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Wood stoves
—a hot idea

Old-fashioned wood-burn-
ing stoves are hot selling
items these days.

Upset by soaring utility
bills in a bitterly cold win-
ter, cost-conscious home-
owners are making collec-
tors’ items out of those vint-
age potbellied and Franklin
stoves that once warmed
railread stations and coun-
try schoolhouses.

“We bought an old second-
hand parlor stove to heat
the living room of our little
rambler,” recalls one man.
“To our amazement, the
stove shed heat throughout
the house. Most of the time
we didn't need to turn on
the oil furnace.”

Demand for the stoves
reaches far beyond small
towns, distant suhurbs and
vacation areas. “My firm
sold 3,500 wood stoves last
year,” said a Washington,
D.C., dealer. "“They ranged
from small tin units and tra-
ditional Franklin stoves to
fancy models from Scandi-
navia and cost anywhere
from $20 ‘to $700."

Compared to many famil-
iar household objects, the
enclosed metal stove now
making a strong comeback
is a fairly recent invention.
The Chinese supposedty
used them centuries ago.
but the charcoal brazier
cast the dominant glow in
the West.

Appearance of the first
chimneys in the Middte

Housing prices
going higher

Interest rates are at or
near the bottom and home
buyers should expect higher
home prices by mid year.

That word comes from
builders gather at the re-
cent National Association of
Home Builders Convention.

“Many builders reported
strong home markets."" said
Manny Dembs, president of
the Builders Association of
Southeastern Michigan.

Dembs used his own expe-
rience as an example. In
January, his organoization
sold 34 homes in Canton
Township, Farmington
Hills. Troy. Port Huron and
New Haven.

Of the sales, 22 were in
the $55.000 range. while the
other 12 were sold for up to
$80.000.

There are reasons why
the home secker should ex-

Ages opened the way for
the brick-and-tile stoves
that heated rooms all over
France, Holland and Ger-
many.

But these primitive
stoves left much to be de-
sired. They had no grates

or openings to control air.

Most people continued to
use fireplaces for cooking
and heating.

lleating problems in the
New World were, if any-
thing, worse than those in
Europe. Early American
colonists with coal ‘stoves
had to import all their coml
from Europe.

First Lady Abigail Adams
wrote plaintively, *‘Sur-
rounded with forests, can
you helieve that wood is not
to be had, because people
cannot he found to cut and
cart it?"" She noted that her
household had “recourse to
coals; hut we cannot get
grates made and set. We
have, indeed, come into a
new country.”

Benjamin Franklin be-
came America’s heating
hero. Fed up with fire-
places—“man is scorched
before, while he is froze be-
hind"~he invented a port-
able iron fireplace that pro-
truded into the room and
cast much more heat than
a recessed fireplace.

Today' modern variations
of his "miraculous stove™
have never been more popu-
lar.

pect higher prices in the
coming months, as well as
for a firming up of interest
rates, Dembs said.

Demand of the kind that -

seems to be developing will
put pressure on interest
rates, in spite of ample sup-
plies of money to finance
homes. for one thing. he
said. The size of the home
mortgages available today
will contribute to this pres-
sure. along with the sheer

volume of applications.

As for home prices. labor
contracts across the nation
usually apply at mid-yvear,
with June 30 the end of
most Detroit area contracts
at present rates. Raises ne-
gotiated earlier thus will
build in a 6.5 per cent lahor
factor in home pricing,
starting soon
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AVOID RENT INCREASES— TURN YOUR APARTMENT
INTO AN INVESTMENT

By owning your own condominium apartment in beautiful Cranbrook Place you can escape higher
rents and at the same time make a profit on rising real estate values. Our apartments are located in
the preferred resldential area of Birmingham, and are designed to pamper successfu! people who
desire the security and independence of a professionally managed condominium. 3 bedroom one -
floor units with formal dining room, 2 full baths, natural fireplace and garage. (Gatehouse entrance
shown below). .

OPEN DAILY 1.8 P.M. (CLOSED THURS.) FROM $63,950

18301 West 13 Mile (Just West of Southfield Road) :
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Rodney Lockwood & Company

COMMUNITY BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS SINCE 1940
2420 E. Lincoln, Birminghom, Michigon 48008

. Office Phons: 644-4024 — todel Phone: 644-3030

Williamsburg
Village ;..

GARDEN HOMES
rmom *24 ,000 |

VILLAGE HOMES rrom $36,400

A Williamsburg Village condominlum is a unique home \ . . one with built-in
comfort, beauty and prestige. Because it is past of the Vilages of Bloomfieid,
there's a lake, private club and swimming pool. Plus all the advantages offered
by condominium lving; your homeowner's fee takes care of those unwanted
out-door chores. With fashlonable estate-look outside and cheerfully appointed
interiors . . . wall-to-wall carpeting . .. fully equipped kilchens, dishwasher
and disposal, gas heating and of course central air conditioning, ample closet
space with extra storage in your garage. Coms out to South Blivd, today at I-75

between Opdyke and Adams Roads, or give us a call on 852-0800 or 774-155148
Model open daily 1 to 6. Closed Thursdays. ,
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