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Will-O-Way performers achieve right blend

By BARBARA MICHALS

Butterflies may be free, but people
are not. That's the dominant theme of
«_ Leonard Gershe's bxmzlswea drama
* “Butterflies Are Free,” the current
* production at the lel-l)-way Repey-
* tory Theatre.
- This is a play about commitments
and those who are afraid of making,
them and those who are afraid of let-
» ting go. The Will-O-Way pmmmion
+ is effective and laving, achieving the]
-: Tight mixture of comedy and pathos. |

Don Baker, a yomg blind man on;
the brink of adulthood, is trying to'
assert his independence and be free of
his overprotective mother. Against his
mother's wishes he has moved into his
own apartment, determined to prove
he can make it on his own.

Don falls in love with his next-door
neighbor, Jill Tanrer, a kooky free-
spirit whose life is as untidy as her.
cluttered apartment. Jill shuns com:
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mitment to the point where she can't
even keep a dinner date. She is imma-
ture, confused, and groping, but she
has more insight into Don's needs than
does his mother.

ALTHOUGH SOCIETY would
regard Don as the one who is handi-
capped, he succeeds in shi wmg Ji
that she is the one who is

finally realizes that her overwhelming
love for Don can no longer protect him
from the emotional wulnerability of

‘The line “none are so blind as those
who will not see,” a platitude from one
of the children’s books she has
authored, is thrown up to Mrs. Baker
al every oppurtlmlly

Michael Eddy is likeable and con-
vincing as Don. One minute he is
Smugly sarcastic to his mother, and
the next a hurt and confused child.

troubled. Together, they learn that no
one is totally free. Jill comes to know
the value of an emotional commitment
and Don is able to reach a more com-
fortable understanding with his
mother.

Although she has kept her son segre-
gated from the mainstream of life far
too long, with Jill’'s help Mrs. Baker

‘Male Animal’
“cast selected

The cast for the James Thurber-
Elliott Nugent comedy “The Male Ani-
mal™ has been announced by Terrece
Kilburn. artistic director for Meadow

- Brook Theatre.

“The Male Animal®* will open a four-
week run at Meadow Brook March 23
at 8:30 p.m. Following its run at Oak-
land University. ~The Male Animal”

™ will tour throughout the state for three

weeks.
The comedy is a Thurber cartoon

, brought to life. Thurber's favorite
. theme. the battle of the sexes. is pur-

" sved on slage as the chief combatant.

. a mild-mannered English professor at

a midwestern university. faces his

“ wife’s former football hero and a crisis
. of academic freedom

Edgar Meyer will portray the
embaltled professor. Meyer has per-

formed at Meadow Brook in “How the
(Other Half Loves.” “Harvey” and
“Born Yesterday.™ R
PRISCILLA MORRILL has been
cast as the professor's harried wife
.. Earlier at Meadow Brook Miss Morrill
ptayed Martha in “Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?" and Lola in the 1975
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New Michelob Light,
Maybe you haven'tibeen

ones you've tried laste Inghler

than you'd like, we think you're
for Michelob Light.

Pontiac, Mich. !

D8E

waiting for another light beer. But if the

And now it's ready for you.
It has the taste you'd expect from

production of “Come Back. Little
Sheba.”

Stephen G. Arlen, who will appear
as the former football star, was last
seen at Meadow Brook in the musical
~[Do! I Do!™

Others in the cast include William
Le Massena, Patricia Reilly. Tom
Spackman. Thom Bray, Marianne
Muellerleile, Harold Roe, Louise Mar-
tin, Steven Lutes and Mary Pat Glea-

son. -

Terence Kilbum will direct “The
Male Animal”” which will feature a set
by Doug Wright. costumes by Mary
Lynn Bonnell and lights by Fred Fon-
ner.

Openingweek performances are
scheduled at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday and
and Friday, 2 and 8:30 p.m. Saturday
and 6:30 p.m. Sunday. The following
three weeks will offer performances at
8:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday. 6 and $:30
p.m. Saturday. 6:30 pm. Sunday. and
2 p.m. Wednesday.

Tickets for all performances may be
purchased at Hudson's or by calling
the Meadow Brook Theatre box office
at 577-3300.

VER THE
GREAT NEW SHAPE
LIGHT BEER'S |

2 light beer with “Michelob™ on

the label.

ready

didn't forget it.

GOOD TASTE RUNS IN THE FAMILY.
HUBERT DISTRIBUTING CO.

SINCE 1937

fréfich

WITH THE ALLIANGE
FRANCAISE OF DETROIT

. Small classes in

metropolitan locations

Native French teachers.
Modern methods.

