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editoria

My mother often has accused me of
being a crepe-paper hanger. atherwise
known as a pessimist. She says | in-
herited the disease from my paternal
grandmother who could supposedly
find a cloud in every silver lining.
However. 1 believe I can truthfully le-
gumize why I'm wniting black in the
mudst of all this recent sunshine
Warm weather has its disadvantages.
and if you live in the Farmington
area, it's a good bet vou're coping
with one

The annual spring plague of
beasties is upon our heads. or more
precisely. nte many a Farmungton
pantry

I'm talkmg about the invasion of
big. black ants that is currently the
talk of the town. The ant mvasion 1s a
commen occurrence n our sub-
division every spring. but the in-
sidious creatures have infiltrated our
sub with a never-before-experienced
ferocuty this year. And the usual meas-
ures have httle wmpact on the hordes
surfacing m my Kitchen

I've come to the dishearteming con-
clusion that ants held traming ses-
sions on how to evade ant trabs this
winter. They also seem to have devel-
oped a frightening resistance Lo pesti-
cides as well, for the usual spraying
has faled to curb the onslaught

This 15 the third spring n our pre-
sent lacation, but never before have 1
wmcurred such an intense hatred for
ants Although my family is the kind

that catches moths in their hands and
runs to the door to set them free.
we're all delighting in squashing
every ant that crosses our path

Actually seli defense motivates the
killings— we're afraid they might
carry us off one-by-one if we don't
mount a frontat attack.

MY RATIONALE for disposing of in-
sects has always been that when they
stay in their place—outstde—they can
continue to live in peace and harme-
ny  Capital punishment comes nto
play when they enter the confines of
my home. My son believes insects can
plead gnorance of the law. but that's

as far as I'm concerned. 1
v nto their domain. and
they have no right to te in mne,
Since I'm considerably larger and cer-
tainly more powerful. the argume:
moat: but this year the quantities
mventiveness of the creatures
\hreatening My sanity

i
are

Yesterday. for example. 1 manuged
to do some cleaming before dinner and
had cvoked a pleasant sensnblity
about the shape of the house—it
wouldn't meet with my grandmother’s
. but the general condition
sfactory for the middie of the
I decided to empty the dish-

week
washer while waiting for-the stove to
do 1ls thing. and there mside a sealed
appliance. which has never sprung o
leak. were the ants. Apparently they
run up through the drains after the
evele 18 completed.
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Warm weather woes

However they manage to get there,
the sight of them among your clean
dishe enough to Kill the appetite in-
stantly as well as instigate a bloed
thirst for revenge.

After making a few frantic phone
calls, my neighbors inform me that
my guess is correct—this year's in-
vasion is @ particularly devastating
one. Resorting to an extirminator, I'm
told. 15 a chaney business. It's about
5-30 among those who've tried it as
to the elfectiveness of fumigation.

SINCE THE FIVE ant traps ['ve
strewn around the kitchen have little
effect. I've just about decided to give
up and turn the house over to them.
I'm hanging in there simply because
the fvod cupboards haven't as yet be-
come a target

The favonte gathering place is right
around the sink. especially 1f you hap-
pen to leave a sticky orange juice can
around

ifut f the siege continues. there's
v telimg how tong [ can hold out. I'm
tiot enough of @ pessimist. despite my
mather’s aceusations. to wish for cold
weather, so ['m about 1o test my read-
ership. If anvone out there can come
v my assistance. this is the one time
ininy a columnist might prove benefi-
cib to my welfare. HELP. and ad-
dr all correspondence to “Be-
seged

Tinkering4round

by LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Anything for ratings

Tommy Carvet knew his career as
4 television talk show host had hit the
skids but he refused to admit that at
the less than awesome age of 36 he
was a has-been. After all. could he
help it if he fell asleep on the job? He
knew he shouldnt have accepted it.
After all. what was a night persen
doing hosting an early morning wake-
up program?

Could he be heid responsible if he
fell asleep while reading the 6.30 a.m
news? Who in the world watches tele-
vision at that hour”

Unfortunately. the station manager
took quite a different view of the situa-
tion.

“How could anyone fall asleep while
reporting on the latest mid-East
crisis?” thundered McBird. the sta-
tipn manager.

When Carvet began to snore into the
microphone that fateful morning,
McBird covered up by running an epi-
sode of an Our Gang comedy.

No one noticed. Seizing an opportu-
nity to get rid of that erstwhile talk
show host and save money at the
same time, McBird handed Carvet a
hastily typewritten note of dismissal.

