OW PUNCHER

By Robert J.C.Stead
Qusthior :

: 00
is dreaking bottles with hls pistol
from His running cayuse when the
firgt asiomoblle ha has ever seen
arclées end tps over, breaking the
leg of Doctar Hardy but naf infur-
ing hig beautiful daughfer Irene.
Dave rescues the fnjured man ‘s
brings 40 miles
way. Irene.takes charge of the -
housekeeping. Dave and Irene take
many. rides together and during
her father's enforced stay thoy get
well acqualnted.

[
CHAPTER I1—Continued,
—4 .

For the first time he looked her
Atrajght in the face. His dark-eyes met
her gray ones and demanded truth:
“Irene,™he sald, “do you megti ‘that?

“Suxg-T do,” she answered.. ,“College
courses; apd all -that kind of U\lnz,
‘hey're ood stuff, all right, but they,
sake some; awful ‘nlce boys—real
live boys. you know—Iinto some awful|-
dead ones, My father says about the
best education Is to learn to live with:
o your lncome, pdy your debts and|
give theother fellow & chance to do
the same. They don't all lesin that at
callege. Then there's the things you
do, just like you were born to it, thatis
they couldn’t do to save thelr lives.
Wby, T've seen you smash six bottles
at a stretch, you golng full gallop and|
whooplog and shootlng so we could
bardly tell which was which. And ride
—you could make more money ridin,
for clty peoplé to look #t'than most of
those learned fellows, with letters af}
ter thelr names like the fall of a kite]
will ever see. But I wouldn't itke yud
to make It that way. .There are mum
wseful things to do.” f

Hy was comforted by, this speech.
but he referred to his aceomplishment

modestly. “Ridin’ au"ishooti n’ ain’t
nothin’,” he said.
“I'm not ko sure” .she nnswcreda

“Father sn)'s‘ the dayyls cnmlyg whem
our country JH]“ \,\ant_meu who can
shoot and’ride morg thap it will, want
lawyers afid, professors.”

_Well, whié It docs It '¢db ‘call oh
me,” he safd, and there was the pridi
in his vélce shich comes to’d boy who
fecls that.in ifome way he can’take o]
wnan's plage in the world. ““Them iy
1o things 1 sure can d

“Years-later she was to/think of her
rémark, and his answer, - consecrated
then in clean red blood..

They tnlked of many things that af-
terncan, and, when at last the length-
ening shadows warned them it was
thne to be on the way they.rode. long
dlstances In silence. ' Both felt a sense
which neither venturedito express
that they had traveled very close in the
world of thefr hopes and SOTTO%S and
desires.

The shaddw$ had ﬂeepened lntu
durkness; snd the infinite sllence of ﬂw
hills hung about them as they dmppeﬂ
trom -thelr saddles at the"Elden donr:
A Mght shone ﬁirom within, and Doctor’

Fcr the Flr[ Time' He lapi(ed Her|
N Straight In the Face,

Hairdy, who was now able.to move
2bont with the ald of a home-made]
cruteh, could be seen setting the table, |
while Mr. Elden stirred & cordposition
on the stove; They chatted’ ;08 they
worked, and. there was something of
the joy of little children in thelr com-
panfonship. The young folks watched
for & moment through the window, and
fn Dave’s heart some -long: torgot(eq
emotlon moved momentarily at the
Mght of the good-feilowshlp prevailing
I the old house. Irene, too, was think.
Ing; gllmpses of her own butlered
home, and then this ‘background .of
primal simplicity, wheré the old.cow-
man cooked the meals and the famous
wpeciallst set the plates on 'the bare
board table, ind then back of it all her
mother, aedute and correct, and very
much shocked over thn mlngllng oi
the classes. |

“Well, you youngsters must ave this|.
country pretty well explored." said
Doctor Bardy, g they .entered the
bouse. “Where was it today—the|
rairies, the footbills .or. the.real. £6l;
lowg; behind?”" A

“The. canyon. p um rlver," na!d.

