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Soap stars eclipse Jackie O
in pop culture, researchers say

Super movie stars like Redford and
Streisand haven't been shoved out of
the limelight by names like Jacquie
Courtriey and George Reinhoit. bt
they've acutally had to move over
some

Courtney and Reinholt? Unknowns®
Not to mitlions of fans who tune
~One Life to Live” daily to see these
popular lovers while indulging in an
ever more fashionable pastime—
watching television soap operas.

“Soap opera stars have begun to
take their places alongside movie
stars.” said Doris Scarlett. a Mich-
zan State University studgnt and ob-
server of the soap scene since child-
hood. .

Mrs. Scarlett and former magazine
editor Mary Hamilton. both doctoral
candidates working with pop culture
specialist Dr. Russel B. Nye. said that
even though the basic appeal of th con-
tinuing davtime drama hasn't
changed in 25 vears the status of
thewr stars has.

The stars real and fictional lives
and activities now are celebrated n
magazines. digests. newsletters and
by fan clubs. The actors and acresses
are family to viewers and somehow
“attainable.” the researchers said

“~Since Watergate. Americans have
not only become more sophisticated
about what thevre willing to believe
but so bored with big scandals that
mike them feel
- simplify things to the level of bac
fence wossip.” Ms. Hamilton sawd

Over the years. ~he saud, peaphs
have eninved the scandals. fragedies
and crises of xuch super rieh and una
tainadle celebrities as Ehzabeth Tay
tor and Jackie Onasss tn movie magi-
zines playving on escape and the
money-cant-buy-happiness theme

However. the former editor said
that n the past five vears movie
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magazine circulation figures have
been dropping and magazines like
People that focus on more ordinary
mortals and their evervday lives have
grown,

As photographer of celebrities Ron
Galella told Ms. Hamilton, “people
want escape. hut more in the way of
entertainment People s a classier
fan magazine

And just as in People. the new pulp
publicatins. unabashedly called Soap
Opera Peaple or something similar.
scandal is not the issue. Articles are
about the stars'children. hobhies, ac-
comphishments, happy marriages or
backgrounds

The characters actors portray cre-
ate something that veteran star Don
JeLaughlin, who hax appeared as ia-
therly Chris Hughes on “'As the World
Turns™ tor 20 vears. calls “more than
entertainment

I e fowke
Be told Mrs

od daytime story.”
Seaclett, “viewers are

surtepatie aith characters who are
preonee they have known sometimes
for ved Aime television is like

goms 1 heater—he  dramatie
and often swlent action brought o 4
erttical piteh by performers who are
abvously setors.”

In this cimate. personal, almost
familial wvelvement s an mportant
crteron sor enjoyment. Some day
Hme stars ¢ achieved 2 measure
om*
wem who plavs Lisa on
and Rith War-
Tyler on AN
nightelab
ircher sa
war o Seareh for Tos
morrow” smee L began n 1951 sinus
and recards albums.

One reasn for the daytime Stars
popularty s the mereased visibility
she said There are now 14 shows
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ZIP YOUR WAY '
FROM SHORTS
TO PANTS

Hit the trail

in clasnic shorts. !
Then zip on the

legs complete with |
button-up eycling |
tabs, and leave od
the competition
behind. White and
khaki in 6 sturdy
cotton-blend duck.
$47.50

aired daily with a combined audience
of 115 million. In the 1950s. only five
were on television

“People are now willing to admit
they watch them.” Mrs. Scarlett said
“Celebrities like Van Clibumn  Andy
Warhol and Supreme Court Justice
Thurgood Marshall get hooked like
anybody else.”

What the fans are hooked on are sto-
ries in which the action never ends
and every installment features a plot
recap and cliffhangers 1o entice view-
ers 1o tune in tomorrow.

