The fashion plate

Designs pure fantasty

By RUSTLE SHAND

Is the wide acceptance of fantasy fashions a si-
lent plea for identity? Are women saying "I have
no identity of my own—therefore | assume the
identity of another era and play the role for a few
hours in order to make it through the hum<drum
of daily life?

Often. the woman wearing the vibrantly dramat-
ic costume that gives her a mysterious and dy-
namic appearance turns out to be more like the
girl next door.

And the popularity of the most avant-garde de-
signers. those whose designs say “my clothes
wear you" rather than “you wear the clothes,” 1§
increasing,

So when London designer Marisa Martin
brought her spring-summer collection to Sabrina’s
in the Bloomfield Plaza she discovered a whole
new world of voung. romantic customers

Marisa designs clothes that. as she says. “make
some sort of statement for the heautiful people
who are into the very beautiful. quality thngs.”

“TO ME. CLOTHES should appeal more to the
fantasy side of a woman’s nature hecause we all
need to escape at some time or other.” she said
“People’s lives are becoming so bound by prac-
tical needs that they can tend to neglect the fan-
tasy side of their natues.

“Women should attend to their clothes and
style. should make the hest of themselves in gen-
eral. and find expression to the more extrovert
side of their nature through thewr dress.’”

She decries the “plastic throwaway™ age in
which we live, sdying “here 1in America? it’s all
exterior impression

“They have beautiful things but thev buy them
because they look good."net berause *hev recog-
nize any merit in anything.” she went on. “Every-
thing 15 very ‘glitay.” very many replicas. things
imitation. In England. when I visit a home and
see a Chinese vase. 1 know =t 15 genuine. no* an
tmitation.”

MARISA'S CLOTHES could certanly not be
called imitations. Some of the lace she uses 'o

trim her after-five gowns is from the estate of
Lady Jenny Churchill (mother of Winston’. Much
of the braid comes from turn-of-thecentury sari
gowns from India. The antique hand embroideries
are from China.

She uses silk. matte jersey. chiffon and satin
silk—artfully draped and tucked into exotic eve-
ning wear. Or she puts you in a camival mood
with her Brazilian muslins.

Marisa’s inspiration for fashion design comes
from travel because. she said “it is important to
get to know the world we live in. to see and ex
rience the great richness of cultures and societies
that have developed over the ages.

"I find that 1 am most influenced hy old cul-
tures and the ethnic arts and crafts of these so-
cieties.” she added. “Clothes are 1o me a collage
in fabric.” I love exotic silks. embroideries. trim-
ming. high quality hand-made lace. I search for
original Chinese embroideries and Indian braids
to incorporate in my dresses. The amount of
patient. skilled work that goes into these old
crafts 15 quite fascinating and used on a beautiful
dress will make it a very special garment to be
treasured by the owner ™

MARIS, WN costume of the day consisted
of black “skousers™ (a combination of skirt and
trousers with a harem look). with cerise suede
cowboy boots. a plum silk shirt and antique em-
broidered silk jacket.

It was an opulent costume for a woman of the
world whose grandmother was a dressmaker in
the court of Spain and who. at the age of 11 was
transported from her native Spain to a convent
school in England where she was very lonely be-
cause evervone there spoke only English and she
did not

Marisa earned a mastes of aris degree at the
Royal Coliege of Art in London and started design-
ing and making clothes purely as a means to sup-
plement her income from painting As the de-
mand for her designs grew. she opened her own
shop and later her own design and manufacturing
company which supplies 17 countries throughout
the world
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FASHION KITCHENS

Every St. Charles kitchen is a custom-designed

iece of elegance and effi . You may
choose from contemporary 2nd traditional motifs,
and endless combinations of furniture woods,
textured metals and designer colors, Come
browse in our showrcom.
Free—our colorfully illustrated 44-page Kitchen Ideas
Book, just for éoming in. $3.00 by mail.
Hours: Weekdays 9:00-5:00; Sat. 9:00-12:00
ST. CHARLES KITCHENS OF DETROIT
2713 N. Woodward Avenue
Bloomfietd Hills, Mich. 48013 (313) 334-4771
{(Just South of Square Lake Road)
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Volunteers

Save up to 25% at Wiggs! Excellent Values on Royal Holland Pewter,
Reed & Barton Silver and Gerber Legendary Blades . . .

