4B (#)

Thursday, March 31, 1977

‘Ready, Set, Grow,” says gardener =

iE ALPERN

The greenhouse 1s alive with a
sudden burst of growth. Begoni
azaleay, bougainvillea, gerani
ums, petunias, phalanopsix and
paphiopedilum orchids are all in
full and brilliant bloom. These are
the days the greenhouse owner
chevishes,

Now we know that even the
plants we feared were dead since
last November were really only
" and the warm sun and
ys have awakened them.
Everything in the greenhouse has
come alive und is clamoring for
more attention, more frequent
watering and more generous feed-
in

s,
THESE ARE busy days as the
weleome sunshine does its magic,
but i’ you're not cautious, it
turn into “black magic” and s
tender foliage, dry wp ting b
desiceate roots and root Lairs.
Some shading = necessary i a
sonth, southwest. suutheast or
western exposure tiat catehes long
hours of afternoon sun. Roll up
shades or other protection ~hould
e mounted by the first week in Ap-
ril. Meanwiile, keeparoll of cheese
cloth handy todrape over sensitive
plants that may be overexposed.
Because most light enters the
srreenhouse throwh the top of the
glass structure and not throagh
side windows ax in our homes,
plants placed on high shelves re-
ceve considerably more hight than
plants ar the floor of
the greenhouse. The sun loving
petunias and geraunms can be
kept close to the apper glass wine
dows or can cascade down from
high s ing .
Butas the sun becomes strongor
other plants winel « up until
now prospered 1n tie hicher more
exposed focations may have to be
rought down
THAVE BEEN wrowing seve
pots of Streptocarpus resii.
beautiful relative of the Afn
violet, on some upper sheives. They
are green, tull and begmning to
bhud, hut they would have burned
and stopped hlovming as the sun
beeame hrighter if Thadn't moved

wed onor

ots.

them down to the floor among the
ferns.

In this new environment of re-
duced light intensity and higher
humidity they are flaunting sev-
eral long stemmed pink, red and
blue trumpets,

Streptocarpus makes a very suc-
cessful house plant, and it is espe-
cially desirable because it flowers
so readily from now until hot
weather. It is easily divided at the
huse and grows rapidly once rooted.
Watceh out for mealy bugs — they
also find it very attractive.

THE HIGHER LIGHT intensity
of the early spring sun means
higher temperatures, and heat
builds up very rapidly in the
greenhouse. Set the automatie
vents to open at 75 degrees on a
sunny day and let the fresh air pour
. This automatic device is a real
boon to the greenhouse owner as it
works without constant supervi-
siom.

No wander in the days of manu
ally operated vents the greenhouse
was called a “hot-house,” for that's
actly what it was. If no one was
around to open the vents, the
xreenhouse became a pressure
cooker.

Cireulate the fresh incoming air
with a strategically placed oscillat-
ing fa nee we are trying to dup-
licate conditions as found in na
ture, keep the fan operating for 24
hours a day. Nature's fans don't
turn off at 6 p.m., and continual air
movement assures a dry leaf sur-
face at all times. This pecially
important at night when the
chance of viral or fungal infection
is preatest.

A LARGE CEILING fan in my
wreenhouse lends a rather exotic
touch reminiscent of an Art Deco
conzervatory of a setting for a
novel by Ernest Hemmingway
This Casa Blanca fan does a great
Job of keeping the heat from rising
too higrh and it also keeps the at-
mosphere light and airy without
harshly buffeting any tender fern

Sun, air and finally humidity,
re the three environmental
factors requiring greater attention
at this time of year. Ax the temper-
ature rises, the mositure in the air
drops. Most plants can endure, in
fact enjoy, the higher day time

Greenhouse gardening

temperature so long as the sur-
rounding humidity is adequate.
Try to maintain it between 10-60
percent especially on sunny days

If you do not have a humidifier,
prop up your hese with misting
head attached so that the fine
spray shoots up. The droplets will
collect on the floor and evaporate
back up into the air

No doubt about it, spring is the
busiest time in the greenhouse, but
it also provides the ideal time for
repotting, taking cuttings and ex-
perimenting. Replant into larger
pots all the plants you want to de-
velop into large specimen plants.
During this period of rapid growth
they will readily withstand the
trauma of the operation and will

i reestablish a vigorous new

system.
WHEN YOU KNOCK the root
ball out of the old pot, take a clean
sharp knife and cut off an inch or
two of the root mass. Instead of in-
Juring the plant, you actually are
stimulating it. Set it in fresh soil in
@ pot one size larger and add a
smull amount of Osmocote, which is

a slow release fertilizer. If you
don’t want the plant to grow any
lur;zer.’dcn't transplant it; just
scoop olit the top two or three in-
ches of soil and replace it with fresh
soil and just a bit of Osmocote for &
spring tonic.

If you have carried over any of
st summer’s fibrous begonias,
take # few of the young basal spr-
outs that already have developed
anincipient root system and start a
new plant.

