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‘The Test--Are Students Actually

LANSING

For the first time 1a history,
Michigan school children
throughout the state willbe tes-
ted this year to see what they
are getting from their stu-
es.
Superintendent of Public
Instructiop Dr. Ira Polley sald
lans are nearing completion
for the state’s first statewide

of

“To begin with, all public
school students fn the fourth
grade, and all public school
students in the seventh grade,
will be given a basic skiils
examination sometime in Jan-
wmry,” Polley sald, *Tt will
require to more than two hours,

“What will, [ am sure, come
to be calied ‘“the test” s ac-
tually a baslc skills battery -

pro-
kress,

IN THE SPOTLIGHT are

1t of
the students tn reading, writing,

members of the

Plymouth High marching band as they take over
ihe gridiron at Saturday’s Michigan-Vanderbilt
game. Plymouth’s musicians had the featured

‘Observer’s
Virginia
iKissell Dies

x

3 REDFORD
% An active civic worker and
supporier of Redford Township
‘schonis and clvic affalrs, Vir-
ginia Rissell, 25351 Cathedral,
dled Moaday In Grace Hosplial,
She had been In declining health
#he past year.

§ Mos! recently an Observer
§all member in the credit and
purchasing departments (1966-
89), Mrs, Kissell had devoted
{5 vears of concentrated efforts
fo school atfalrs tnthe township,
| She  was also a recent
appolntee of Aldrick Bellalre,
tovmship supervisor, to the Red-
ford Townshlp library beard,

She served for several years
on the township election com-
mission,

A life member of the national
Parent Teacher Assoclation as
A result of honors accorded by
the Redford Township Council,
she had served as president
of PTA wnits {n Vandenderg
School and Plerce Junfor High
at the time of each school's
opening.

.
SHE WAS PRESIDENT of the
ttownship council of Parent
Teacher Associationsduring the
vears when PTA units were
founded In Plerce and in Pear-
son Junior High Schools.

The South Redford Board of
Education received the news
of Mrs, Kissell’s death during
its Monday evening meeting and
'mmedlately passeda resolution
ommending her outstanding
contributfons to child welfare
1n the community,

“Virginla Kissell immes-
sureably enriched the lives of
people in our community and
we deeply regret her loss, She
truly will be missed,” stated
the resolution, o

1t was always a joy to see
her,” added Supt, Merlin D,
Roe, “Her concern was always
for all the children and she
came forward when the going
was very rugged in the infancy
of several of our schools.’

.

ANOTHER VOLUNTEER ser-
ice to which she devoted many
years was the Michigan Cancer
Foundation. The family ex-
pressed her wish that contri-
butlons go to the foundation in
leu of flowers,

Born in DeSoto, Mo,, June
16, 1914, she came to Redford
in November 1954 with her bus-
band Harold, and daughter
Elnda, 20, who {s now a senior
&t Eastern Michigan University,
M. Kissell s with the Center
Mine branch of the Chrysier

center,
Burfal will be in St, Lous,
Xo., where the body will be
taken after viewing by friends
at the Harry J, Wil Funeral
Home, 25450 Plymouth Rd,

Friends may call Wednesday
untll 10 p.m,

mathematics and vocabulary.,

“The testing program has
been devised and will be carried
otit by the Department of Educa-
tion with assistance from Edu-
cational Testing Service, of
Princeton, NJ, Local schoolof-
ficlals will admintster the test.
We expect that four or five
months will be required after
the fest is given to gather,
complle and analyze all of the
data,’”

BUT, HE NOTED, the basic
skills assessment battery is
merely the first step in a plan-
ned program tofind out how well
the Michigan educational pro-
gram is doing, and to provide
state help in making improve-
ments where needed.

“Tbe data which willbe gath-
ered this school year willbe {m-
pressive {n amount and scope,””
Polley sald. “/But we must em-
phasize again that full opera-

role in a post-game program. That’s Director
James Griffith at lower right supervising the

performance.

(Observer photo by Harry Mauthe)

i
gverybody penefits- everypody gives.

LINING UP BEHIND the United Foundation Torch Drive poster are
five entrants in the “Miss Torchy” contest. They are (left to right): Bever-
ly Donhost, $979 Beaverland; Joan Smith, 1026 W. Grand Blvd.; Daune
Bergen, 12089 Stout; Charlotte Livernois, 6113 Grandville, and Carolyn
Opanowski, 12621 Grayfield. Sixty-four girls — the largest field ever
—entered the competition. “Miss Torchy,” who will be announced Sept.
29, will represent UF at meetings, rallies and broadcasts throughout the
Oct. 14 to Nov. 6 campaign.