1t was about that time that Carvet
decided he needed a new gimmick—
something that would make people sit
up in bed and watch Carvet instead of
Johnny-what's-his-name. ONLY CAR-
VETcouldn't think of a new gimmick.
He was lost. One afternoon. as he sat
in his . apartment. contemplating 2
warming notice from his landlord to
pay his rent or move, a stranger dres
sed in a polyester leisure suit walked
out from behind the television set. Car-
vet was shocked.

Was he an agent from the FBI, CIA.
IRS or Phillip Morris?

“Well Carvet, I'm here to make a
deal,” the stranger began. Carvet's
little black dog began to whine and
hid under the couch.

“1 have a perfect gimmick for your
next talk show,” the man in the blue
polyester leisure suit continued.

*“Who are you,"" asked Carvet, notic-
ing the man's neatly polished patent
leather loafers and the carefully
turned up cuffs of his jacket.

“Please allow me to introduce my-
self. As you can see. I'm a man of
weaith and taste.” said the modest vis-
itor.

“Most of my acquaintances call me
Mephistopheles. Mephisto isn't so bad
a name, either.” the man said

It took some persuading to canvince
Carvet but finally ke asked his visitor.
~If you're the devil. how come you're
not wearing a black opera cape
Where are your cloven hooves®"

“PROPAGANDA." Mcphisto an-
swered in sulfur tones. I made that
man Goethe the same offer I'll be
making you and he refused. On top of
that. he wrote that disgusting story [
should have sued

As he paced up and down the room
Mephisto showed off his leis ure suit.

1 like to keep up with the times.
Opera capes are out. Leisure suils are
in

“That’s hellish taste.” commented
Carvet, before he realized what he
was_saying.

“Thank you.” said Mephisto. ob-
viously pleased. “"Now. let's make a
deal. In return for your soul. [ will
give you earth ly life as long as you
please. And 1 will allow you 1o sum-
mon up anyone from my quarter of
the hereafter to appear on vour talk
show."

“A gimmick. I'll take it.” said Car-
vet, jumping up and down. clapping
his hands and hugging Mephisto

“And since you want people like pol-
iticians, writers and other celebreties.
you could probably summon up any-
one you wanted. Just go easy on the
humanitarians. They're a little touchy
about their image and would cause
trouble for me. | have enough dis-
content on my hands as it is.”" Meph-
isto advises

AND 50, A NEW business partner-
ship was formed. Carvet wasn't too
concerned about seiling his soul. After
all, the first payment wasn't due for a
long time. He could always delay it. B
esides. he wasn't altogether sure if he
really did believe in the devil.

‘The next day, Carvet hit the streets
with his new gimmick. He went to the
Big Networks, But they didn't believe
in the devil. Worse yel, they didn‘t be-
leive in Tommy Carvet. So Carvet,

made the rounds of the smaller sta-
uens until he found someone who
would belewe in his marvelous gift
Fnally. he found a station that was
desperately trying to boost its news
ritings.

“Hmmm Catherine the Great
Henry the Eighth, Jack the Ripper.”
mused the station manager. “That's
great but could you get someone more
exciting. more current. How about
Howard Hughes or Gary Gilmore?"”

“What? said Carvet, dismayed.

I'm offering you history and you
wantsensationalism.”

Sadly. Carvet discovered his prin-
cples at an akward moment. He
walked away from the station man-
apger and a $1 million offer. His next
stop was the local educational tele vi-
sion station

THEY LOVED THE IDEA. it was
so educational. Besides it was excit-
g That in itself was an unusual
thing for their outfit to contemplate.
They decided to put Carvet into their
regalar schedule.

¥

By
DOUG
ROSS

With the cost of new houses sky-
rocketing. more and more Detroit-
area residents are moving into apart-
ments. And if you don’t currently live
in an apartment, you probably have
parents or children or friends who do.

If you or anyene you know lives in
an apartment, cut this column out and
keep it. It could save you or a {riend
as much as $500.

QUESTION: 1 know that all apart-
ments require security deposits before
you move in. But how large can a
security deposit be? .

And what can the landlord use the
deposit_for?

ANSWER: In addition to requiring
that you prepay your rent, a landlord
can requirc a security deposit equal
to as much as 1'2 months rent. Legal
uses of that deposit are to reimburse
the landlord for actual damages to the
apartment. past due rent payments.
rent owed as a result of a tenant
breaking a lease and to pay utility
bills not paid by the tenant,

QUESTION: What if 1 notice that
the apartmeni I'm moving into al-
ready has some damage? How can |

Citizens Can Win

Landlord vs. tenant:

$ at stake

make sure that the landlord will not
keep my deposit to pay for this dam-
age that was done by a former ten-
ant?

