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- A New Incentive

Secondary Schools Alter Curriculum’
Teachers And Students Like The Change
~

Last of Series

(Following is the final
in a series on school

issves. Today, Wylie
k Gerdes looks atcurriculum
changes in the Farmington
secondary schools.

Extensive changes in
the teaching of some aca-
demic subjects seem to
have rekindled the enthu-
siasm of teachers and
students.

The new sequences of
instruction tend toconnect
the subject matter with
the world outside of a
clessroom and make the
subject more immediataly
useful to the studant.

How changes happen
is also examined with a
prediction that students
soon will take on added
responsibility in determin-
ing curriculum.}

BY WYLIE GERDES

Strident arguments have been
volced by members of Farm-
Ington's secondary school com-
munity over too-slow or too-
quick changes In dress codes
or student rights.

But the most important, and
untll recently the most static
aspect of school living, seem-
ingly has been gnored,

What and how students should
learn escaped much discusston
wtll  Sputnik began making
nolses over the United States,
Then mathematics and sclence
curriculums across our nation
were closely Inspected for pos-
sible Improvement,
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ENGLISH, historyand the blo-
logical sciences appeared to
be fgnored, After all, how many

ways can world history be
taught?
Farmington’s two high

schools have come up with an
emphatic answer to that ques-
tion, True world history, not
the history of western civili-
zation alone, can be taught flex-
ible segments designed for to-
day’s youth,

Flexibility has become the
outstanding feature of threa cur-
riculum  experiments in the
Farmington distrlct,

The first experiment began
last year In English classes
In Farmington High School. In
place of English 10, 11 and 12,
2 program of two basic classes
and 2 serles of diversified
classes in four groups was In-
stituted,

A Fundamental Skills and In-
troduction to Literature and
Composition class are required
of all students, From there,
the program expands intoclass-
e5 able to glve in-depth treat-
ment to areas probably given
Mttle consideratica intradtifon-
al English classes,
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IN ONE GROUP are classes
such as American Culture, Hu-
manities, Mass Media, Mytho-
logy, Directed Reading and
Reading Improvement,

Another grouping Includestwo
English literature courses, two
world literature courses, two
American lfterature courses,
and a course each In drama
and Shakespeare,

Essay writing, two creative
writing classes, and two jour-
nallsm classes are in another
group, together with business
English,

The fourth group includes
speech, forensics debate, dra-
matics and stagecraft,

Both teachers and students
overwhelmingly approve of the
change, according to Miss Rita
Pleron, an English teacher at
Farmington Highwhowas close-
1y tnvolved with formulating the
new program.

““We are demanding a lot of
our teachers,” Miss Pleron
says, especially In prepara-
tico. But the program Is so
exciting that teachers have re-
sponded with closer coopera-
tion,
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THE FACT that teachers are

allowed to select the area in

which they will teach also helps
hold interest.

“All our teachers teach s0p-
homores,” Miss Pleron says,
noting that teachers new to the
system used to be placed on
the lower levels,

Serious consideration of a
change 1In the English curricu-
jum ut Farmington High began
sbout three years ago, she says.

fi'We didn*t seem to begetiing

anywhere, and instead of la-
menting the fact, we decided to
do something,” sbe coufided.

‘The school’s English teachers
banded together and agreed on
a flexible program, Much of
the work was done on their own
time,

A new English program used
at Birmingham’s Groves High
Schoo! was constdered, but Miss
Ploron recalls that it was “not
quite what we had in mind,”

Practical matters such as
scheduling, the teachers avail-
able in special interest areas,
and textbooks also had to be
considered.
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THE ENGLISK Department
surveyed the English classes
to  determine which classes
would ltkely be most popular,

They even anticipated the
extra demands which would be
made on counselors because
of the expanded program and set
up a system tn which English
teachers give advice to students
in the English program.

To allow a midyear change
in textbooks if necessary, all

paperbacks are required for
the courses. Hardback books
must be used at least five years
‘because of their cost,

The Farmington High English
program’s use of paperbacks
15 shared by the new social
studles system being tried for
the tirst time this year at both
high schoals,

Joseph Nicita, director of
secondary educatlon, says that
the soctal studies program also
was developed entirely by the
ciassroom teachers, The social
stodies program has groups of
classes, lncluding some in Af-
rican, Asian and Middle Eastern
history, areas usually lgnored
in traditional classes,
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ONE GROUP contains several
afferings in European history,
another courses in African and
Middie Eastern history, and a
third concerns Asfan history and
culture, The fourth group s
Amerfcan history and culture
classes.

