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County health .dept. sets sights on hypertension

By ELIZABETH KURNETZ

Hypertension has become a target
of efforts to expand public preventive
medicine programs in Ozkland Coun-
ty.

Also kmown as high blood pressure,
hypertension—if untreated—can lead
to heart or kidney failure or a stroke.

In order to combat-this problem,
Oakland - County is seeking federal
funds for a $125.000 a year community
hypertension program, at the urging
of Joseph Montante. who is both a
county commissioner and a medical
doctor.

“T think people are consciously con-
cerned about their health and about
preventive medicine. In my 35 years
of practice, ane of the most common
concerns of almost 100 per cent of my
patients is their blood pressure,” said
Montante (R-Orchard Lake), chair-
man of the board's health committee.

“Our goals are to get the most
people we can to come to program
clinics for blood pressure checkups, to
evaluate them properly and to make
referrals to other clinics or physicians
as needed." he said.

“The two most important parts of
any medical program are 1) the
patient and 2) the physician. Without
them, you can't have a program,” he
added.

According to Montante. a normal
blood pressure reading is 140/90. He
said anything higher than 150 for the
systolic or upper reading. or higher
than 100 for the lower or diastolic
reading, is considered abnormal and
indicates the patient has hyperten-
sion.

If a diagnosis of hypertension is
made, the doctor said. it usually can
be controlled readily under a physi-
cian's care with diuretics and other
anti-hypertensive drugs.

Otherwise, ignoring evaluation or
treatment can lead to restrictive dis-

State resumes extra

weeks of jobless pay

Gov. William G. Milliken has signed
an agreement which will restart and
continue the Federal Supplemental
Benefit (FSB) program for 59,200
wemployed FSB recipients in Mich-
igan.

The program ended March 26, but
following congressional passage and
President Carter's signing of an exten-
sion bill earlier this month, FSB will
continue until Jan. 31, 1978. The (eder-
ally funded FSB program as now
amended provides up to 13 weeks of
jobless benefits 1o those who exhaust
their regular state and extended
unemployment benefits.

The MESC will resume making FSB
payments immediately. In anticipa-
tion of legislative action, the MESC
had requested that all FSB claimants
continue reporting on their regular re-
porting day to their local MESC of-
fices so they could be paid retro-
actively for the weeks since March 26
once the program resumed.

Milliken emphasized that the exten-
sion of the FSB program does not
mean that claimants will receive

abilities, longterm chronic illness and
premature death.

Montante said there are many
known causes for high blood pressure
but that the cause of the most com-
men type of hypertension is stillunk-

He said can affect fe-

ing is nearly $125,000. Oakland Coun-
ty's share would be $19,000 or 15 per
cent of the total. Of this, $8.400 would
be appropriated from county funds set
aside to match federal funds while the
remaining $10,600 would come from
nown. “in-kind services,” such as use of

county buildings and equipment.
The largest chunk, $106,000 or 85 per
cent, would be federal funds allocated
by the state.
Once the money is received and ap-
proved by the Oakland County Board
of Commissioners, and program em-

ployees are hired. Montante said, the
program will be “implemented imme-
diately.”

To start. a program coordinator,
two parttime public health nurses
and one parttime typist would be

d. .

hired. gram

The details of where program clin-
ies would be located are not complete,
but Montante said most of them will
be in county health departmi
the remainder in schools and new loca- -+
tions specifically set up for the pro- .

males as well as males and young as
well as older persons. However, he
said. blacks are more prone to high
blood pressure than whites.

Still, it is known that as one grows
older, arteries become thicker and
less elastic to different degrees, de-
pending on one’s constitutional make-
up. heredity and dietary habits. Hard-
ening of the arteries can lead to hyper-
tension.

“As the arteries become thicker
and less elastic. the heart has to
pump harder to move blood through
the body,” said Montante

“This leads to cardiac or heart en-
largement just as any muscle that is
overworked enlarges. The con
sequence of this is cardiac failure.”
he said.

Montante said the idea for the hy-
pertension control program. which
would be implemented in mid-May.
with funding ford for one year from
the U.S. Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare preventive medicine
programs.

On April 7, the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners voted 20-3. to
apply for the grant.. Among those vot-
ing against it were local commission-
ers Henry Hoot (R-Troy) and Dennis
Murphy (R-Novi). Four commission-
ers were absent

Murphy called it “creating an em-
pire.”

“We're in the process now of nego-
tiating with the state government for
the exact amount of the grant,” said
Montante. He said it should be around
$100,000. The proposed program fund-

more weeks of jobless benefits. In-
stead, the period during which FSB
payments will be made has been ex-
tended, so that unemployed workers
will not be cut off short of maximum
benefits.

The new federal aw, however, cuts
the FSB prograth back from 26 weeks
to 13 weeks on April 30.

Those claimants who were entitled
1o and recefved more than 13 weeks
of FSB can continue drawing FSB up
to their maximum until April 30, but
starting on May 1, the maximum FSB
payout will be 13 weeks.
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Many items at 2 price—Bloomfield Hills store only
FOLLOW OUR SEARCHLIGHTS IN THE SKY!