- [rete, drawing off her sweater. “‘Wha

the euts? Goo!-I'm hungry !
pretty supple, Dudligking, aren’t you1"

“Yeg, qn' I'm.sorry for it, miss.". wd

‘| you,”

_myself for o while, /

-{ nothing to strgpgers ‘about he

il
|
.

the old ranchér, “not wlshh: hlm any
harm, or you, nelther. We was jus’
talkin'-1t over, an' your father thinks
he's spry enovugh for the roed agaln.
Aln't ever goln' to be ke 1t used to be
atter he's gone, an' yo

“We'll be sorry to 80, sald tha doc-

tor, “That's what I've been saying all
day, and thinking, mo It misfortunes
can be lucky, ‘onrs' Wis ohe bf that
&ind. I don't know when I've’¢énjoyed
o holiday so much. What do you say.
gIr1™ he asked, as hd rested an arm
an her round, firt 'shoflder and looked
with fatherly tondnoﬂs foto the fine
brown of her face.
e never known nnythlng Ilke it
she. nnswemd. ."Its Wonderflﬂ It's
l " Then wlux 23 s\ld e little ) Bcream
C'dhddy, Why cari't
you sell “yont™ practlee and ihuy ®
ran¢h? Wouldn't that| be wondeﬂ_’ul?“
+“Four mother might! not see | it ‘that
wiiy,” he replied and ler vyes, fell.

" Yes, that was the| obstacld.  She
would habe to go back to, the clty and
talk’ by rule, and dress by rule, and
behave by mle, and- L

“It's been''s' good 't
continued, when thiey)|

‘| manded.

“Hiia neck,” he’ mld. between his feeth,
“jug' like that."

They reached on open space.. Some-
thing black-or was it red?—lay on
the ground. Dave bent over it & mo-
ment, then lookkd up to her white,
clear tace, white and’ clearer than ever
since witnessing. the strength of his

te.

“It's a calf,” he said, as calmly as he
could. “Half et upy Wolves, T guesa,”

“Fhe poor, poor thing!” she breath-
ed, “The poor, lunocent thing!” Why
did it bave to die?” ‘

“It’g always the Innocent things ‘at
suffers,” he answered.

“Always -the lonocent thiogs,” she
repeated . mechanlcally.  “Alwayse'
She sprang to her feet and faced him.
"Then .what sbout the Justice- of
God?” 'she demaoded.

“I don’t know .nothin’ about the jus-
tice of God;". he answered bltterly.
“All I know is the crittur 'at can't
run gete caught.” .

There wag a long pause. “It doesa’t
seem Tight," she said nt length,

“It ain't -right,” he agreed. “But 1
guess ft's life. I see it here on-the
prairfes with: every: llyin' - thing.- I
guess I was ke that, some. I've beén
caught. 1 guess a baby aln’t-respon-
sible for anything,.is 1t? .I dldnt
pick my father or my 'mnlhl:r, did 1?
But I got to bear {t."

There wag Aumethlng near ‘a break
In his volee.on the last words. She
felt she must speak,

“I think your father is a wonderful
old man,” she said, “and your mother
must have been wonderful, too. You
should be, proud of them both."

“Reenle, do you mean that?” he de-
His eyes were looking
stralght fato hers. -
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“Absolutely,™ she “Abe]

*Then I'm goln’ to say some more
things to you,” Ne went on rapldly.
“Things ‘at 1 didn't kuow whether to
suy or not, but now they've got to be
sald, whatever happens. Reenle, T
haven't ever been tfo school or learned
lots of things I should ’a’ learned, but
1 ain't a fool, neither, T didn't learn
to break all thdse bottles In a day.
Well,'I can learn ‘bther things, “too,
an' I will, If only 'it ‘will tanke me
across, DIm. goln} to leave this old
ranchk, some wuy.}l‘lz' as soon as It
can be arranged;
an' work.” I'm’ stroog; I can get pretty
gaod . wages. I've been thinkin' it all
over, -an’ was askin’ some questions
In town today, I can work days an’
g0’ to school nights. An'Fll do 1t—if
it'll get' me ncro¢s.  You know what I
mean. I ain't askin’ no pledges, Ree-

ule, but what's the chance? T know L.
don't talk right, and I don't eat rlght=—,

you tried not to notlce but you couldn't
help—but, Reenle, I think right, an’ I
guess with a girl like you that counts
more then eatin” and -talkin’.”

