Hunt rips media,

Sirica and

B} KATHY PARKER

* The 1972- breakin at Democratic
headquarters in the Watergate com-
plex. which touched off a national
scandal and toppled the Nixon admin-
IStration, had “the color of a lawful
undertaking” when it occurred. said
E. Howard Hunt, former CIA officer
and ' Watergate conspirator.

Hunt. released from prisan last
month after 32 months of

congress

ation had the president’s knowledge.
encouragement and blessing "

The conspirators were *“‘subjected to
physical humiliation,” Hunt said, and
placed in an “atmosphere of hostil-
ity” during legal proceedings.

T have served more time and paid
more money for my part in it than
anyone else,” he said. "I served in
four federal prisons and nine'different

i

for his part in the break-in. made his
remarks Monday in an hour-long talk
at Oakland University. Some 700 per-
sons l}stencd intently as Humt traced
the history of Watergate, described
his ithprisonment and blasted the
media for creating a public trauma

Our.country and its people are the
overwhelming victims of Watergate,”
Hunt said. Tt shocked and embar-
rassed our allies and gave heart to
our committed enemies.”

Hunt said Watergate actually began
with the Viet Nam war, “sprouted dur-
ing the Johnson administration and
came to fruition during the march on
the Pentagon.” He said it was a “gift
to those who disliked policies of nation-
al strength.”

HUNT SAID former Atty. Generai
John Mitchell. aide Jeb McGruder
and former White House counsel John
Dean were “the original Watergate
conspirators.” and traced the ilt-fated
Huston and Gemstone plans of politi-
ca! sabotage through the estab-
lishrent of the Plumbers unit.

He said the $230.000 of-presidential
campaign funds used to finance Gem-
stone “persuaded me that the oper-
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flea-ridden, h-filled jails.

Hunt said he and others imprisoned
duritg the Watergate affair were the
“real victims" and that the media.
Congress and Judge John Sirica were
“morally wrong” in their handling of
the affair.

Hunt, who received $2.000 from Uni-
con Productions, OU’s student con-
cert-lecture board. for his appear-
ance, said he has *'no sense of reconci-
liation because 1 never received one
crumb of mercy.” Election year
doomed his chances of commutation,
he said.

HUNT REFERRED to his in
carceration and trial as "a travesty. |
was interrogated like a menacing Rus-
sian spy by my inquisitors. Too little
food. terrible conditions. interrupted
sleep—my sensory inputs were re.
stricted. and [ became disoriented.”

When his wife was killed one month
before his trial was to begin, Hunt
changed his plea to guilty because he
was “devastated.” he said. "I hoped
for the mercy of the court, but Judge
(John) Sirica was not to be denied his
headline inquisition™
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Visit Our New Store Outside

The Brighton Mall
‘8497 W. Grand River

Save during our Clearance.
Choose from name brands you can trust--

Bigelow e Lees ® WundaWeve e Barwick

o Alexander Smith

IT’S ON SALE!

Tou'll get the best deal we've ever made!

® Large Roll Balances @ Odd Roll Clearance of Better Carpets
© Quality Remnants 12x 910 12 x 20
® 0dd Roll Balances Remnants
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“You'll Like Our Style”
7 Mite & Middlebelt
Across From Livonia Mall
478-8380
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MEILJER INTRODUCES

POLAROID'S NEW
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POLAROID PRONTO!B

The easigst to use Polaroid camera -

set the

distance, aim, and shoot.
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POLAROID MINUTE
_ MAKER CAMERA

Polaroid's new low priced camera thot ac-
cepts either T88 or T108 film.
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POLAROID $X--70
ALPHA 1
DELUXE CAMERA

POLAROID PRONTO
EXTRA .

The pronto with something extro - o
-“x:l:-vmr 10 put you in your own pic-

. $49"7

MELJER YHRIFTY A"

REG. $19.97
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POLAROID MINUTE
MAKER PLUS

* Tokes 5 kinds of Poloroid instant pi , ine
mmg 80-second super color ond 15-second

te.
. Ehnrommly controlled shutter
* Automatic exposure control,
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