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Local artist turns fighter with a cause
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Self-pon'rait done by Bloomfield Hills artist Joseph Maniscalco.

Prisoner’s wife appeals

Anatoly Sharansky, a Soviet Jew,
always felt the need to help anyone
who came to him for assistance.
Today, people committed to human
rights are assisting the young Soviet
scientist in his effort to win ireedom
and to leave the Soviet Union.

Helping her husband is Avital
(Natalia) Sharansky.

Ms. Sharansky will visit this area for
three days to continue her vattle for
her husband's freedom. Her visit is
part of a natienwide tour on his behalf.
and to spur efforts for an international
student hunger strike March 15, the
anniversary of her husband's arrest by
the KGB.

She will speak Thursday evening at
the Hillel House in Ann Arbor and hold
a Detroit press conference Friday. On
Saturday will address the congrega-
tion at Adat Shalom Synagogue in
Farmington Hills.

Following Sabbath services a lunch-
eon will be held. The public may
attend. At 8 p.m. Saturday a reception
with Congressman William Brodhead
will be held. Later that evening a
reception is planned at Hillel House in
Oak Park for the Wayne State Univer-
sity Chapter of Hillel.

Sharansky and his wife were mar-
ried July 4, 1974. Mrs. Sharansky
received her visa and left for Israel
the day after the wedding.

Sharansky was a mathematician and
a chess master and was graduated
from the Moscow Institute of Physics.
department of computer and applied
math.

On March 15. 1977, Sharansky was
arrested and taken to Lefortovo Prison
where allegedly he was interrogated
as a “traitor to the republic’ after an
article accusing him of being an
American spy appeared in the news-
paper Izvestia on March 4. Such

AVITAL SHARANSKY

charges could bring a sentence of from
ten years to death.

Sharansky was a founding member
of the group to monitor the Helsinki
Agreement in the USSR. The group's
chairman. Yuri Orlov. is also in Lefor-
tovo Prison.

Before Sharansky's arrest he was
the translator for Dr. Andrei Sakharov
and was liaison to the western press
for Jews wishing to emigrate and dis-
sidents seeking publicity.

He was personal guide for visiting
dignitaries, including U.S. congress-
‘men and senatars from this country.

Congregation Adat Shalom has
adopted Sharansky and is working
toward his freedom. He has also been
adopted by the Detroit Committe for
Soviety Jewry and the Workmen's
Cirde.

By CORINNE ABATT

Most artists would rather paint than
fight. Or if they do choose to champion
causes, they do it through their art.

Joe Maniscalco of Bloomfield Hills
has stepped out of his artist image for
the past couple of months, laid aside
his brushes and taken up his pen to do
battle with the Intemnal Revenue Serv-
ice, IRS. .

But, his argument (and that's a
polite term) goes beyond the IRS. It
stems from national legislation which
Maniscalco claims is unfair to profes-
sional artists,

In 1969, Congress passed the Internal
Revenue Reform Act which prohibits
artists from taking fair market deduc-
tions for works they create and donate

from churches, service organizations
and other nonprofit groups who raise
money through art auctions. Many art-
ists also donate works to the per-
manent collections of museums.

AS THE LAW now stands, the artist
may only deduct the cost of materials
when he donates his work to a non-
profit organization.

The other side of this is that if the
artist dies and leaves unsold ari, his
estate and heirs will be taxed on the
full market value of all of the unsold
works.

And if he happens to leave a base-
ment full of paintings or sculpture, the
tax bite could be

“In applying the law, they have
thrown the baby out with the wash.
Prior to 1969, if I gave a painting to a
nonprofit organization, 1 could deduct
the fair market value.”

While the artist is no-longer entitled
to a deduction, neither is the person
who buys it because he has received
something for his money.

HOWEVER, IF A nonartist donates
a painting which he paid for or some-
how acquired, then a deduction on the
fair market value could be taken. The
reason being that he paid income tax
on the money he earned to buy the
painting or work of art.

Maniscalco’s fight revolves around
his 1974 tax return in which he took

to nonprofit The tax law
was designed to close loopholes that
had enabled politicians, among others,
to take deductions for large donations
of materials such as officials papers.
President Lyndon Johnscn took a siz-
eable deduction when he donated his
presidential papers. Richard Nixon
tried the same thing.

Prior to the 1969 legislation, an artist
could donate his art to a worthy, non-
profit cause and take a deduction on
the fair market value of the work.

Most artists have donated works
because they are plagued by requests

Ewing ends

at fair market valve for
four paintings he donated to nonprofit
organizations. On March 13, he will
confront the IRS for the fourth time—
this time in tax court.

*1 thought tax court was the judicial
branch, but to my horror a few weeks
ago, I learned that tax court is part of
the executive branch. Here I had been
waiting to take my case before an
independent judge of the judiciary,
and it turns out tax court isn’t judi-

dary.”
Until 1969, there would have been
little question about Maniscalco's
action. Now it’s different.
Maniscalco doesn't argue that the
tax reform was needed. But he said.

used a doctor as an illus-
tration. If a doctor donated a painting
to a fundraising auction by a nonprofit
organization, he could take a deduc-
tion because the money to buy it
“‘came from the fruits of his labor."
*That’s a fair premise for the IRS to
take, but the painting I chose to donate
also came from the fruits of my

T

So Maniscalco decided to test the
law.

