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‘CURTAIN

. UP
GOING |

#Lovers and Other Strang-
ers'* is baving its world pre-
miere at the Fisher Theater
for the next four weeks, The
five humorous sketches onview
are difficult to genutnely love
and seem quite strange whan
constdared in 3nchjectiva fash-
fon,

T the wortd of the theater
certain standard forms of pres-
entation exist; the musical com-
edy, the straight drama, the
sophisticated comedy, the fast-
moving farce, and the melo-
drama, There are other forms,
but these are the more common
trgarden’* varieties.
.

“LOVERS and Other Strang-
ers” fits none of these cate-
gories, It comes closest to the
musical revue form where short
sketches of a comic nature
alternate with seng and dance
rumbers, No such musical re-
Hef highlights the evening at
the Fisher.

The five humorous sketches
authored by Renee Taylor and
her husband are strung together
quite tentatively on the “love-
marriage’ theme, You meet
wedded couples, pre-marital

{_ duos, and couples about to be
divorced,,.in the five sketches,

No storyline complicates the
evening's entertainment, You
are plunged immedlately into
the situation. As Frank says in
the divorce sketch, “Well,
Richy, what's the story?. The
situation moves

ponderously

and goes on and on !nto the
night. Miss Taytor and husband
never knew when to quit, Brev-
ity in many of the sketches
would have improved thelr com-
fe tmpact.

Several tmes during the
evening an effort was made to
test the audlence’s ¢ shock quo-
tlent'” by Inserting the four let-
ter word for dafecatlonon three
occaslons, As used, it did (it
the occasion, However, many in
the Fisher Theater audience
reacted In a negative fashion
and left at Intermission,

At least 10 par cent of the
dialogue strained a bit too hard
for nervous laughter that comes
when language gets too saity,
Domestic comedy often skirts
the edge of Indecency, but In
the maln it tries to stay on the
happy side of the ledger, Of
course, “Who's Afrald of Vir-
ginla Woolfe" used about every
obscenlty In the book, but then
Edward Albee was doing this
for a different purpose,

TWO OF the five sketches in
«aLovers and Other Strangers"
do have some merit, especially
the short one about the fittery
groom and his understanding
bride, They are discussing the
\mpending wedding at 4 am,
and his sudden fear of being
wedded has real heart and hits
hom

i \nss Taylor had been able
to bolster her other skatches
with mora of this perceptive
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materlal, “Lovers and Other
Strangers’* might have made
some {riends,

Another approgch might have
been to have takdn five talented
people and let them do the 12
roles in the flve sketches as
‘a tour de force display of
theatrical talent,|This approach
to the curlous ¢ombination of
five sketches might breathe only
a sMght bit of refief,

A]l 12 of the detors lnvolved =
in this mish- mashed marriage-
go-round exude Heaps of talent,
They do their damnedest togive
you your money's worth, but
for too much of the time during
the evening the Feal fault Hes
with the materjal given the
actors, The dialpgue just aln't
funny or it is too dreary or
100 far out even|for a hipple-
yipple,

«Lovers and /Other Strang-
ers' starts the Hisher Theater
out on a might |low key. The
only direction the season can
go from here is:definitely up.

Jimmy Dorsey
Sets Metro
Beach Date

Lee Castle and the Jimmy
Dorsey Orchestra will highlight
2 Dance Special When he appears
at ‘the open-alr dance pavilion
at- Metropolitan Beach on
Lake St, Clair pearMt,Clem-
ens, on Sunday, Aug, 18, at
8:30 p.m,

There is no ctiarge for danc-
ing except the usual 50-cent
fee.

The following dress regu-
lattons apply during orchestra
dance nights: Women should
wear blouses and skirts or
dresses and men should wear
a shirtand slacks, however, tles
are not required, Patrons may
not use the dance slte while
dressed in berrpudas or bath-
ing sults, and women are not
permitted to wear slacks at
the dance pavillan,
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PAUL LENNON

Folk
Singers
Featured

A musical show featuring the
Four Freshmen and the New
Christy Minstrels has been an-
nounced by the Farmington Jay~
cees.

The show Is scheduled for
Friday, Sept. 13, in Detroit's
Cobo Hall.