DAY

The Oakland County Volunteer Bu-
reau, a program of Volunteer Action
Center of United Community Serv-
ices, has weekly listings of agencies
needing volunteers. Further informa-
tion about the agencies and type of
volunteer services needed may be ob-
tained from the bureau. 542-7272.

GRANDPARENTS ANONYMOUS is
a Pontiac-based organization con-
cerned with promoting the well-being
of their own grandchildren and all
minors. The group is looking for 50
volunteers 18 and over who enjoy
working with children to serve as
needed in social service agencies. hos-
pitals and churches.

The time commitment would be
about one three-hour period a week.
Also needed is someone interested in
promoting the organization's goals
through contacts with radio and tele-
vision stations and Time

or five weeks in basic home skills
Topics to be covered include meal
planning. simple interior decorating.
personal care and budgeting.
Classes are held on Monday and
Thursday moming during the school
vear. Volunteers should have some
background in home economics or die-
tetics, and training is provided.

OPERATION FRIENDSHIP
(ROYAL OAK AND BIRMINGHAM)
needs drivers from the Royal Oak and
Birmingham areas to drive members
to and from meetings. The meetings
are held on Tuesday, Thursday or
Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m

BLOOMFIELD HILLS YOUTH AS-
SISTANCE is looking for volunteers
for the program titled People Listen-
ing, Understanding and Sharing
(PLUS). It provides young people in
need from the Birmingham-

commitment here would be flexible

CLINTON VALLEY CENTER in
Pontiac needs family living teachers
to teach one or two classes every four

area with a p
with a caring adult. Volunteers high
school age and older are needed. A !
weekly minimum of two hours per
week is preferred and a one-year com-
mitment is desirable.
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{Plan Your Easter With.Us!
_Easter Sunday

Reservations 626-4200

Royal Holland
PEWTER

25% OFF'!

One Week Only

7

A Wnat a great opportunity 1o save on this beioved Royal
QL Hofland Pewter during our 25% OFF SALE! Save on the
. prioad 50 kow you'l wanit thern for gits
andor yoursael. in 1905 the Quaen of Holiand bestowed the
titlo “Foyal” dua t "the unexcelled workmanship, fumer-
ous. in Intemational Expostions and pieasing
originality of designs.” It was an honor truly dessrved.

Choase from our complate colection of Royal Holland Pew-
fer. . 100 many o Bst. . . bul, remember: the SALE IS
FOR ONE WEEK ONLY!

TheFamous <&
Holiday Collection

in heavysilverplate
by REED,§; BARTON

Now .. . for the first ime in its history . .. Reed & Barton 15 offering
its fomous top-of the-ne silverploted holloware at 20% off regular
prices. Hondsomely fluted in heavy sitverplote,
all 11 serving preces in this best-selling

Holidoy Line’” will beoutifully accent any
table setting. Justin time for the bridal seoson,
this “Holiday " Sale 1s the perfect opportunity
to purchose those needed wedding gifts.

A. Bowl 8% long, 1eg. $24.50, SALE $19.50. . . B. Bawl 12V4” long,
reg. $57.50, SALE $46 . . . C. Water Lily Candlesticks, reQ. $29.95 pr.,
SALE $23.95 pr. . . . D. Water Llly Centorpiece, reg $29.95, SALE
§23.95 . . .E.Bowi 8" da, req. 82250, SALE §17.95 . F. Satad
Dish 15 long, reg. $35, SALE §28.

SAVE 25%
Gerber Legendary Blades

A legelzd in its own time!

Whather yourseH, or asgits, y

i oy heirloom . . . deighttul to enjoy,
o lovingly baqueatit 10 others. Each plece'of Waterford is sthl biown by mouth
and cut wholly by hand in the ancient frsh ity of Dublin,

Waterford iluminates your life! Goblets from left: Shiela $18.25,
Colleen $19, Kildare $15.75, Lismore $15.75, Curraghmore
$26.75, Alana $21.25, Kylemore $17.50, Powerscourt $26.75,
Kenmare $19.

SPRING SALE!

. Gerber prasents two excelient otfers. Both gift boxed
sats are made from the finest cutiery steels 1o pro-

cutting quality. Top: 2-Piece Kings
Ams Set, . . 9" Baimung Carving/boning

Blade & S%" Slegfried Serving Fork . . . reg. $33,
NOW $24.75. " e

Bottom: mmsmm.m,ﬁ.uw
\ $2175. L
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