ANSWER: As soon as you move in,
the landlord must supply you with two
copies of an inventory check list.
Write down every bit of existing dam-
age you can find in the apartment
‘Then return one copy of the list 1o the
fandlord within seven days. Keep the
other copy. It's your protection
against the landlord later trying to
keep all or part of your deposit to pay
for damages done by someone else

QUESTION: When 1 finally decide
10 move out of my apartment, what
should I do to make sure I get my
damage deposit back?

ANSWER: Several years ago. Mich-
igan passed a Tenants Rights Act that
spelled out a procedures for dealing
with damage deposits designed to pro-
tect both tenants and landlords This
is how it works:

*Within 30 days of the termination
of your lease, the landlord must check
your apartment for damage. and mail
you a list of the damages found and

April winds and

Every April brings warm breezes,
buds on trees and the new beginnings
that spring implies. It marks the end
of winter and the start of the baseball
season teo. and | like that. But no mat-
ter how many Aprils roll around, I'tl
never cease to remember Bobby.

Robert Anthony Iden was born on
Aug. 27. 1951. He died nearly eight
months later on a warm and sunny
April 21. His birth certificate reads
Robert Anthony but he was Bobby
from ,day one.

1 thhught I really did something spe-
cial when I gave birth to Bobby. He
was the son you want when you al-
ready have a precious daughter and
he was a strapping big baby for a
pint-sized mother to deliver. He
weighed 82 pounds and was 22 inches
long. Clearly. he'd be a big guy like
his dad

Bobby was my baby much more
than my husband Jack’s in the early
months of his life. I enjoyed the close-
ness of breastfeeding especially be-
cause I hadn't been successful in nurs-
ing older daughter Linda. In those
days. we didnt worry about PBB in
mother’s milk. only how to find a pe-
diatrician who would support a
mother who wanted to nurse.

JACK PAID extra attention to
Linda. perceiving she needed that.

We recorded the baby's growth on
movie reels and in still shots. Jack
caught Bobby in every traditional
baby pose. many with Linda. One
mgvie showed the toddier and the in-
Iagt being bathed in the double kitch-
en sink. laughing and spiashing.

But the best scene of all was never
photographed.

“You'll be on at 3 p.m.. y.
the first week. 9 p.m.. Th ursday. the
second week and 2 p.m. Sunday, the
third.” the station manager said.
~But I thought I'd be in your regu-
lar schedul said Carvet. .
You are,” the manager said, sur-
prised by the question. ““That is our
regular programming schedule,”

As Carvet walked out the door, the
station manager asked him for a tenta-
Uve guest roster.

“Ninety minutes with Atilla the
Hun,” said Carvet proudly.

When Carvet came home that eve-
nng. he found Mephisto watching the
Gong Shaw on television

~I'm looking for mew talent,” he ex-
plained to Carvet.

“You're not keeping your promise,”
Carvet accused.

“Yes, 1 am," said his companion.

“But I'm on an educational tele-
vision Station,” Carvet contin ued.

“Lock. 1 promised you life as long
as you wanted it and anyone I have
for vour show. There's nothing in our
contract about -fame,” Mephisto an-
swered before he turned his full atten-
tion back to the television.
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' consumers white. They

Shirlee
Iden
writes.

You cant eliminate sibling rivalry
altogether no matter how much atten-
tion you give a 2 year old. 1 remem-
ber one day, swget Linda smashed a
78 r.p.m. record over the head of her
surprised brother standing in his play-

n.

Bobby wasnt much over 6 months
oid when he pulled himself up on his
feet. notable since he weighed more
than 23 pounds. Within weeks, he was
walking all over the house, holding
onte furniture for suppert.

He was an easy baby who smiled a
lot, ate well and slept well. Barely 7
months old. he had a four word vocab-
ulary which proved he knew what was
important. He could say mama, dada.
nnda (Linda) and no.

Many psychologists believe that
much of a human personality is
shaped by age 2 and | agree. Altogeth-
er, Jack and ] had five perfect babies
but aithough Bobby only lived 8
months, for us he was and . a
unique son.

His death was unexpected. Sleeping
in his carriage that spring afternoon.
he slipped away. Minutes after laying
him down for a nap 1 found he could
not be roused. 1 had no car, couldn't
drive in fact. so I called my mother.

Reader raps Ross item

Editor:  The first column of “Citi-
zens Can Win" bylined by Doug Ross.
which | have just finished reading in
your April 11, 1977 Observer & Eccen-
tric newspapers, is a continued re-
hash of joumnalistic garbage calcu-
lated to leave the consumer in the
same unfortunate position he has occu-
pied for years and will continue to oc-
cupy until these self-appointed guard-
ians of consumer welfare come to
grips with reality and make genuine
and reglistic attempts to protect con-
sumers against the real varmints in
our society who prey ruthlessly upon
consumers.

