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Without Michigan Travelers

Pro softballer ponders future

By MARTY BUDNER

Cathy 1Irvine doesn't reaily know
where. but she is definitely going to
be playing professional softball this
summer.

Irvine was the seventh of 32 players
drafted last year by the Michigan
Travelers—the state’s first profes.
sional women's fastpitch softball
team. However. her contract expered,
the financially-troubled franchise has
folded and she has become a free
agent

The word | recerved was that the
téam folded and the league held a dis-
persal drafl.” sad irvine. a volleyball
and basketball coach at Rochester’s
Van Hoosen Junior High School.

“Four other players and mysell
were picked up by other teams. but as
of Jan 30 1 became a free agent and [
have the right Lo any team 1 want. ['d
really like to stay an the east and play
somewhere ke Chicago or Buffalo be-
cause ¢ would be close to home

T wouid have liked the Travelers
o slay as a team because they had a
dood draft this vear and [ think we
oould have had a good team.” she
gud. They ithe Travelers) drafted
live plavers who made the national
all-star team in amateur balt

The pig-tailed outfielder was some-
what of a heroine on the Michigan
squad last season. After her crowd-
pleasing debut on opening day when

After a year's work as a dental as-
sistant, Irvine went back to what she
likes the most. playing sports. She
began her five-year hitch with the

she made some offensive
and defensive plays. Irvine remained
a favorite. .

Her constant hustle and desire even-
tualiy netted her a birth in the initial
International Women's Professional
Softball (IWPS) all-star game con-
ducted in San Jose. Irvine only played
an inning-and-a-half. but it was one of
the highlights of her brief career with
the Travelers.

“It was quite a thrill being in the
all-star game.” said Irvine. 1 was
playing with heroes that [ looked up
o since I was 10 and 15 vears
old . people that I had always ad
mired 1 women's sports.

“But. 1 have to say the biggest
thrill was opening day. It was the
most exciting because it was my first
day as a professional athlete. and I
never expected 1o play as well as |
did

IRVINE IS A FORMER Highlander
who graduated from Adams in 1970
At the Adams and Tienken road
school she lettered in basketball. vol-
leyball and softball

Farmington’s Mark Churella

mversity of Michigan wrestling
sandout Mark Churella managed two
major accomplishments this season.
hlll the Farmington sophomare 1s lnok-
e toward @ higher goal

Churella produced the quick
in B Ten tournament hustor
I by dropping Minnesota’s Mark Obr-
yeki i % seconds Churella won the
Big Ten 130-pound championship. lead-
g the Walverines to a fourth-place
linsh, qust 15 poimis aay from sec-
ond place.

“Winmng a Bug Ten championship
fas been o goit of mine all along.”
Churelta simd “But 1akso look at it as
A Step toal greater goal — winning an
NCAA championship.

Charelta_ will begin purswit of that
waal next Thursday in Norman, Okla .
where he hgures to be seeded in the
iup tour with his overall record of 24-
2 He fiushed third in the NCAA meet

chance to win the national title.

He is definitely right there.” .Jo-
hannesen said. “This is probably the
most compelitive weight in the coun-
try this vear. but I know Mark can
hold s own.

“He lost to Joe Zuspann of lowa
State. 10-2. in a dual meet earher this
season an a day when Mark was ill.

and to Roy Oliver of Arizona State. 5

Area runners shine

There were 142 runners who started
the West Bloomfield Marathon and

114 who finished the 26-mile. 385-yard
race.

Following are the top three finish-
ers in each group at the West
Bloomfield Marathon

Rochester in 1971, and
played well enough to make the pro-
fessional ranks.

Irvine’s first year as a pro was re-
warding. The 23-year-old athlete bat-
ted .318 tsixth in the league). hit five
home runs and smashed 116 hits in
11 games,

She started her career as a left-
fielder, but eventually transferred to
her natural centerfield position in
nud-season after a coaching change.
Irvine was one of only 10 players who
stayed with the Travelers to the very
end.