Stories attempl o reflect selective
real life with fantasy elements. The

U-M extension

spring classes set

The University of Michigan Exten-
sion Service will offer courses in Bir-
mingham and Southfield during a six-
week ng term beginning the week

)

The seven courses offered at the
new Birmingham Center for Contin-
wng Fducation include such topics as
Women and the Law. Low Energy
Lifestyles. and Theones of Feminism
Challenging Sex Diserimination in
Fducation

A graduate course m public healih
Health Palicy and the Leaslative
Process. s scheduled n Southfield

The Dearborn Regional Center of
the U-M Extension Service adminis-
ters the credit program in these com-
munities. The center is located in the
Classroom-Administration Building on
the U-M Dearborn campus. 4801 Ever-
green Road: telephone 271-2300. ext
o

Course regstration may he made at
the center officd.
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characters wha play the game of life
are often middle to upper class people
with fantastic wardrobes and beauli-

Electrical Supplies

Complete line for home owners and con-
tractors at our Rochester branch.

ROCHESTER, 435 N. Main at University

you'l sex us in u better light

PHONE 651-4302

ful homes

In spite of a moralizing tone. each

s0ap opera tends 0 involve the two or
three {amilies it focuses upon 1n some
situations that at first couldn't be han-
dled on night-time television.Abortion.
rape. impotence and incest are plot 0

elements m addition to romance and N
infidelty. Since that late 1960s. pro-
fanity. more ardent embraces be-
tween lovers. inclusion of minorities.
blue-collar workers and Catholics
have been innovations along with se-
quences designed to comment on so-
cial 1ssues

3pcs.
|

“This new relevance has raised the
question of whether soaps have gone
bevond entertamment into education
and consciousness-raisme. Mrs. Scar-
tett said  She noted three net vi
shows had story lines on the \vetnam
wiar single parenthood. rape. mastec-
tamy and child abuse

X

Agnes Nixon. writer of two of these

shows. Al My Children™ and ~One
Lafe to Live.” calls the new plats “con-
temporary public service storwes”
Mrs Scarlett said that ratinus and
comuments from producers and view-

ors show that the mam reason seaps
eust s sl dor entertainment
A eloments o the oap
pera farmila, neiuding tocus on fam-
G and ther members” emations
muity and rec remsed
the same over o she wed
4 tormula chat can’t

B
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Night-time <hows “Beacan Hil” “UvoNia BIRMINGHAM
and “Executive Sute.” touted as soap 2900 W 0 mie 221 Hambion
operas. bath failed. she said B et

“One reason they fafled was simply ALY £.30.5.30 DALY 930,530
that having to wait & whole week to Mon. & Fr 119 p.m. Thurs. & Fre 01 9 pum
see the next episode was tno jong Cloted Sunday

That doesn fit in with the soup for-

REDWOOD...REDWOOD...REDWO0D

5pC....... 48" table with four curved
benches

chair and end table

Il Gmeretia snown
Replacement cushions
S 35S ovailable
3
-

qQuick assembly

$179.95

Chaise lounge witn ctun

$152

ses !
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MCHIGAN BANKAMERCALD

mula.”

The pro .
short-term financing
isnt limitedto

is a function of cash fow.

Short-term financing, as any good businessman knows,

Like when school tuition is due before the bonus is
paid. Or vacation time arrives before the tax refund.

Usually you handle it with one or more bank loans.
Which means one or more trips to the bank.

Now there’s a simpler way: Instaline, the new revolvirig
credit account at National Bank of Detroit.

Youapply only once for Instaline. Then, any time you
need money, you simply write in the amount you need on a
special Instatine form. then cash it at-any NBD office.

You can apply for Instaline credit in an amount as low
as 500, or all the way up to $10.000. You have the pro-
tection of minimum monthly payments. And the advantage

big business.

m lhs_taline.

Equal Credit Opportunity Lender

lem of

of being able to make large partial payments. or repay the
amount in full. at any time with simple interest. And
Instaline costs vou nothing until you use it.

Instaline. For evervone who occasionally needs help in
covering the financial peaks and valleys of life.

And you can apply for it at any NBD office.

Making banking better foryou. .
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