Schoolcraft Announces
Natural History Class

Nature lovers in the School-
craft College district will have
another opportunity this fall to

Counseélors
To Meet

Guidance counselors from
high schools in the northwest
Wayne County area will meetat
Schooleraft College on Thurs-
day, Sept. 25, in oneofa seri-
les scheduled by the State Dept,
of Education’s Division of Fin-
anclal Aid to familiarize coun~
selors with state sponsored
student financlal aid programs
for 1970-71

Russen Bcoirin, director of
financlal 4 ane lacement at
Schoolerai., sald upwards of
60 are expected to attend, 4
representative of the Division
will explain provisions of pro-
grams involving competitive
scholarships, tullon grants,
and guarsnteed loans for high
school graduates intending to
seek a college education,

A Divisfon of Student Fin-
ancial Afd Is a branch of the
Dept. of Educaticn’s Bureau
of Higher Education, Ronald
Jursa is director of the
diviston,

learn more about the natural
history of Michigan through a
speclal four-week course an-
nounced by the college’s Blo-
logy Division,

Called “Saturday Mornings
with Nature,” the course con-
sists of field trips on four
successlve Saturday mornings
starting Sept, 27. It Is open
to the general public,

The schedule:

Sept. 27, “Nature’s Micro~
scopic World,” & fleld trip to
aquatic habitats and microscop-
e examination of fresh-water
life, conducted by Gordoa Spy-
der, blology instructor,

Oct. 4, *“The Flora of an
Cak Openlng,” a fleld trip to
the oak openings region of nor-
thwestern Ohlo, conducted by
Mrs, Mary Ellis, well-known
naturalist, and Roger Suther-
1and, blology Instructer,

Oct. 11, “Man’s Role in the
Dynamies of Ecology,” fleld
trip observations of a serles
of ecosystems, conducted by
Willlam Pintal, blology instruc-
tor,

Oct, 18, “A Look at Our
Geologle Past,” a fossll-find-
Ing trip to a lUmestone quarry
in northwestern Ohlo, conduc-
ted by William Ryan, geology
instructor, >

Reglstration 15 scheduled for
8 a.m,, Sept. 27, In Room F-
150, In the Forum Building. A
fee of $15 for individuals, and
$20 for husband and wife en-
roliment will be charged.

For further information con-
cerning fees, enrollment, and
other details, call Fred Stefan-
ki, director of community ser-
vice, at the college; 591-6400,
ext. 264 or 265,

Hon of a proper and meaning-
ful assessment program wilinot
De achieved in the period of
one year,

“What we are after with the
basic skills assessment battery
of tests 1s an immediate mea-
sure in coe area -- achieve-
ment In basic academics,’® he
safd,

He noted that development of
suitable  assessment proce-
dures has been underway

for some Hme, On April

23, 1969, the State Board of

Education called for a two-fold

approach to assessment.
PP

THE MAJOR long range

- thrust Is to be a comprehensive

program of data gathering and
analysis fovolving the broad
goals and purposes af the
schools in addition to ln-depth
academic measurements, The
other thrust 1s the basic skills

earning?

testing being started thisyear.

Both programs will enmable
meaningful comparisons be-
tween schools and school dis-
tricts, and between geographic
areas or socio-economic
groups in the state,

In an initial report to schools
on the assessment purpose and
procedure, the Department re-
cognizes the fact that some
school people familiar with
assessment may have mis-

gtvings.

Principal concern fs pro-
blems that could arise from
public misinterpretation of test
results, Therefore, the Depart~
ment publication says, noindi~
vidual comparison or *rank-
ng” of school distriet will be
prepared,

GeogTaphic area, pupil back~
ground and financial resources
of the schools will be tncluded
with any reporting of results,

Parochiaid Panelists
Split On Sc

Usually a debate on parochi-
aid revolves in erdless detalt
around the legalities of state
aid to non-public schools and
those schools’ alleged need for
public money,

And 50 the panel at Alders-
gate Methodist Church in Red-
ford Township Sunday night was
unusual because some of the
speakers addressed a bigger
question than the Traxler Bill--
they got into the Miture of public
funding and the role of the
Catholic Church in American
soclety.

The panel was unusual in an-
other way: A Profestant de-
bated in favor of parochiaid,
and a Catholic spoke against
i,

The Protestant was attorney
Joht Fetkens, son of the for-

mer federal judge and Civil
Rights Commission Chairman,
The Cathollc was Carl Dumas,
2 member of the South Redford
school board,
..

DUMAS SAID, «Originally
there was » compelling rea-
son"” for parochial schools, Im-
migrants, especially Catholics,
needed their own schools to
nourish their faith and upgrade
themselves,

Today, however, “A dual
scbool system, &t least as we
know It, cam't be borne any
more,” sald Dumas, and the
Catholic ~ Church amy
church'-- must ask itselt some
questions:

What should be the role of the
church today? Should it be in the
field of total (K-12plus college)

Pursell Asks
Action On Welfare

Carl Pursell (R) who re-
presents the 26th Districton the
Wayne County Board of Super-
visors, {s making a strong plea
for solutlons o the welfare
program, currently one of
the main problems in gov-
ernment,

Speaking before the Plymouth
Rotary Club Friday he cited the
lack of communication among
the various governmental units
and pleaded for leadership that
could untangle the problem,

7 He pointed out that the city,
state, county and the national
government are, concerned and
yet there Is little communi-
cation or an attempt to sit
down as a unit and try to come
up with answers.