She bad thought-'she could say yes
or no to any question le could nsk,
but as he poured forth these plain,

the stamp of Soclety?)
ponder these questiony,
wore ‘on she fonnd ki
dt a steadily  growin|
that ebe would not fc
trat, let the by-pnu.\s
m ight.

_-Darkness, save: rnr
Ahid settled over the fa
boy returned with ano
The stranfer ate a &
but was not too occup)
versation with Itenc.
her cook, :
. “Swell pnncakes,
opentog remark. “Ci
other for yours truly

She refilied hl: pl
swer. i

*Used to know n gl migh
he went on. “\\'allress
Gee! but sh
Class? §
‘Hnd me g
But Just
se ‘remar!

Deeply did she
i, and-as the dny
Eroelf popsessed
g detérmination
llow the beatea
ead whele they
2 white
her yourlg man.
avenous hupper,
ed to essny con-
He chose to call

moon,
the

ook,"’ was his
n you find an-

te withdut -an-

ty like
in the
e was
y, 'Bhe.
essing
for o]
S with
'morc

Royal Edward.
vell] A pippin!
all guessing.

while”
an _air of lotende
oltensive ‘than the words‘

Ircne felt the color fise abo
neck antl ¢heeks ard riin ke ai
* flowing stream into her ears aud
ler Rair, It was evjdent that,
incnnd time, DaVe Had c)\osen

He volced th

Fde]

ut hier
i over-
about
for a
to say
pres:
ence at the ranch. Her fatber aiid Mr.
Elden were in Dave's.room; Dake had
stopncd eating. and she snw the velns
rising n his clenchied fists, But the
chalfenge was to her, ahd she iwould

nccept it; she felt no nced of hig pro- !

tectlon,
- “FUI your stomach? she safd)
Ing more pancakeg;: "“your h
bopeless.”

He attempted o Inugh. bat {h
was finished in silence. The st
1t a clgarette and Irene \went
door, with Dave,

“CBme for a4 walk" be whis
“The horses are tlreq, 50 let's:
.+ It's our last chance.

pass-
ad s

menl
ranger
to the

peréd.
walk.

She ran for her sweater and rejoined
him In a moment. - They Walked fn
sllence down a path through the fra-
grant trees, but Dave turned from time
to time to catch n glimpse.of hek face!
white and fine 8s Ivory In lhc soft.
light. He had rouch, tD say, byt ne was
tongue-tied under the spell ot her
beauty. il

“You squelched Mm, all rlght," he
broke out, at length.

“Just In time, too, | think," nhe re-

lied. “Y was watching your, huds“'

He smiled & quiet byf very confident
smile. “Reente,” he spid, “that ifellgw
makes me sick. . All:the way pnt lI\e
tatked about girls. He's a city-chap
'an' wears,a. white collar, byt be aln't
‘it to gpeuk your name. Anot.he: min-
ute an’’I'd ‘a’ had ‘fm by the neck.”
He, seized a spruce ilmb that! stuck
ncross thelr path. Xt-wns the sike of a
.stout stick, but he sbepped It Sith a
turn of his wrist, It-was very ftough;

lt oozed sticky stuft where he broke-it.

words she found herself
eaveloped In a flame that found no ex-
pression In -speech. She had -no
words,” She was glad when he went
on:- -
“X know I'm’ only a boy an’ you're
only a glrl.. That's why I doo't ask
no pledge. ‘I'leave ¥ou free; only: I
want you to .stay free untll I have
my chance. Wl you promise that?” -

She'-tried: to pull herself together.
*You knaw I've had 2 good time with
you, Dave,” she said, “and I've- gone
with you everywhere, like 1 would not
have gone with-any other boy T ever
knew, and I've talked and let you talk
about. things I never talked about be-
fore, and ¥ belleve you're {rue and
clean and—and—" .

“Yes," he' mld. “What's your an-
swer™

“I Know you're trne and clean,” she
repeated. “Come to me=like that—

when I'm a woman and you're 2 man,

and then—then’ we'll knos
He was tull"and stralght, nnd his
shadow fell seross her face. as though

‘m goin' to town'
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