THEME of the show Is “Sing
Out America,” Jaycee Presi-
dent John Balley explained that
the Jaycees are sponsoring the
show because ‘we belleve that
America is still great and this
is a positive demonstration of
falth in America,

“In America today,” Bailey
continued, “‘we see civil dis-
obedience, demonstratlons
.agalnst the governmentand pro-
tests that today's society is not
what 1t should be.

“These things so often fill
the news that it 1s sometimes
hard. to remember that Amer-
tca, even considering her prob-
lems, s still the greatestplace
on earth to live,* he concluded,

PR

PAUL LENNON will be the
MC for the show, which will
include Wes Harrison, the Pri-
mos, the Bob Durant Orchestra,
and choral groups from the
area,

Proceeds from the show will
go to provide a scholarship for
the metropolitan area, A per-
centage of the profit will come
back to the Farmington club
for use in the area,

Tickets are priced at $5.50
and $4.50 for reserved seats,
FEUEBLITELBAFYSIVINYE
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FOR YOUZ COCKTAILS
and DINING
Visit the glamorous
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:|Gentlemen: suit_coats required
! after.5:30 p.m.

Fourth

An Easterner's view of the
old west forms the

1468 American Dama Festival
h

lodrama Joins Festival Bill

The 'curtain rises at the
1 Drama Festival at

Monday and Tuesday evenings.
For | additignal Information ,

>

{or both comedy and melodrama
in the most recent offering of
the Greenfteld Village Playe)
at the Amerfcan Drama Hes-
tval In the Henry Ford Mu-
seum Theatre.

Romance also plays a part
in *“Horizon,” the stageplay
that most critics consider the
best of many plays penned or
adapted by noted playwright

ugustin Daly In the second
half of the, 19th century,

Two other Daly scripts,
“Needles and Pins" and “Un-
der the Gaslightr, plus Jo-
seph Jefferson’s verslon of
“Rip Van Winkle have been
rotating in repertory during the
past few weeks, ‘“Horizon"
completes the schedule for the

through

The repertory schedule 15 so
arranged that stafting Aug. 19,
theatre-goers can gee a dif-
ferent program on any four
consecutive nights or on the
same night of the week for
four consecutive "u‘eks. '

The newest aPfival, “Hori-
n,'* first opene *at the Olym-
plc " Theatre In Xew York on
March 21, 1871~ The satire
begins immedia®®y as three
members of New,¥ork soclety
and an English giytleman de-
cide to travel togthe western
horizon, feeling taru.ln that
if they are botherad by Indians
they can merely ¢4l 2 police-
man, H

Guests Enmasse

By Thous

ands :

On Rouge Plant

What do a Metropolitan Opera
singer, the Yugoslavian mini-
ster of economics, a star of
“/Cavaret’’ and members of the
Amerlcan Society for Micro-
blology have in common?

They were among 96,267 vis-
itors tourlng Ford Motor Com-
pany’s Rouge plant in Dearborn
during the first six months of
1968,

AND AUGUST, annually the
biggest tour month with more
than 50,000 visitors, 1s yet to
come, With these and thousands
more, company officlalspredict
a record 250,000 Rouge visi-
tors during 1968.

“Rouge tours have become
increasingly more popular in
the past ten years and we might
well have passed the quarter-
million mark In 1967 except for
the auto strike which curtailed
tours for two months,” says
R.G. Fischer, actlng special
events manager.

During summer months, the
company operates as many as
14 buses at one time and sup-
plements its permanent staff of

Plymouth
To Cast
‘Arsenic’

Casting for the Plymouth
Theatre Guild’s first produc-
tion of the 1968-69 season will
be held Friday, Aug. 16 at
8 p.m. In the Plymouth High
School annex auditorium.

The play, “Arsenic and Old
Lace”, will be staged Sept.
26-28, The Guild is currently
looking for persons Interested
in filling the numerous male
character parts available In
“Arsenic”. Those auditioning
do not have to be Gulld mem-
bers,

Jacob Rumpf, who has di-
rected “Marriage-Go-Round’’,
“Everybody Loves Opal,’ “See
How They Run,” and “Never
Too Late,”” will be in charge
of "‘Arsenlc.”

