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Students earn credit; do police work

By JACKIE ku:n\

Two students majorirlg in criminal
justice are getting on-the-job training
for college credits in the Southfield Po-
lice Department’s youth bureau.

The student interns are Lynda DeW-
itt. 23, of Clawson. an MA candidate
at the University of Detroit. and
George Heitmanis. 20, a U-D senior
from Harper Woods.

Miss DeWitt ‘has been working in
the internship program since January,
earning three credit hours in correc-
tions towards her MA in criminal jus-
tice.

Heitmanis is in a one-year inter-
nship program which started last
May. Besides gaining experience in
the Southfield Police Department juve-
nile division. he has undergone exten-
sive investigative training,

““The program in conjunction with
U. of D. benefits the unitersity. The
students and the police department.””

said Southfield police spokesman

Alton Brown. ““One of the assets is ca-
reer recruiting.

“'POLICE OFFICERS show the
criminal justice career candidate
what the outside World really is. It's a
valid working experience for students
who are exposed to all youth prob-
lems.™

Interns like Miss DeWitt help youth
bureau officers by following up on ma-
licious  destruction of property in-
cidents. filing. answering phone calls
and handling a number of other de-
tails.

“It hasn’t been a boring routine
working here once a week.” Miss
DeWitt said. “I've gone on the road
with police officers. toured Oakland
County Jail and juvenile facilities.
watched a juvenile court line-up and
sal in on probate court hearings.

Miss Dewitt says she has no desire
to work with vouths, but still found
work in the juvenile division reward.
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“The only thing I'm certain about 15
my uncertainty.” she said. I imagine
I'll be involved in some phase of the

Neu contract for Hassel

A new contract for Carl Hassel. su-
perintendent of Southfield Public
Schools. was approved last week by a
60 vote of the school board

The contract raises Hassel's annual

annuity payments and car allowance.
Total amount earmarked from the
budget for Hassel is $56.000. Last
vear's total was $55.000. school offi
clals said.

criminal justice system, but I haven't
the slightest idea what that will be.”
Heitmanis has a few definite ideas

about his future . He plans to get his ~ ples of the new breed of professional

BA and maybe go one for an MA in’
criminal justice as well. He also
hopes to earn a law degree.

~I'M THINKING of getting a job as
an investigator for private industry.”
he said, “Police departments have
physical and bureaucratic boundaries.
There’s more freedom and less work
wvolved in investigating white collar
crimes for corporations.

“On the other hand. police officers
help citizens and that Kkind of justice
serves the people. Corporations can't
experience joy or pain. Southfield po-
lhee deal with people and 1 guess I'm
people-oriented.”

Heitmanis is impressed with the
fact that Southfield police are on per-
manent shifts for more visibility n
the community. This arrangement. he

believes. encourages officers to contin-
ue their educations.
~Southfield officers are good exam-

policemen who are urged to get col-
lege and post graduate degrees.” he
said,

~Police are more professional than
doctors who work in a sterile world
where patients come to them. Police
officers go to crime scenes. fit the
pieces together and help solve the
crime. They have to be doctors. law-
vers. psychologists. brothers. sisters.
marriage counselors and public rela-
tions experts.”

When Miss DeWitt and Heitmanis
leave. Southfield Police Lt. Richard
Overmyer. youth bureau chief. will
offer other students the opportunity to
learn the many facets of-law enforce-
ment

One of the six former interns in the
youth bureau is now a case worker
for the federal prison system.
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