The auto repair people are not the
real villains and I'm sick and tired of
having this segment of the business
world held up to continuous and most
unwarranted censure.

1 operae a taxicab service in the
city of Southfield and have been deal-
ing with auto repair and service
people for many years and have found
the vast majority of persons with
whom 1 have dealt to be con-
scientious, considerate, competent,
anxious to be of service and highly
ethical. )

Now let’s discuss the real varmints,
the parasitic bloodsuckers who bleed
: ite, They are lawyers,
insurance companies (both casualty
and life conmpanies), a substantial seg-
ment of the medical profession, the

telephone companies, the electric com-
panies. the gas companies and the oil
companies, to mention some of the
most flagrant offenders. Let me not
forget the Congress of the United
States whose recent salary increase
not only fanned the flames of inflation
bt also raped the American tax-
payers who are in fact the American
consummers. Almighty God, where was
Common Cause, Doug Ross or the
rest of. the consumer saviors during
the recent Congressional rape of the
American consumer?

The State of Michigan has a con-’
sumer services department at 1200
Sixth in Detroit. This agency is sup-
posed to assist citizens who have le-
gitimate complaints against insurance
companies and is headed by an insip-
id, do-nothing bureaucrat named Har-
old Headrick who should be ashamed
to .!;ke the $27,000 annual salary he is
paid.

I had a very serious complaint
which I filed with Headrick against
Greas American Insurance Co. of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio in June of 1976 and the
matter has never received any mean-
ingful attention from Headrick. Come
on and lend me a hand Doug Ross
a:[d Il really give you a consumer
gripe to sink your chops mto.

E LEONARD LOWENSTEIN

the amount the landlord is deducting
from your damage deposit to pay for
it

««If you agree with the landlord's
damage assessment. there is no prob-
lem. He simply will deduct the in-
dicated amount and return the bal-
ance of your damage deposit. if any.
to you. But. if you disagree with him.
you must tell him so in writing within
seven days of receiving his letter.

1f you disagree with the landlord.
he has two options. He can either take
you to court and sue you to pay for
the damages that you claim arent
your responsibility. Or, he can return
your entire damage deposit to you.
And he must do one or the other with-
in 45 days of the termination of your
lease. If he fails to act within this 45-
day period. he loses his legal right to
claim any damages from you. and
can be required in court to give you
back double your security deposit

*it 1s the tenant’s responsibility to
leave a forwarding address and to re-
spond to the landlord’s notice of dam-
age. Failure to respond to such a no-
tice is legally treated as a tenant's
agreement to the amount of damages
listed by the landlord.

Bobby

the pediatrician and the police. They
all responded but the police arrived
first and we raced to the hospital
where 1 was told what 1 already
knew, my chid was dead.

<o e . "

AS | WALKED away from Bobby's

grave the next day, a friend put her
arm around my shoulder and I turned
and said to her: “Nothing this terrible
can ever happen to me again

1 was 2 vears old the day of

Bobby's funeral and [ was wrong. We' *
have been beset by other tragedies--

since

We had Lauren, Elaine and Bruce
since our first son died. and then,
when she was 14. we lost Linda too.
after a long illness.

This is a more sophisticated time in

many ways. Parents today. on suffer-
ing the death of a child. can join a
group and gain the therapeutic value
of sharing their experience. Of
course, not all do this. Sorme just pick
up the pieces of their lives and go on,
letting life happen as we did.

In his deep grief, Jack destroyed all
of the movie footage of Bobby and
many other pictures. but I was able to
save a few. Lauren. Elaine and Bruce
never knew their brother except for
our conversations and a very few pic-
tures.

A quarter of a century is a very
long time. We drove by our former
home the other day and the tree that
Jack planted in memory of Bobby
towers over the house

In June, Elaine and her husband
Alex will make Jack and me grand-
parents and we look forward to that
new status and the pleasure it is cer-
tain to bring.

But [ remember Bobby.

From our readers

YMCA lauds story
on Invest in Youth

Editor:

Thanks so very much to Loraine
McClish for the great article in a re-
cent Observer regarding the YMCS In-
vest in Youth campaign. She did a
marvelous re-write job.

We had a number of calls regarding
the fund drive and I think everyone re-
marked on the good article so we
gave Ms. McClish credit for it.
are greatly appreciative of your gener-
ous help.

So, from the YMCA staff, the Board
of Directors and all the kids who ben-
efit from the Invest in Youth, many,

READERS’
FORUM

Letters must be original copies
and contain the signature and ad-
dress of the sender.

Limit letters to 300 words.

we 1

Mol



