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Dr. Carman Acts To Clear U

EDITOR:

Observer Newspaper cov-
erage of my recent speech
on Parochiald in Livonia has
precipitated critical com-
ment both in your Letters
to the Editor column and

- directly to me.

While your reporting was
basically factval, quotes
out of context have, 1 think,
altered the general tone of
my temarks and led to mis-
understandings - particul-
arly among people opposing
my viewpoint,

In the interest of resolv-
ing these misunderstandings
and providing a more ac-
curate view of my intended
general tone, I respectfully
request that you publish

parts of the speech dealing
with the questions raised.

Kennoth W. Carman, M. D.

‘‘Although the groups lobby-
ing for financial assistance to
the non public schools, partic-
ularly the parochial schools,
have indicated that the primary
Teason for the decline in their
enrollments has been a finan-
clal crisls they have not seen
it to 1ist all of the reasons.
hitially, i should be pointed
out that there have been de-
creases In the elementary par-
ochial school enrollments, es-
pectally the inner city, but that
the senfor high enrollments have
remained relatively steady i
not increasing slightly.

“There {s no question that
thelr schools have had Increased
per capita operating costs due
in a targe part to the Increase

in lay personnel or faculty to
staff these schools, This has
come about because of a reduc-
ton In the contributed services
by brothers and sisters,

*In addition, maay of the non
public schools have lowered
classToom §1zo in an effort to
obtain quality instructice, At
the secondary level, the com-
plexities of educaticn have added
Increasing flnancial burdeas,

“One of the obvious but often
overlooked factors in increasing
educatlon costs {n the non public
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sector, particularly the paro- There were only four schools of Catholic students were asked

chial school, has beenthe exist-
ence of the small and out-af-
date school whether it be at
the elementary but partfcularly
at the secondary level,

“A survey of some 74 high
schools in the archdiocese of
Detrait revealed in July of 1969
that the average high school
had a mean enrollment of 406
with a _mean tultion of $240.
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out of this group of 74 with
enrollments over the 1,000
level. Tbe largest school had
an earollmeat of 1,525,

“The Thomas Report carried
out In Michigan recently indi-
cated that small schools were
{nefficlent, uneconomical and
simply could not offer the wide
course offerings in which 2
sophisticated up to date large

h school can afford,

‘Most educators belfeve that
a modern comprehensive high
schoal must have 1,000 to 1,250
students (even 2,000) to offer
all of the necessary classss
and programs!

“There are other aspects to
this problem which have not here
before been meationed, Thefan-
tastic growth of the parochial
school system In the decade of
the fiftfes far out stripped that
in the public sector, Ehasbeen
indicated by many that this
growth was uncontrolied and
out of proportion to the levels
of support. There are many
Who feel that this bullding spree
Was unco-ordinated and without
careful loag range planning.

“In addition, it is well known
that the financlal support of
churches and church schools
have not kept place with infla-
tion and other cost factors.
There are other aspects to this
question of why the non public
enrollments are decreasing,
particularly at the elementary
level. No mentlon has been
made bere-to-for of the birth
rate and its effect as has been
noted nationwide,

“The June 9, 1969 U.S, News
and World Reports gave vivid
testimenles to changes in ele-
mentary enrollments which have
taken place in the last several
years, The birth rate is a
definite factor in the shrinking
elementary earollments both tn
the public and the non public
schools,

“Flnally, of particular inter-
est Is the study of the transter
of youngsters from parochial
to the public schools conducted
in Deaver, Colorado, Parents
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to rank in importance thelr rea~
s00S for sending their young-
ster to a Catholic or public
school,

‘Tt 15 Interesting to note that
the Catholic parents sending
thelr youngsters to the public
schools gave the following rea-
sons; 1) suchschools bave more
eftective and qualifiedteachers,
2) have more adequate facili-
tes and educatfonal tools, 3)
are more convealeatly located,
4) provide transportation for
school children, and 5) prepare
children for college.

“lo  contrast, the Denver
Catholic parents who sent their
youngsters to Catholic schools
did s0 because they felt such
schoals: 1) trained children to
be hooest, truthtul, and moral,
2) teach children about God,
Christ and relfgion, 3) teach
children to practice their re-
Mgion, 4) teach children to re-
spect authority, and 5) train
children In self discipline and
bard work,

These findings are coo-
firmed by a study by Father
Berg at tha University of Butfa-
lo, which was completed this
year,

*Hls findings indicated that
parents transforred their child-
ren from parochial to public
schools because thbey felt: 1)
the public schools offered better
educational quality, 2) parents
have a lower opinfon of the
need of Catholic elementary
schools than do the parents of
students  attending parochial
schools, 3) parents of children
transtorred to public element-
ary schools have a greater con-
cern for Increasing costs of
parochial education,

“R s cbvious then that par-
ents sent thelr youngsters to
parochial schools principally
for religlous indoctrination and
the infusion of moral values,
whereas parents sending their
youngsters to the Public Schools
felt that such schools offered
better educational opportuni-
ties,”
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Asks Accoumii\g
Of School Dollars

EDITOR: :

Since education 1s one of the
key expendltures of Livonia or
any other city I feel the clizens
of ezch community should be
aware of the use their tax dol-
lars are belng used for.

The taxes in our city have
nearly doubled:in the last five
years but the majority of the tax
payers are content to sit back
and let the other fellow worry
about the {ssues,

This to me iseems so silly
because the bousewives will
pleket a grocery store for in-
creased prices in the store
which might amount to a few
hundred dollars a year but will
let (helr property taxes in-
crease as much'as $500dotlars
a year yet do nothing about it

1 agree costs have risen in
the past few years but must we
sit back and have the teachers
tell us that they will not teach
more than 20! students, that
the &chools have needless
amounts of telephones Installed
in all the classrooms, that our
children wil! go to school
three hours instead of slxhours
or the fact that we must be
burdened with other suburbs’®
children when our own children
must be on half days,

Now 1s the e to act, ime
1s money. In thése inflationary
times, I feel thd school system
should be made gccountable for
its intake of revenues and out-
put of expenditurgs,

Let's have an|annual report
for this school [year showing
school  eorollment and the
amount of dollar spent for each
school, Then maybe we can
analyze why some schools of
similar grades
from an overall average,

Let’s begin by having notonly
the minority pestering the mayw
or zand the erintendent of
schools but the ma jority as well,

DPNALD CARR,
Livonia
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