There’s a tremendous amount of
difference between amateur and pro-
fessional ball.” said Irvine. who
started playing organiized ball at
nine. “Self-pride is probably the big-
gest motivator because you had to
make a personal commitment to play
the best batl vou could every day

“There were times when it was
realiy hard. like toward the end of the

U of M matman hopes

. on a last-second reverse in the
East-West All-Star Meet. Mark is a
very dangerous wrestler and has the
ubxlm 1o turn a pin as quickly as any-
P've vever seen.

\ vear ago. Churella placed second
w the Big Ten behind lowa's Chuck
Vagla and then was third in the
NUAA meet. where he dropped a 43
d 1on to Arizona State’s  Oliver
carly m the competition. Churella.

Gary Andrus

Putnam (Huntington Woeds) 2:36.56:
(Huntington Woods)

season. It was hard to get yourself up.
but I knew I had to finish out the year
the best way I could

~'We got paid $i00 a week plus trav-
eling expenses,” she said. Tt took a
lot of dedication on the part of the
girls. and a lot of sacrifices we
were sort of like pioncers in the
game.”

IRVINE WOULD LIKE to see the
league stay an entity. She believes
that it will take at least threg to five
years to stabilize before it becomes
an accepted venture by the public

~We were forewarned that it might
take a while for the league to catch
on.”” she said. “One of our biggest
problems was publieity we just
never seemed to get enough

1 also felt we had a bad location
East Detroiti. We were in a slow-
pitch area. if we had a more central
iocation—like Trov—things might
have worked out better.”

Even though mr Tra\elel\ folded as
a team. star pl s like Irvine will
be around for as long as the league
exists.

or title

however. came back to win the con-
solation brackets.

feel real good going nto the
this year” Churella said.
“Last year was my first trip to the na
tionals. so 1t was @ ltle new to me
This year 1 feei much more confident
I've been looking forward to this all

" Churella is one of seven Michigan
wrestlers going to the NCAA meet.
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50 and Older: Max Nemaz (Li-

Join the fun- Racquetball, America's fastest growing sport is great exercise! You'll find
larger selections and lower prices at DUNHAM'S - Voted America’s leading Sporting
Goods Store. Come in and see for yourself! Specvql prices |hru Sunduy
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> In the know
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RENT
OR BUY

P.0. BOX 201 WALLOON LAKE,
MI. 49796 \2! 16) 535-2227

3% miles east of Wallon Lake,

U.5. 131 & M-75 Junction
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Trenway Zinger (Glass) ...*11%
Leach Free Spirit (Alum.) .*12”
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PADDLES
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SEAMLESS
RACQUET
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$949
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RACKET
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Excafient Cross County Sklmg at your front door. Miles of rais.

New 2 to 7 Bedroom Vacation Homes for Rent
Daily ¢ Weekly » Seasonal
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Vacation Home Accommodations for Individuals, Families, Clibs or Groups (2 Frghtalingl [t Tom | e | e S| e
to 200 people) in privately-owned, fully equipped Chalets forcad handle. well padded. quallly vyl Sports. l: Pc in
Othere to $20° coven. ‘many colart

Outdoor fun for the chitdren abounds at Springbrook Hills. Babysitters are
available. Plush fumishing and a cozy freplce awalt you after a day of sking or

njoy panorama 3
& Walloon Hills ski slopes.

‘| RACQUETBALL SHUES ...

IMPROVE YOUR GAME WITH THESE
FAMOUS NAME BRAND SHOES .
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* Club House ¢ Saunas e Whirl Spa
® All Boyne Country Ski & Golf
Resorts & Snow-
mobile Trails
within 15 miles.
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Inquire Now About Your Own

‘Rental Income - Vacation Home
* Buiing Stes & Mogiet Homes for Sale
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. Addres's .

Name ....
 City, State .