“In 1974, after five years of giving
paintings away and stewing about it, [
deducted four paintings. 1 felt I
deserved the deduction with the knowl-
edgg that I would most likely be

Still, the value of the works of art,
worth only the price of materials when
donated, can change dramatically. A

Navy school

Hospital Corpsman
Nancy Ewing, daghter
of Mr. and Mrs. Warren
Schuler, of Farmington,
graduated Feb. 15, from
the US. Navy
Corps School atﬂogxﬁ

as a Class Platoon
Leader. She graduated

painting worth $10 if the artist v@ms
to take a deduction on it in his lifetime
could be worth a hundred times that
rmuch if it ends up in his estate.

It is this inequity and the fear of
leaving a family with huge tax bills
that has caused many artists to
destroy their works before llgelr
deaths. Thomas Hart Benton did this.

WHILE HEIRS HAVE up to 10 years
to sell the art works in the estate, this
tax on the market value of the paint-
ings is still a gray area.

No one knows better than the art
dealers themselves that tastes are -
fickle. A painting that sold for $25,000
in the late 19th century might bring
that same amount or more today. e

But, in the 1%30s, it would only com-
mand a quarter of that figure. For a
period of time in the depression era,
the prices of many late 19th century
paintings were at their lowest.

Last year, US. Rep. Frederick
Richmond (D-New York) propesed
legislation that would place a vaiue on
the works in an artist’s estate on the
cost of materials alone with the provi-
sion that capital gains be paid when
the art is sold.

This would forestall immediate eval-
uation of the art and, in fact, could
prove financially beneficial to the gov-
emment tax collectors. It would allow
time for the art work to be evaluated
by the buying public and to see
whether the particular style has last-
ing qualities.

with honors and dis-
tinction having an aver- 7/
age of 98.6 per cent, the
highest in a class of 57
students. She received a
commendation from the
executive officer. She
was also a student
speaker for the class at
the graduation cere-
mony.

20% to 30% OFF
March 2 thru March 11
Free Gift While Supply Lasts

Farwell Haix Design
and Clinic, Gne.

25489 W. Seven Mila R4., Uvoals, Mich,
Acrass from Livoals Mt « Phoos (313) 4780300
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Calt row for appointment, Certifi-
cate redeemable through March 15,
1978,

Formerly with Sears, now wih
Farwell Hair Designs and Chnic
Trained in England. Vice Presideat,
Michigan Cosmetology Associate.
Past Chairman of West Suberban
Coitiure committee.

Ewing has been
assigned to the haspital
at Camp Pendleton,
Calif.
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dean’s list

Marie D. Bush, the
daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William Bush, of
21500 Orchard Lake
Road, Farmington, and
‘Thomas Golden, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John
Golden of 3825 Grand
River, Farmington, were
named to the dean's list
of Hillsdale College.
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March Clearance

SALE

Richard’s has gathered merchandise
from several stores for this event.
New selections and new savings now!
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Mr, Zaren Markosian
European Halr Styles
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Hrs: Week Days 9 am-8 pm
Saturdays 9 am to 5 pm

. Coiffures 50 % Off

o Coats fexcept London Fog) e Girls’ Jackets
o Girls’ Sportswear ® Girls' Pants and
Sweaters @ Girls’ Tops # Boys' Jeans
@ Boys’ Corduroy Pants @ Boys' Polos

#Nyion Snow Pants e Selected Boys’ Jackets

® Infants’ & Toddlers' Sportswear Sets

333 % Off

 Selected Boys' Jackets @ Gloves
@ Mittens @ Headwear @ Girls' & Boys’
Pajamas @ Girls’ Gowns & Robes

PRE-TEEN GIRLS

. 50% o#

@ Coats {except London Fog) @ Jackets
® Tops ®Pants @ Sweaters

335 % o

@ Mittens o Gloves ® Headwear

Want Ads put you on the road
to a profitable car deal!

People who buy cars have one thing in common: different
reasons. That's why the Classified columns are so
helpful to car shoppers. Such an abundance of
automobiles is offered that you are sure to find one
that's just right for you. The Want Ads give you important
information on current market values of various models
and makes, to help you get the most value for your dollars.

Special
for March & April

to all our New Customers

First 00
Nailwrap $].2 reg. 18.00

BY NAILWRAPPING SPECIALISTS
Patty John
Diane Cross

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
851-4411

Lady Fingers{|(4)

NAILWRAPPING SALON
5640 W. Maple Rd., just
East of Orchard Lake Rd.

NEXT TO BLOOMFIELD CHARLEYS

And, if you'd like to sell, your car, a Want Ad reaches
your buyer fast. Just dial the number below for a helpful
Ad-Visor who helps you write a result-bringing ad.

Do it today!

The _
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Classifie S

5§22-0900 .
WAYNE COUNTY

FARMINGTON STORE ONLY
Grand River at Halstead in the K-mart Center

BOYS and GIRLS WEAR

- .becouse your children are special!

644-1070
QOAKLAND COUNTY