Young plants produce many
more new blooms than last year’s
old ones and after a few pinchings
vou'll again have a large plant. Tip
cuttings from geraniums. impa-
tiens and many other plants root
and grow quickly, butit is the basal
growth of fibrous hegonias that
mitke the best cuttings,

The durk feaf double pink be-
xonia With a few sprays of white
wlucier ivy draped over the edge
creates a heautiful basket for
either the summer terrace or
ireenhouse.

There'sagreatdeal todoand itis
very exciting, but don’t be too

rushed, or so ambitious that the
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found in the process itselt, so takes.

§ otakess
greenhouse becomes a burden or a few quiet minutes and delight i

bore.

The real joy of all gardening is greenhouse.

10 honored

Ten Farmington area
residents who attend Ma-
donna College in Livonia
have been named to the
dean’s list.

Diane M. Beers. Bar-
bara A. Scherrer and Pa-
tricia . Appel. all had
40. or perfect. grade
points

Others listed were
Joanne P Weiss. Donna
C Mashauer. Janice T
Saddington, Debbie A
Jonna. Dana M. Hoer-
ger. Mary P. Sheerer
and Joann R Jenkins

Phi Beta
Kappa

Phi Beta Kappa
honors were conferred
on Karma Lochrie. 34105
State. Farmingtor. Ms
Lochrie is a student at
DePauw University. [n-
diana.

Ms. Lochrie is the
daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Lochrie,
Jr.. of Farmington. She
is a 1973 graduate of
Pike High School. In-
dianapolis, Ind. She is
majoring in English at

Pauw.
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INCOME
TAX

Our Reputation
is on The Line
every time we
sign a Tax Return
Were a local organizalion Even though we served™
maore than 1.000 clients Ias! year we haven 1 forgotien

that every client s an indmidual  and that each in-=
Cvioual deserves the best service we can provide

When we sign a tax return that we ve prepared we're =
proud of having done the best possible job for you
When you see our signature on your tax return you
can be sure that

1 The counselor who prepared your return was
k4

compeleni_and thoroughly expetienced in tax
Fallars oy e ances

2. You have recewed the maxmym legat geduc- a
ions and the mmnimum tegal tax

. Your tax return has recewed all the tme and at. -

fention Ihat was necessary to Go a proper job 7|

w

4. Your tax return has been double-checked for
both accuracy and tar saving possibuLes

5. Your return has been hancied n a contgential

F lls Income tax

29611 Grand River, Farmington Hills
For Appointment: CALL 477-2313
9-9 Weekdays - 9-3 Saturdays
“Farmington’s First Tax Firm"

BOOK MARK
of NOVI

NOV
SHOPPING CENTER

Get Acquainted Sale

1 & MEADOWBROOK

3489228
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Is Your Body and Tennis Game NOW 'TIL EASTER SUNDAY
_ On vacation
u"a Mr. and Mrs. Charles Case, of 29320 Geraidine Ct., Farmington "MO’L B

Hills, rest near a full size replica of the nation’s Liberty Bell

while on vacation in Sun City. Ariz. The bell was cast from 7.000
pounds of resident-donated metals.

NEEDLEPOINT
KNITTING

CROCHET
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»
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ALL CARDS AND PAPER

 25% OFF |

Shape?

CET WITH IT-

‘In Time for Spring & Summer
LESSONS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS
As Low As ¢ sAn He.

Classes Now Forming
Child Care Available

WOODWARD AT STATE
7 MILE AT LIVERNOIS
RASTLAND CENTER
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SOLItdeWl)S Largest Selection In Area | '
INDOOR TERNIS CLUB !
24100 Indusirial Park Or. Farmington Hills M AR 3

OPEN Mon.-Thurs. 106, Fri. 102, Sat. 105

0 S

CALL TODAY 4717-2300

“IT'S WORTH COMING TO NORTHVILLE!"

What

SET A FESTIVE HOLIDAY TABLE!

For the family gathering, we offer the widest selections in

AR
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Spring

table linens, from tea sets to banquet sizes. .»H:
Duo... i

® Solid colors — sheers — placemats — runners HARBOR MASTER ~$
® New designer prints by Anne Klein & :’

® Hand embroideries from China, and bordered A
cloths on white or bone by Matouk % SR

get together

to bring you
the “GENTRY”
in an *“Iridescent

Please bring table sizes and a dinner plate

KD

Ovals  Oblongs  Rounds Byrd Cloth” of
9 80% Fortrel®
Polyester and
) 20% Cotton.
the linen closet Completely G . h dl)
Wash & Wear enuine Leather Han ags H
in Clamshell. :
Unlined. ......... ...870 Handsome handbags to highlight your new spring costume. 1t's , 3
With Zip-out Wool Plaid Liner. . . . . 890 smart to own one of these beauties by RUTH SALTZ. In black, :
S white, navy, bone and saddle. N
Left . .. A deep roomy shoulder body bag with a roomy out-
e side pocket D . X 1]
I Sfonﬁré‘m Right . . . Our roomy satchel handbag with a good looking
FERNDALE . Sinee ”lgow frame, plus front outside pockets. Truly stunning ......
e b, Handbags ~ all stores
626-7760 Tues. thru Sat. - iiahos oo 107 307 : :
- 1% N =



