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WTVS apologizes

Jewish leaders satisfied

By CARL STODDARD

The ﬂap over the appearance of two

el 56 apparently has

been msolved by station managers
“ and Jewish cnmmutu! leaders.

But it's still not clear if mnlmued
resentment among some members
the Jewish commnity will harm lhe
public television station’s 10th annual
TV auction next month. .

Last Thursday, Qhannel 56's general
manager James tianson met with
representatives of the Jewish Commu-
nity Council of Metropolitan Detroit,
the Anti-Defamation League of Bnai
Brith and the Jewish War Veterans of
Michl an

1 sincerely regret the mental ang-
uish which this program caused some
Channel 56 viewers,"” Christianson said
following the meeting.

The Jewish orgamizations, in turm,
called Christianson's statement
“acceplable as acknowledgement of
the offense to Jewish sensitivities
which the program created.”

‘The meeting was intended to quell
criticism_of the station and allow
Channel 56 to get about the business of
raising donations for its auction—the
largest money raising activity of the
year.

SINCE THE statements were issued,
there has been no sudden outpouring of
support for the station, but auction
manager Honey Friedman admits it
ay be 100 early to judge the reaction.

~We certain have had some donors
me back.” said Mrs. Friedman, a

wm Bloomfield resident. “They say
they are very happy the problem has
been resolved. We'll have to see a lot

mare of that.

‘The public television station hopes to
raise $600.000 during the week-long
auction that begins April 7. To raise

amount in contributions., Mrs.
Friedman said. the station needs about

EASTER PERMS

10%

Creating the Latest Hair Styles of Today

348-9290

HIGHLAND LAKES
SHOPPING CENTER
43223 W. 7 Mile Road
fext to Little Caesar's
NORTHVILLE
His.: Week Days 9 am-8 pm
Saturdays 9am 10 5 pm

Mz, Zareh Marwasian
Eurapean Hair Styles

$900,000 in donations of products and
services. By the start of this week, she
said, the station had not raised half
that amount.
“We're four weeks from the auction
and we have to start rolling,” she said.
“We're about where we were six
v-eels Ernm the auction last year."
the 1977 auction, nnel 56
raxscd al
Mrs.

ut
Friedman said she hopes that
as word of the settlement between the
Jewish leaders and Channel 56
spreads, more businesses and individ-
uals will come forward with donations
for the auction.

“We're hoping for a ripple effect,”
Mrs. Friedman said. ““Once the word
gels out, there's a good feeling. The
vibes are good. People are smiling.
(But) our phones are still a little
quiet.”

THE AUCTION is operated almost
entirely by unpaid volunteers, who
play a’large role in soliciting auction
items. This year, because of the Nazi

program, fewer individuals have
ofrered to help. But most of the 2,000
auction volunteers are still on the job.
Mrs. Friedman said.

Trouble began at Channel 56 follow-
ing the Jan. 12 appearance of two
Detroit Nazis on “‘Detroit Black
News." Jewish community leaders
called the program offensive and
irresponsible programmin

HONEY FRIEDMAN

ideline concerning incitement of vio-

lence. No portion of that program was
broadeast.

Christianson, in fact. held a press
conference to announce that the Nazis
would not appear on the air in “It's
Your Turn."” But when the two Nazs
erviewed on “Detroit Black
" there were charges that the
station had cheated on its promise and
“sneaked" the Nazis on the air.

IN AN EFFORT to smooth out dif-

Some also called for Christi s
resignation. And while all groups
denied calling for an economic boycott
of the station, some spokesmen admit-
ted they would not discourage such
action.

Fuel was added to the protest by a
confusing change in programs con-
cerning the Nazs.

Originally. the Nazis were to appear
on a program entitled “It's Your
Tum.” That program was cancelled
after the Nazs violated a station

Coiffures

ferences, presenled a
statement w representatives of the
Jewish community.

~The management and the board of
directors of the slation assure the
community that there was no duplicity
intended. and we regret anything that
might have given that impression,
Christianson said in the statement.

*“The station erred in neglecting ade-

quately to communicate with con-
cerned members of the community.
This oversight gave rise to the charge

of deception leveled at the station. The
board of directors and management of
Channel 56 assure the community that
o deception was intended and we
apologize for the breach in commu-
nication.

“The management and board of
directors of the station re-affirm their
commitment to ongoing commu-
nication with all segments of the com-
munity and seek to re-examine their
own mechanism to assure that the
process works and even 1mpmves

“This is our pledge,” Christianson
said, “'and our acknowledged responsi-
bility.™

Later, a joint statement was issued
by leaders of various Jewish organiza-
tions in the Detroit area,

*The officers and the Jewish Com-
munity Council of Metropolitan Detroit
and the Anti-Defamation League of
Bnai Brith and of the Jewish War Vet-
erans Department of Michigan have
received and reviewed the statement
of Channel 56 regarding the Jan. 12
appearance of Nazis on “Detroit Black
e " the statement read.

**We find the statement to be accept-
able as an acknowledgement of the
offense to the Jewish sensitivities
which the program created and we
believe the statement to be forward
looking in its approach to relationships
not on]i with the Jewish community,
but wit all segments of the general
commi

We hope that the friction which this
incident caused between the Jewish
community and Channel 56 can now
comé to an end and that the entire
Jewish community will continue to

ive its generous sugpon to public
lelevlslon as it has in the past.

“To this end,” the statement read.

“we specifically urge everyone,
including members of the Jewish com-
munity Lo continue their memberships
in Channel 56 and to continue their
support of the forthcoming auction.”
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