REGISTER NOW FOR
SPRING TERM
Aliance Francaise of Detroit |
Institute of French

PHONE 341-0638

DON'T BUY!

Just give us $25 to
prove you can play,
then we hope you
buy.

We will give you:
*An organ in

your home.

#All necessary
music malerial.

*A series of lessons.

If we don't prove
you can play, return

Though Eddy stumbles on some lines,
he does an excellent job of sustaining
the vacant stare of the blind.

As Jill, Eileen Weiss gives a highly
credible performance. She is amusing
without allowing Jill's kookiness to
overshadow her other interesting qual-
ities. One of Jill's eccentricities is her
voracious appetite, and Miss Weiss
manages to enunciate clearly even
when her mouth is frequently full of
food.

As Mrs. Baker, Dee Dwelley repeats

TECH HIFT'S
ST PATRICK’S
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the role she played effectively with the
Birmingham Village Players a few
years back. Mrs. Baker is again kept
pleasantly understated, avoiding the
usual comic stereotypes of the over-
protective mother.

IN A SUPPORTING role, John Con-
nolly is rather wooden as Raiph Aus-
tin, Jill’s new employer and would-be
lover.

Under the direction of Celia Merrill
Tumer, “Bitterflies Are Free" is sol-

idly entertaining. All the players had
some minor difficulties with lines Sat-
urday night and lighting cues seemed
slow and awkward, but these bugs are
easily worked out.

Incidentally, Will-0-Way seems to
have repaired its leaky roof and
improved the heating, greatly adding
to the audience’s comfort.

Performances cortinwe Friday and
Saturday through April 8, excluding
Easter weekend. Curtain time is 8:30
pm.

the organ without
olbigation.

Smiley Brothers

A TRUSTED HAVE ) 1USIC

Light. But not too light. With
134 calories per 12-ounce serving,
approximately 20% fewer than Michelob.
After all, taste is still what
beer-drinking’s all about. And we

BIRMINGHAM #
MI7-1177
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858-2340

Great stereo“onthe chp
Friday & Saturday only.

This specially-priced starter
system offers good sound, good
looks, and great expansion capabil-
ities! For only $159, you get a full-
featured Craig HS00 stereo receiver,
wide-range Studio Design 16 loud-
speakers, and a BSR 2260A auto-
matic tumtable (with ADC magnetic

cartridge). !!H crRAIG W

Uncommon musical depth and
clarity are what you get in this $429
system. itbegins with a (deservedly)
top-rated Harman Kardnn 330C re-

You'll find this $259 combination
easy on your ears. Our St. Patrick's,

Day price makes it easy on your”

budgst! it combines a Rotel 102 Mk Il
receiver with KLH 100 Monitor Series

Our $349 system features a
clean-sounding Nikko 315 receiver,
best sellmg Sludlo Dz_eslgn 36 loud-
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and & dep
BSR 2260A automatic turnteble
(with ADC cartridge).
KLH. ,oc
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Enjoy “savings o' the green”
with this powerful, room-filling $509

. systemI it has Micro Acoustics PRO 3

ceiver. It
finished, phase aocumm Ohm Eloud-
speakers. And for your records,
there’s a belt-driven Garrard GT10
automatic turntable with a Pickering

cartridge. -
q«:nuni O

@roummG

[rorman CEZD|

35555 Plymouth Rd. (World Camera Bldg.), Livonia 525-7360 / 4526 N, Woodward Ave,,

Royal Oak 576-4436 / 125 Main St., Rochester 652-HIFt
inMichigan: Dearbom, Mt. Clemens, Detroit “The Bargain Center,” Easl Detrojt, Southgate, AnnkmoranuEasl Lans!&@' "
Stores also in New England New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvanla.andln Ohlo i

which are uniquely
adjustable to your room. Optimum
power and super FM come from a
Technics 5170 receiver, and a pre-
clse Philips 437 auto-return, belt-
driven turntable (with ADC P36 car-
tridge) completes the system.

Tochnics Philips INA

tech hifi

: Soundrooms you éan play in. w

automatic lumtable {with Pickering
cartridge). We think it sounds better
than what other stores sell for $400.
Pleasé compare!

DO HGRRS orowme

Accuracy that's unprecedented
atthis price is what our $678 system
delivers. It boasts edge-of-the-art
engineering, with a pair of rave-
reviewed Infinity Qa loudspeakers,
a luxurious Marantz 2230B stereo
receiver, and a sophisticated Philips
312 all-electronic tumtable (with an
Ortofon FF15XE cartridge). Hearing
is believing! \:
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