A new blological sclences
program is beginning this year
at North Farmington High and
East Junfor High, Niclta says,

Farmington

Calendar

IMMUNIZATION CLINIC

Sept. 10. The Oakland County Health Department will Spt;n—
sor an Immunization clinic In the Wheeler Street Fire Sta-
Hon from 10:30 a.mu, - 12:30 pum,

FARMINGTON CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

Sept, 10, The Farmington Citizens Association will hold its
first general membership meeting in the Farmington Com-
munity Center at 8 p.m, Business will include explanation
of the purposes and activities of the assoclation and selec-

to solicit for of-

tion of a
fice,

PIONEER GOLDEN AGE CLUB

Sept. 10, The Ploneer Golden Age Club will hold 2 bustness
meeting in St. Alexander’s soclal hall,

SENIOR CITIZENS DROP IN CENTER

Sept. 10, Farmington Senior Citizens Drop In Center will
hold a potluck luncheon in the Farmington Masonic Temple.

HILL AND DALE GARDEN CLUB

Sept. 11. The Hill and Dale Garden Club will meet at 8 p.m,
in the Farmington Community Center. Guest speaker Mrs,
Betty Frankel will discuss ‘How to Establish a Perennial

Garden.’* Guests are Invited,

ALPHA DELTA P

Sept. 11, Alpha Delta P! North Suburban alumnae group will
open the fall season with a couples potluck supper n the home
of Mr, and Mrs. Prescott Crisler at 32411 Queensboro, Farm-

ington,

BLUE STAR MOTHERS

Sept. 18, Chapter 49 of the Blue Star Mothers of America
wili hold a business meeting at 1 p.m. in Clarenceville United

Methodist Church,

SENIOR CiTIZENS SOCIAL CLUB

Sept. 12, The Senlor Citizens Soctal Club will have a social
afterncon with cards beginning at noon in the First United
Methodist Church soclal roem. Bring a sandwich,

Farmington Man Aids
In Camille Clean-Up

A Farmington resident is
deeply involved in the massive
cleanup and rehabllitation pro-
jects in the Gulf Coast area
following Hurricane Camille,

Henry MaureF of 24568 Lin-
coln Court, manager of the West
Regional Red Cross office, re-
ported by telephone from his
location {n Mississipp! toSouth-
eastern Michigan Red Cross
bheadquarters in Detroft that
“dhe devastatlon caused by Ca-
mitle is nbelievadle, I looks
to me as though the areawas hit
by bombs.”"

Maurer and Kemneth A,
Baroes of Mt, Clemens, man-
ager of the Macomb Reglonal
Red Cross affice, were sent to

the disaster relief statf as rep-

Two years af pilot study has
been dooe at East and North
Farmington on the new sertes,
R emphasizes lsboratory in-
‘vestigation rather thanlectures,
The program was developed by
the federally-supported Blo-
logical Sclences Curriculum
Study done a decade ago,

The study found the lecture
approach Is not very worksble
in teaching the blological sci-
ences and suggested three pro-
grams with slightly differing
areas of emphasis, Two will
be tried in the Farmington
system this year,
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NICITA SAYS that he expects
few changes in the curriculum
uwntfl  adjustments have been
made to the new programs,

His goal now s “to do a
good job of Implementing the
changes we've made,”

The process of making cur-
riculum changes is the key to
keeping an active healthy school
system, It changes are hard
to make and take years, they
are often outmoded by the time
they are completed,

Now teachers propose
changes to the Secondary Coun-
cil which is made up of sec-
ondary administrators,

It the change is minor, the
Secondary Councll can initiate
it. Major changes are passed
onto the Board of Education’s
curriculum committes, which
makes recommendations to the

d,

The curriculum committee
can recommend changes of its
own. The members of this group,
Gary Lichtman, Richard Frank-
el and Mrs, Patricla Smith,
have emphasized consideration
of minority groups, human re-
lattons, and the role of coun-
salors, according to Niclta,
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‘THE CHANGING process took
@ an added dimensicn only a
few months ago when a Citizens
Advisory Committee wasnamed
to study school problems, One
af its {irst tasks was to form
2 Family Life Education com-
mittee to study sex education
and other types of programs
which might arouse sensitivity
In the community,

Niefta comments that Farm-
Ington 1s trying to avold a sit-
uation similar to the one In Li-
vonia where no communication
between the school board and
the public accentuated 2 con-
troversy over sex education,