24 guides with zl college stu-
dents, -

Last year, visitors came
from every state and all U.S.
possessions and 105 forelgn
countries, France, Switzerland
and Japan contributed the larg-
est numbers of forelgn visitors,

The 1,200-acre Rouge plantis
the only industrial area encom-
passing every facet of the auto-
moblle manufacturing. process,
ranging from steel-making to
vehicle assembl'y.

. .

THE AREA includes 229 coke
ovens, three blast furnaces, a
highly advanced basic oxygen
steel-making facility, steel-
rolling mills, one of the larg-
est production foundaries in
the U.S., anengine plant, stamp-
ing plant, tool and die plant,
a glass and an assembly plant.

Durlng tours of steel opera-
Hons,. visitors see glowing in-
gots of steel and rolled ribbons
of sheet steel ready for fab-
rication into car roofs, fenders
and side panels. N

Admission-free  tours of
Rouge are held from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m, Monday through Fri-
day except for holidays, The
90-minute tours begin in the
visitors’ reception lobby in the
east concourse of the Ford
Central Office Bullding, Mich-
1gan Ave. at Southtleld in Dear-
born,

Large groups are asked to
make advance reservations,

Film Scheduled

Wayne State Unlversity's
Cinema Gulld will present the
children’s film classic “The
Horror of Dracula’ at 2 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 1%, in the Helen
L., DeRoy Auwditorium on
Wayne’s campus. Admission is
fr

The film is part of 2 sum-
mer series for children on
Saturday  afternoons, Later
showings will include “Davey
Crockett-King of the Wiid Fron-
ter” (Aug, 24) and *“The Three
Worlds of Guiliver's (Aug, 31),
Cartoons are also featured.

B:30 nightly except Sundays,
Tickets are available at the
door as weil as at J,L. Hud-
son's downtown and four other
Hudson locatlons, : plus Grin-
nell’s and the Dearborn and
Greenfleld Village tourist in-
formation booths, Adult tickets .
are $1.75, children75¢. A group
discount is also available on

Frank Upton
To Manage
Music Hall

Veteran Detroit showmen
Frank Upton has resigned as
divistonal manager of Trans-
Beacon Corp,, which operates
the Summit Theatre and has
accepted a position as vice-
president and general manager
of the Mustc Hall Theatre, which
will reopen this fall,

Upton announced that the Mu-
sic Hall, which for many years
was run as a Cinerama Theatre
by Trans-Beacon before it was
closed last October and opera~
tlons transferred tothe Summit,
wlll ggain largely present re-
served seat

Promotion: Department, Henry 1 |
Ford Museum and Greenfield j
Village, Dearborn, 48124,
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The Exciting

HAWAIIAN
GARDENS

THE GREAT- BI6
BAND WEEKEND

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16
Royal Hawaiian Luau
with

The)GREAT band of
JIMMY DORSEY |
Starting ‘
-LEE CASTLE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 .
Royal Hawaiian Luau  with

Tre BIG band of FF ANK JARMES playing ali the
GREAT arrangements
and a HAWAI AN FLOOR SHOW
arso
Dancing to the magic rhythms of BERG & JOY
. on the glass volcano in the V/a‘toma Grotto Lounge
American, and Polynesian Food Mini-Vacation Plans

OPEN for LUNCH and DINNER DAILY éxcept Mondays

HAWAIIAN GARDENS
and RESORT HOTEL

4501 Grange Hall Road Reservations
Holly, Michigan 48442  634-8231
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The night everything
went on in New York
..but the lights!
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splendidly executed example of its genre.”

“With ‘Rosemary's Baby,' Romfan Polanski
establishes himself firmly as a director of
the first rank, Mia Farrow as Rosemary draws
a beautifully intuitive performance!”

~=Paui D. Zimmerman, Newsweek Magazine

“SUPERB SUSPENSE! Even readers of the
hook who know how ‘Baby’ comes out are in

“ACLASSIC! A shocker beyond belief! Will
aftract millions and millions of p%sons to

ABSORBING ENTERTAIN.
and suspensefu! ﬂlm.

—Hallis Alpert, Saturday Review ~

~Time Magazine
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