“I think it’s time,’’ he said,
«that our government leaders -
clty officials, county offictals,
representatives in the state le-
glslature and representatives
In Congress -- get together and

MSU Names
Top Students

EAST LANSING

Michigan  State University
honored 85 studenis for out-
standing academic achievement
during the summer term. Each
student must attain a grade of
A or better in every course to
be eligible for the honor rell

Local students named to the
list were:

John Popescu, son of Mr,
and Mrs. Eugene J. Popescu
of 17665 Centralia, Redford
Township, A 1967 graduate of
Redford Union High School, he
is studylng police administra-
ton,

Linda J. Bonpell, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs, Harvey Bonaell of
36560 Marler, Livonta, An ele-
mentary and special education
student, she is a 1966 graduate
of Bentley High School,
‘ Donald J. Welr, son of Mr.
and Mrs, Alastair Weir of 15380
Stamford, Livonta. Weir,apre-
med student, {s a 1966 graduate
of Bentley High School.

Lyle D. Mefer, son of Mr.
and Mrs, Fred P, Meler of 14943
Lakewood, Plymouth,
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iron out the problem or start

raving the way for a solution,

“As it Is now,” he conttnued,

“no single unit takes the res-

pousibility and as & result there

is no solution. It's time this
condition changed,""
RS

HE POINTED OUT there are
76,000 children on the county
‘welfare lists. Healsoexplained
that $10 million has been set
aside for the program in the
county. This will be matched
by state and natfonal funds --
but 1t 1sn°t enough.

Using  Pursell's  figures,
76,000 children and $20 miilion
it breaks down to$263 per child.

Pursell also told of plans for
2 mass transit system and sug-
gested that a look be taken at

00ls’ Role

education? Are the descendants
of those 19th century immi-
grants st} soclally, education-
ally, economically deprived?
Dumas’

conclusion: «The

church should consider a plan- *

ned phasing out of its educa-
toral activities .., I'm notsay-
ing 1o close all your doors to-
morrow and dump all your kids
on the public schools .., buta
planned  analyzing of the
churen's role,”

FEIKENS likened the paro-
chiald Issue to the legislative
reapportionment  Issue -- 8
matter of requal protection
of the laws,””

1f the Legislature attempted
to halt some present programs

nified

the Toronto system where more
than one million passengersare
carried each day,

He Informed Rotarians that a
pubilc hearing is being set be~
fore the supervisors to de-
termine the status of the
charter proposed for Plymouth
Helghts  (Plymouth Township)
and emphasized that he was
opposed to the erection of gov-
ernment buildings on the 63
acre site now belng purchased
by the Township.

Orlginally, this land was de-
signed for recreation and Pur-
sell stated, “it would be a
waste of taxpayer's money to
duplicate municipal bulldings
on the site that was designed
(and later turned down) for
recreation,

--such s auxiliary services
that parochlal students get--
and f it falls to respond to
the parochlal schools' trouble,
Feikens reasoned, couldn't the
courts step in and require the
state to provide tree education
in 8 bullding of the student's
cholce?

His fellow parochiaid back-
er, Mrs, Kay Beard of Inkster,
representing Cltizens for Ed-
ucational Freedom, picked up
that point later,

Education, she said, 15 con-
stitutional right, “If you say
that parents can send their
children to parochlsl schools
only as long s they can atford
it, then yow're saying that free-
dom has a price tag. But free-
dom should not have .a price
tag,"

e s

ANOTHER SCHOOL board
member opposing parochiatd
wes Dr. Kenneth Carman, a
Garden City physician,

Carman said no court hasyet
Tuled on the constitutionality
of parochlald -~ that ts, of ald
that went Inside the schoolroom
and was involved {n regular
operating costs, Suchprograms
as hot lunches and school bus-
es have basie purposes thatere
not primarlly educational,

Carman also sald parochiald
would fail to provide for ade-
quate accounting for public
funds and fafl to provide for
the public election of parochial
school trustees,

.

THE PROGRAM had an ecu-
menical  gudience. Besides
members of the Methodist
church, the audience also in~
cluded several Cgtholic nuns,
who were warmly welcomed
by Pastor Willlam Wager,

1t was Rev, Wager whopolnt-
ed out that the parochiald issue
wasn't a Catholic vs, Protes
tant question, as commonly sup-
posed, but found persons of both
faiths takingdifferent positions,

it, too.

It's the guarantee that goes along
every approved electric water heater
And it says you'll get all the hot water
you need or you get back the purchase
price plus installation costs. You have
a full year 1o make up your mind sbout

And should you need it, Edison gives
you No-Charge Repair Service. No

|
This is
one guarantee
that

holds water.

vith

labor.

charge lor electrical operating parts and

Call Edison, your plumber or appliance *
dealer, and start enjoying constant hot
vaater with a new electric water heater.
We're sure you'll never have any cause
10 use its watertight guarantee.

Unless you use

ittora paper cop. EIDISOMN