If you missed our last sale, here's another chance to take advantage of the many lower-than-ever
values. Follow the searchlights to qur Bloomfiled Hills store, this Thursday, April 28th from 6:00 p.m. to
11:00 p.m.... 5 hours of mad, mad prices. In order to prepare for this event, our Bloomfield Hills store will
be closed until 6:00 p.m....then our doors will open until 11:00 p.m....5 hours of complete madness.

DREXEL SOFAS AND CHAIRS: Select group of fine
quality sofas and chairs, alf reduced for this sale.

Sofas, orig. $675-3875. Now on sale ...... ..$399
Chairs, orig. $309-$419, Now on sale ........... 3199

PARTY TABLES in oak, pine or pecan tops. some Hi-Lo
party tables included in this group.
L $169-5259

Nowonsale .............
Matching Party Chairs, Now onsale ... .. from $99

SIMMONS Hide-a-Beds, Wittenberg and Selig Sofa-
Sieepers in a wide selection of styles and fabrics. Some
floor samples. Orig. $460-$620.

Now onsale . ....from %299

SELIG, HICKORY-FRY, VANGUARD, MAXWELL-
ROYAL, CHARLTON and KAY-LYN sofas and chairs:
choose from our fine selection...You may even place
“Special Orders" during Moonlight Madness only at these
sale prices. Nowonsale ........... 10%-20% Off

“CLASSIC” GENUINE LEATHER SOFAS available for im-
mediate delivery in brown, or may be special-ordered in
other colors at this price. Orig. $1,331. Now on sale

FINE LAMPS: wide choice of styles in this group;
table, chain, and swag lamps, reg. t0 §99.95.
NOWONSale .........c..cooeoiiiiiiiia.l. $39

LA-Z-BOY RECLINA-ROCKERS, WALL RECLINERS,
SWIVEL-ROCKERS and RECLINERS: Traditional, Early
American, Modern designs, covered in fine fabrics or
Vinelles, 1eg. 108279 .................. rom $179

HICKORY-FRY, BEACHLEY AND SELIG one-of-a-kind
chairs: choose from several fabrics and colors.
Orig. $149-5299 ..

DREXEL AND HERITAGE sofas, loveseats, chairs and
ottomans ~ floor samples,

Nowonsale........... U 30% off

BAKER and THOMASYILLE,CHAIHS. Traditional styles
in velvets, prints, quilts, fioor samples ... ... 50% %ff

KLING AND THOMASVILLE solid pine occasional tables,
including ends, lamps, commodes and cocktail tables.
Your choice . 20% off

SERTA MATTRESSES AND FOUNDATIONS: You save
$20 on the mattress, you save 50% on the foundation and
you get a bed frame free during our Moonlight Madness
Sale. Sold in sets only.

TWIN SET, 2-pe. set, reg. $179.95 ......... $114.95
FULL SIZE. 2-pc. set, reg. $219.95 ......... $144.95
QUEEN SIZE, 2-pc. set, reg. $289.95 .. ... $197.50
KING SIZE, 3-pc. set, reg. $399.95 ......... $279.95

You get a free frame with each set.

PARSON'S TABLES in your choice of many sizes and
shapes in white, brown, putty or olive ash burl formica

surfaces.
50% Oft

Now on sale

PACE GENUINE LEATHER BEDROOM Inciudes: queen
platform bed with foam mattress and 2 attached 4-drawer
night stands: 3 matching cabinets including 1-hanging
unit, 1-9 drawer unit and 1-3 drawer 2 shelf unit plus
matching valet with mirror, orig. $8,985.

Now on Sale at ¥z off B $4500

THAYER-COGGIN "PLAYPIT" sectional sofas: including
corner sections, armless sections and ottomans. Choose
from over 200 fabrics

..20% off

Now on sale ...

BOY'S AND GIRL'S CORRELATED BEDROOM GROUP-
INGS: “La Reine” and “Lemon Tree" for girls in white with
yellow trim; “Ship Ahoy” with Formica tops, for boys.
Wide selection of dressers, decks, chests, desks and
beds. Nowonsale ... ... ... 10%-40% Off

THOMASVILLE bedroom, dining room and occasional
collections: Lombardy, Camille, Tameriaine Il La Galerie,
Patterns 35. ’

Nowonsale ..................... 20%-50% Oft

HERITAGE sofas, loveseats, chairs & ottomans in your
choice of hundreds of covers (including special orders).
NOW ON SBI8 .......eeveeeernaernnnnnnnn., 20% off

DILLINGHAM diring room, bedroom and occasional cok
lections in hand-rubbed. ciled walnut. :

NOW O Sa18 ... iviviieieeeienennna 20% off

Use our convenient charge plan, BankAmericard or Master Charge .

- Towne & Country i .

Bloomfield Hills store only—4107 Telegraph Rd.-MI 2-8822
A (atLongLakeRd) R - i




