County OKs tornado alarm system

By TIM RICHARD

For a full year. Sue Kuhn of Be.'
verly Hills has been fighting a frustra-
ting battle with bureacracy and coun-
ty-local politics.

l_?ut('mursday she was proclaiming
".1 m jubilant™ and hugging anyone in
sight as the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners acted to set up a coun-
tywide tomado siren system by the
end of the vear.

~We're going to have peace of
mind.” Mrs. Kuhn said when she had
calmed down. The spectre of another
tornado striking with almost no wara-
ing has haunted her and other Oak-
land residents since the storm of 1976.

. IN '_m:m ACTIONS, the board of

Bloomfield as director of civil de-
fense-disaster control. Dent had taken
much heat for the slowness in setting
up a countywide program.

MEANWHILE, the argument over
control of the civil defense post
showed signs of being renewed.

County Executive Daniel T. Murphy
offered the board of commissioners a
reorganization plan which changed
the civil defense post from a separate
division in the department of public
services to the jurisdiction of the
emergency medical service tEMS) in
the same department.

‘The board is expected 1o take sever-
aj weeks to act on Murphy's reorgani-
2ation plan

Commi

s
*Authorized the county executive to
take bids for a series of alert sirens.
*Accepled a federal grant for imple-
.menting the system with a radio-con-
trolled communigations system. Alto-
.Kether, 120 sir will be sounded by
‘the pressing of a single button at De-
«troit Metropolitan Airport where the
“National Weather Service is located
: Later. amid much wry joking. the
«county board voted to accept the resig-
‘nation of Joseph Dent of West

Larry Pemick (D-
Southfield field) renewed a Demo-
cratic plan to shift the civil defense-
disaster control program to Sherif Jo-
hannes Spreen. who also happens to
be a Democrat.

Pernick will argue that both the
state and Genesee County place civil
defense in the hands of police
agencies because those departments
are always the first called on for help.

While Murphy and many supporters
of county executive govenment (espe-

cially Republicans) prefer to unify
every function possible under the exec-
utive, Pernick remained confident he
could persuade commissioners the
sheriff's department is best able to
run the program.

THE 1976 TORNADO that devas-
tated parts of West Bloomfield Town-
ship. Farmington Hills and other com-
munities prompted Mrs. Kuhn's drive
for 2 unified countywide alert system.

Commissioners were moved by a let-
ter Mrs. Kuhn distributed from Ma-
rian lafrate, a West Bloomfield house-
wife who wrote:

“The loss of my leg is a physical
tragedy I must face every day. the
rest of my life. My mother will never
walk again without the use of a
brace. . .

“The horror of that night has emo-
tionally affected those loved ones
around me very deeply. [ think what
my husband and sister went through
was even more damaging mentally
than the physical scars my mother
and [ must bear.

“In my husband's case, it was to
leave a love-filled home for a much
anticipated basketball game with my
son and to return to a mass of rubble.
wife and mother-in-law both in shock
on the floor. your one-year-old child
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J|f  FOR GRADES 1 THROUGH
: on

® Activities planned to provide’
an independent exploration
of creative talents and an op-
portunity to serve the commu-
nity.

DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

13 Mile and Lahser Rds., Birmingham

ADMISSIONS TESTING
. FOR
; SEPTEMBER 1977

SATURDAY, MARCH 19

. Arranged by appointment only
Telephone 646-7717 ext. 231
Pre-Kindergarten — Kindergarten Tested Individually

\

FORM VIIl (GRADE 12)

Curriculum designed to
foster academic precision

and excellence for the
college-bound student.

® Athletic programs developed with o
comprehensive concern for each in-
dividual on or off the field.
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("SUPER SAVING
COUPOK, 700!

1 BROWN

Il Less-than-fresh

BERRY

« PLUS OTHER FINE BAKERY PROD{JCTS
[ - ]

i 29533 W.
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[ ]

WITH ANY PURCHASE

9 MILE
Southwest Corner of @ Mile'and Middlebelt

. PHONE 476-8880

OF $4.00 OR MORE AT

- BAKERY THRIFT STQRE
29533 W. 9 MILE

WITH THIS COUPON

EXPIRES.SAT. MARCH 18, 197
.-

missing. hysterically begging to get
the injured to a hospital yet unable to
move them. . .

~One family tin West Bloomfield Es-
tatesy is still without their home and
have no idea as to when, ef ever. they
will able to return. This gentleman
the rubble often, and my heart
as tears keep coming to his
eves. and I realize that he is still not
fumsell

THE COUNTYWIDE alert system
15 expected to be in operation by next
tornado secason, a jear after the
money package was approved by the
county board and two years after the
March 20. 1976 devastation.

The sirens will be actvated by
radio from the National Weather Serv-
ice at Metropolitan Airport. The sys-
tem will include 48 new sirens. 70 re-
furbished sirens and a commu-
ncatons system

The system would be expanded in fu-
ture years until there are 190 sirens
covering 95 per cent of the county in
1980.

Local agencies will be able to sound

sirens independently in their own com-
munities.

New siren equipment will cost
§233,000 and installation $71.000 for a
total of $304.000.

Of this. the federal government will
put up half. or $152.000; the county 2¢
per cent. or §73.000; and local unils 2
per cent. or $79.000.

irresistable

The Birmingha:n Humane So-
ciety considers this dog a perfect
housepet as she has her shots, has
been spayed and is housebroken.
Other qualities include her playful
but gentle disposition. She has a
black coat with touches of tan and
white markings on her paws. For
information. contact the society at
852-4865.

Moaday, March7, 1977 __(BWTSFISA

Jjust beautiful things

NEW
IN TOWN?

| for vour home

Prafessional
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Michigan's
largest display.
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Drexel/Heritage

“Ray Interiors

Furnnuhings for Dustimctirr tames
Phone
187212

??etae&(y HJottiege By AlDuQuet

FARMINGTON

A source of beautiful natural black opals
was discovered in 1900. Before that at-
tempts were made to color opals with ink or
dark oils to produce a “bilack"” stone, which
could be sold at fraudulantly high prices.

Let us be your gem expert. You can de-
pend on our integrity when you buy from us.
We'll help you make a choice that will insure
your satisfaction.

THE PLAZA OF FARMINGTON
Grand River & Orchard Lake
¥ Mite West of Nira Mila
Hours: M-S 3109 Fri.Sto8

(FORMERLY KRAMERJEWELRY)

TWIN, FULL, QUEEN OR KING SIZE
PLATFORM BED — REG. $329
Handsomely finished in your choice of 12 laminates, induding white
and Carpathian Burl.

Innenspring of foam mattresces availoble.

Your

choce $199
Towne & Country

interiors
Dearborn—23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield—4107 Telegraph Rd
Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall

the
SUMMER
STARTS

Stop in or Call Vic Tanny Teday.
Summer’s less than 3 months awa

The wonderful summer season - warm weather...tennis...beaches...and bathing suits. A time
to enjoy! And if you're ready for summer, but your shape isn’t, it's time to come to Vic Tanny.-
We'll help your shape get ready for the summer of ‘77 with our supervised personal workout
programs. And you'll love your new found physical fitness. So start shaping up the summer of
‘77 by calling Vic Tanny now. You'lt thank yourself all summer long!
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Jog on the banked 1/16 mite track,

VIC TANNY
- BLOOMFIELD
EXECUTIVE
HEALTH &

g

For Information, )
Men... Women

N i

We're more than-your-usual healthigiub. -~ - - -
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