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Boys >clubs

under fire —
issue is girls

By CAROLINE PRICE

There’s an activities center not far from where
13 year old Corina Maxam lives in Redford Town-
ship. It offers woodworking classes, swimming
and basketball. .

Corina would like to participate in all those ac-
tivities, but she can't.

That’s because the center is a branch of Boys'
1CIub:l of Metropolitan Detroit and girls arent al-
lowed.

~ Corina, the daughter of LuAnn and Douglas

Maxam, has tried to join the nearby center sever-
al times, but was told to go to the Girls’ Club at
15785 James Couzens in Detroit—quite a' way

* from her home.

So Corina and her family went to the American

Civil Liberties Union in Detroit to see if a non- ~

profit organization can exclude potential mem-
bers on the basis of sex. The ACLU decided that
the Boys' Club is violating the Michigah Public
Accommoaations statute, and plans to. file a law-
suit against the organization unless the boys-only
policy is changed within three weeks.

"“What is important here is that the Boys’ Club
caters to the general public, rather than being
controlled by the members,” says Howard Simon.
executive director of the Detroit ACLU.

Simon says the club is a public recreation facil-
ity and a3 such must offer its services equally to
all persons regardless of sex.

But a representative for the Boys' Club says the
organization would violate its federal charter if
the doors were opened to girls.

“Boys' Club of America is chartered by Con-
gress to provide services to bays only.” says
Gary Kolasa. He says that the club for girls in De:
troit is funded by a Matilda Wilson grant and is
chartered by Girls' Clubs of America. “Maybe
the boys should go down there and try to join.” he
adds.

“If the exécutive board votes to accept girls we
will violate the federal charter, and if they vote
not to accept them we wilt have a lawsuit filed
against us. We just can't win."

In the meantime, Corina is waiting somewhat
impatiently for their verdict. “I want to go
through with this even if it takes a couple of
years in court. I'd be 15, too old to join then, but I
have two sisters (Brandi, 8 and Tania, 4) that
would like to be able to join,"-she says.

Corina says that she has been getting mixed re-
actions from her friends and classmates about the
controversy. “Lots of my girliriends say they
want to go. Some of the boys I know tell me the

whole thing is dumb. but others say go ahead
with it.”

One of Corina's staunchest supporters is her
mother, LuAnn. “The Boys' Club- gets $760,000 a
year from United Fund. I contribute to United
Fund, yet only half of my children get to go to the
center,” she says. .

Mrs. Maxam adds that the Boys' Clubs in Ypsi-
lanti and Pontiac admit girls. “I don't see why Co-
rina can't join the one here.” she says. Mrs.
Maxam is an insurance agent. and her husband
Douglas is a utility man at Ford Motor Co.'s
Wixom factory.

Even their 1l-year-old son, Doug Jr.. who be-
longs to the Boys' Club. thinks his sister should be
able to join.

“My son has never been able to understand why
girls wern't allowed.” Mrs. Maxam comments.
The Maxams have one other son. Chad. 2.

Mrs. Maxam adds, “Joe Kozo (executive direc-
tor of Boys' Club) has daughters. What does he
tell them?"

Sometime during the next three weeks Corina
will know if she can become a member of the
Boys® Club. or if she is in for a court battle. She
seems #little surprised by all the trouble she's
had.

For more than 25 yaars, Jacobson's has provided
Birmingham shoppers with not only fine quality
merchandise, but the kind of personal attention
generations of area residents have come to expect.
Throughout each of our departments; whether you
are seeking designer gowns, fine jewelrv,
sportswear accessories, a suitfor father, a newiving
room or a playsuit for your youngster, our courteous
and efficiant staff Is on hand to assist you.

From our first apparel store at Maple and Bates, we
have enjoyed continued success and gone on to open
our Stora for the Home, Men's and Chitdrén’s Stores in
an effort to keep pace.with the ever-changing
demands of our.customers. And our involvemant
with this community has been equally long-standing
—from publicizing local civic activities in our display
windows to salling tickets for our schoo! events. We

at Jacobson's believe in Birmingham, and we are
dedicated to serving you and the community for
years to coms.

APPAREL STORE, Maple at Bates

STORE FOR THE HOME, .

Woodward at Willits and and Maple at Telegraph
MEN'S STORE, Weodward at Willits
CHILDREN'S STORE, Woodward at Willits

Bimmingham's hometown bank offers complete banking
services in three convenient locations. Deeply
committed to community involvement and service,
Fidelity's hometown bankers are active in the
Bimmingham Chamber of Commerce and numerous
other local business and charitable organizations.

Maple-Lahser  Maple-Woodward e Maple-Adams
SERVICE HOURS
LOBBY SERVICE
Monday thru Thursday .

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Friday

:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

DRIVE:

(At Maple-Adams and Maple-Lahser offices)
Monday thru Friday . 8:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Saturday ...... . 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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The Ceurtyard, located on Bowsrs Street batween

Woodward and Adams, is one of the most unique

- Interpretations of the mini-mall concept to be found in
the arsa. .
It began 5 years ago when five talented people met
under the roof of a former construction company and
planned, worked, cajoled andremodeleditto create the
sophisticated setting which now houses Mondallo
Interiors, the Tile Shop, Artisans Unlimited,
Southwestarn Cacti and Raven Creations. Togetherthis
cluster of small and innovative shops offer some of

finést gifts and home furnishings available.

MONDELLO INTERIQRS — studio of contemparary

. design.
ARTISANS UNLIMITED — fine art objects, paintings
“ from Michigan artists.
THE TILE STOP — handcrafted ties from the world
ovar. .
SOUTHWESTERN CACTI — plants you can't find .

. A anywhore else.
. ] RAVEN CREATIONS — custom, handmade deslgns in
; § IR formica and wood.
e- ; : - . 870 Bowers Streat, 642-7165
) . _ .
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Courtyard