“Trylng to Involve the city
takes a lot of work,"” the direc-
tor of secondary education says,
and the Family Life Commit-
tee has been meeting continual~
1y this summer,

Teachers and administrators
figure heavily in any currleu-
lum change, and the advisory
committee gives parents some
volce, That leaves the student
part of the school community
triumvirate approximately
where it always has been --
with the power to observe and
not much else,
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STUDENT POWER on dress
codes likely will come to the
test before the first snow falls,
‘The controversy at North Farm-
ington which began last spring
has not been resolved, But some
observers think that the strike
at North was only 2 prelude to
formal student participation o
many other more important 1s-
sues, including curriculum,

Nicita personally belioves
that  student participation is
coming, although they’re “not
much involved” yet, He adds
that consideration of curriculum
by students hasnt been done
1n any high school yet.

“Students say they want to
be involved,” Nicita says, “and
Ithink Its not a threat,”

“I'm convinced high school
aged students In many cases
are mature enough to know the
kind of course which wiil be
to them," he says,

of
Michigan Chapter. They are

part of the 469 emer-
gency team sent by the Ameri-
can Natlonal Red Cross from all
over the Unlted States,

The two men have been
assigned todisaster relief head-
quariers In Gulfport, Miss., and
have been working with hurri-
cane victims to provide im-
mediate needs, They will soon
be assigned to fleld case work
which requires that they per-
sonally visit affected familles
to determine longterm needs,
Over 10,000 families have reg-
istered with the Red Cress for
rehabilitation aid,
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5000 mites.

Econo-lining
will l2st 1 year
or 10,000 miles

4-WHEEL
COMPLETE
BRAKE REBUILD

GOOD ¢ ]
Econolining will fast 1 year or
10,00 miles
BETTER ¢ "
OE quality lining will last 2
years or 20,000 miles

*

BEST ¢

Premium master-balanced
quality. Will last 3 years or
40000 mifes

@ AN prices (Orum trpe] are installed prices for Chevrolet, Plymouth,

BRAKE SERVICE

' BRAKE RELINE

You got all new brake lining installed
on new or factory reconditioned brake
shoes by our trained experts, and a
tree brake adjustment at 1500 and

OF quality
lining will last

Here’s what you get with our
complete 4-wheel brake rebuild.

o Rugged, heavy duty beake lining for all
four wheels — bonded of rivets

 Replacement of all brake shoes (front and
rear) with two complete sets (B) of new
brake shoes - properly "arced"to fit drums

« Remachining and truing of all four brake
drums to fit brake shoes perfectly for
maximum braking action

 “FREE" brake adjustments at first 1500
miles o 30 days, whichever occurs first,
and each 5000 miles thereafter for the
life of the fining

Here’'s what we do:

« Rebuild ot replace the ydraulic cylinder
00 each whee! if necessary

BRAKE RELINE GUARANTEE = 1f Goocyesr inyatied brake refines should wear out befor the O
Lime or mikage inGicated, (he Insuaing Gacetyess Servica Stare wi, upon sumender of
22 invaice, supply new linings 464 other parts necessary at no cha

ord, Docge and a1l U.S. compacts, Others sHghtly Nigher.

rdiess of
’l::ag:e system has had we ¢an
o your problem. >€ 0
T;:’:ut’;ny ¢rouble you're having
with your brakes.

b

quality. Will
last 3 years or
40,000 miles.

1t Must Be Right or We Make it Right!

the wear your

See us nOwW

Premium
master-
alanced

» Remove, clean, Inspect, repack and adjust
frent wheal bearings

o Replace front wheel grease retainers on
each wheel if needed

o Bleed and flush hydraulic brake lines -
replace old beake fiuid and replace with
heavyduty fivid which exceeds all U.S,
SAE. specifications

® Replace frant hydraulic brake hoses if
necessary

« Replace all hardware necessary to bold
brake shoes in place

o Adjust all & brakes and rosd test

« All this material and labor ... installed by
Goodyear trained A-d mechanics.

the ociginal
. You pay only for labor. b

L
TIFEEVVEN

GOODYEA

SERVICE
STORES

REDFORD

LIVONIA LIVONIA MALL SOUTHFIELD
29100 Plymouth Road 13955 Telegraph Road 19424 Middlebelt Road 12 Mile at Telegraph
At Middlebelt At Schaalcraft i At Seven Mile Now Open

534-0868 531-6450 4760300




