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Read&* for March 8 bemoflt

The big sign held by (from left) Jan Lagerveld
of Miliord, Eileen Penn of Farmington Hils,
Helene Dzrazgowski of Livonia and Lori Stoinofi
of Bloomfield Hills tells the story as members of
the Wayne Cotinty. Osteopathic Assoclation aux-
lliary prepare for their annual fund-raiser begin-
ning at 1 am., March 8 in the Raleigh House,

Moral perspectives

Mitzie Stomnoff,
owicz, 642-2387,
Wuodring )

Southfield. Styles for ithe “Swing into Spring” fash.
ion show will be from Saks Fiith Avenue, and tick-
ets, at $9 per person. may be ordered by calling

624-21330, or Mrs. Vincent Grar-
by March 1. (Staff photo by Bob

v

‘Getting it together

Conflicts can improve
our love relationships

In spite of the old saw that claims
that “opposites attract,’” almost every-
body is looking for a mate with com-
patible interests and values. The rea-
son is purely practical. To the young
mate-shopper, successful marriage is
thought to depend on harmeny and a
lack of unresolvable differences.

And so much of the getting acquaint-

. ed. courting process is aimed at dis-

covenng how similar we are. Dis-
cussing politics, rapping about reli-
gion, we are testing each other.

By exposing our values to each
other we are checking for a positive
or negatie reaction. And the more pos-
itive reactions we get, the more en-
couraged we are to invest further in
the relationship.

All of which sounds so logical and
reasonable, But in reality, it almost
never turns out -that way.

INSTEAD, it usually goes like this:
Boy meets girl at a party. Over the
punch bowl they discover that they
both like James Bond movies and
Mary Hartman. Near the fireplace,
they learn that their religion is the
same and they both hated algebra. Be-
tween dances they add to the list of
similar interests: waterskiing, Peter

Se]iiers sports cars, and Vlencan

He notices that her eyes afe unusu-
ally blue and her hair looks especially
Fretty in the light of the fireplace. She
inds” herself liking his confident man-
ner. And they both begin to feel a
growing excitement.

They make a date for the following
weekend and the relationship begins.

‘Throughout their courtship they are
amazed at how much they have in
common. Their discussions almost
take on the character of a game in
which pqints are scored for every new
compatibility. They are more excited
and reassured each time they discov
er a similarity.

The more the relationship pmg‘ress
es, the more they dread losing it, and
the more threatening it is to confront
real differences. A kind of implicit
conspiracy is formed in which buth
prospective partners minimize the in-
compatibilities and dwelt on the sim-
ilarities.

ESSENTIALLY, this is the anatomy
of how a mutual infatuation develops.
It is founded on the assumption that
love and similarities will overcome in-
compatibilities. It's a close relative of

This hunger sirike needs our support

A R-year-old Russian Jew is en-
gaged in a struggle with the most pow-
erful dictatorship in the.world. His
name is Mikhail Mager, an electron-
ics engineer in Vinnitsa, Ukraine.

On Jan. 5, 1973, he and his family
applied for permission to emigrate o
Israel. His parents. younger brother
and wife were granted permits. Mik-
hail was turned down on grounds of
“security” based on the fact that he
had served in the Russfan‘army. even
though he held no sensitive position.

- either in civilian or military life.

At the time, the family was assured
that Mikhail wnuld be altowed to join
them “soon.” His five-year wait for
clearance passed in 1975, and he has
still been repeatedly refused an emi-
gration permit. Mager has been re-
peatedly interrogated, occasionally

- beaten, and consistently harassed.

IN 1975, CONGREGATION Shaarey
Zedek in Southfield, having become
aware of his plight, adopted Mikhail

Mager and proceeded to tell hi:s story
to the general community and to lead-
ers of our government.

His youig wife, Jeanette, carne to
the United States in 1976 and spoke be-
fore a Congressional hearing in Wash-

ington. She reported to Mikhail's
friends in Detoit the continuing pat-
tern of Soviet intimidation directed
against him,

Mikhail is growing desperate, for a
number of fellow-dissidents are now

being imprisoned and tortured. In
hopeless desperation, Mikhail is now
resorting to a hunger strike which
began Feb. 17.

His purpose is to call attention to
the cynical denial of his rights by the
Soviet goverament which should have
permitied him to be united with his
family. according to the Helsinki
Agreement. At the same time, his en-
tire family is conducting a hunger
strike during the same time in Jerusa-
lem at the Western Wall.

IN SYMPATRY with Mikhail and
his family. a number of people in the
suburban area associated with Congre-
gation Shaarey Zedek, will hold fast
days. Letters have been submitted to
Rep. Willlam Brodhead (D-Detroit
and Sen. Don Riegel (D-Mich. express-
ing the concern of citizens of this com-
munity about Mikhail Mager and en-
listing_our government's support for
him. These letters which ask that the
Soviet authorities honor the fundamen-

tal principles of human decency, are
being forwarded to our State Depanr
ment as well as to the Soviet Em-
bassy in Washington.

Congressman William Broomfield
once said: “If detente is to succeed
on the broader level of international
understanding, it witl have to succeed
on the more intimate level of shared
respect for human dignity.”

The case of Mikhail Mager suggests

that we have a long way to go. We
hope that the Soviet authorities will
understand that the fulfiliment of
their’ responsibiltiies to human rights
is the indispensable condition for an
enduring understanding between the
American and Soviet peoples.

IF YOU WOULD like 20 be identi-
fied with this effort on behalf of
Mager, please contact me by writing
to the Eccentric Newspapers.

. Il

BOB TRENZ,

Ph.D.

the belief that lovers will be able to
chadnge each other after they are mar-
rief

Most important, this pattern of arti-
ficial harmony and flight from differ-
ences is often the path to a bad mar-
riage, and ultimately, a divorce.

But, what's even more tragic is that
it is all based on wrong assumptions.
Differences don't have to be treated
as poisonous to a love relationship. In
fact, they can be the most direct path
toward intimacy and permanence.

The key is in how they are handled.
When they are openly discussed they
become the perfect vehicle for a deep-
er understanding of each other. When
the problems they cause are success-
fuly resolved, the relationship - is
strengthened and increases in xaluu

SUCCESSFUL intimates aclua{l\
welcome differences because tHey
have seen how working ouf real cpn-
flicts actually improves thei lo\cre{a
tionship. Each difference is seen ‘as
an opportunity to become even closer,
more knowledgeable about each
other.

Behind our compatible facades are
those feelings which are hardest :to
admit, the ones we don't accept in our-
selves. And those are the very same
feelings which we need to have under-
stood and accepted by our lover.

It's a pattern that's so old that it
seems like the natural way of things.
And that means that breaking the pat-
tern requires an extra effort and a lot
of courage.

Volunteers

This column deseribing volunteer
needs in Oakland County is co-spon-
sored by the Junior League of Bir-
mingham and the Oakland County Vol-
unteer Bureau.

Inquiries regarding volunteer needs
listed here should be made to the Oak-

land Volunteer Bureau at 642.7272.
Requests for volunteer listings also
should be made through the volunteer
bureau.

THE CITIZENS COUNCIL FOR
LAND USE RESEARCH AND EDU-
CATION (CLURE) needs volunteers

in several areas lo assist with prepara-
tion for its Symposium at the Univer-
sity of Michigan in May.

Needed are a secre&ary to handle
correspondence, a hookkeeper to proc-
ess simple accounts, and a researcher
to produce a mailing [ist. The local of-
fice is in West Bloomfield.
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