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Board members
are just people,

Garvelink says

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

Birmingham's new superintendent
of schools has left no doubt in anyone's
mind how he intends to accomplish
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Garvelink said he hopes to provide
answers to such questions as: “How
can the board tell the superintendent
he goofed without causing cardiac
arrest?”” and “how can the superin-
tendent tell the board it has made a
bad decision without having a pro-
test?™

“We want to agree on a system so
we are all comfortable with one
another,” Garvelink said. “I want to
be responsive to all the board mem-
bers, but 1 take the position that I
work closely with the president of the
board and take direction from the
president.”

He said he has always held the the-
ory that “a board member is a board
member when seated at the board
table, but away from the table a board
member is just like everyone else—
except the president.

“THAT DOES not mean a board
member can't ask a question but there
is a proper way to do so.” Garvelink
continued.

Board members have a right to
know what is going on and should be
able to get necessary information in
order to make the best policy deci-
sions, he believes.

But “the superintendent should not
be bothered with calls from seven
board members on a regular basis and
administrative staff should not spend
inordinate amounts of time research-
ing individual questions,” he said.

A simple question can mean days of
research and “what concerns one
board member may not concern six
other board members.

“If the whole board wants the
answer to a question, it will be
answered. But the administration
can't drop everything to answer a
question,” Garvelink continued.

“I WANT a majority of the board to
agree before I answer a question and 1
will not feel obligated to respond if
only one board member asks a ques-
tion.”

Although in the past individual Bir-
mingham board members have
requested information from the
administration, Garvelink stressed
that his policy "is in no way a reflec-

WSU College lists classes

Among the 35 courses being offered
through the College of Lifelong Learn-
ing for the spring quarter are two
scheduled to be taught in Southfield.

A Dietary Food Study and Menu
Planning course will be offered from §
to 8 p.m. on Mondays and a course on
Adult Relationships in the Preschool
will be taught from 4:30 to 7 p.m. on
‘Wednesdays.

tion on the Birmingham board or any
single board member.

i have decided through experience
that wherever I went this would be one
of the first things 1 would do,” he

July.

Also, he said he would not “state a
platform™ and “to begin by saying |
am going to change this and that
doesn’t make sense because we
already have the best.”

But last week he discussed briefly
his philosophy of education and aiso
outlined his plans for a meeting sched-
ule for the board.

“I have been accused of being a
great humanist,” he said of his philop-
sophy “Itry to base my decision mak-
ing on what is best for individual chil-
dren,

“My response is very pasitive to per-
sonalized education, even more than
individualized education. 1 believe we
can personalize the instructional pro-
gram and require minimal skills for
all students but how to get them there
is the challenge.

“All students learn differently and
matching the learning style of a stu-
dent with the teaching style of a
teacher is the challenge,” he contin-
ued.

This concept has *all kinds of rami-
fications for special education and gif-
ted children,” Garvelink said.

Regular board meetings will con-
tinue on the first and third Tuesdays of
each month. On the second Tuesday,
the board will visit a school or other
facility such as the Birmingham Cen-
ter for Continuing Education, the bus
garage or Oakland Intermediate
Schools.

The fourth Tuesday each month will
be devoted to workshops on pre-deter-
mined subjects ‘‘that need
investigation or on which the board
needs information,” Garvelink said.

“Hopefully, if we do a good job in
the workshops. the first and third
Tuesday meetings will be more
efficient,” he added.

Workshops will cover such topics as
communication between the superin-
tendent and the board, board eval-
uation of the superintendent, superin-
tendent’s evaluation of the board, the
board's commitment to community
education, teacher evaluation, declin-
ing enrollment, the gifted program,
physical education, curriculum and
others.

In addition a Supervised Work Expe-
rience class will be taught by arrange-
ment.

Classes begin on April 3. To register,
one must have a high school diploma
or the equivalency. For more informa-
tion, counseling or registration, call
3582104,
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Colonial House of Furniture
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474.6900

We specialize in the best of hand and machuTc\

embroidery and monograming

187 5. Woodward Rm. 202 Birmingham
MS-lZHordSJ

Open M.-S. 9:30-5
next to Little Profetsor Bookstore

GARAGE DOOR OPERATORS

1
Gomie aso
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CRYPTAR Il DIGITAL CONTROLS $10.00 extra

1Year Warranty —Any Suburb
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358-3833
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You're Invited
to the

Every Fourth
Wednesday

EVERY MONTH the fine fashion
stores of Twelve Oaks Mall will

be presenting on array of the
fashion looks for today.

of the Best Kind'’

SHOWS IN CENTER COURT
112.m. and 7:30 p.m.

LAKE VIEW, like-new 5 month old home .

WABEEK NORTH. Ccmtemporary Master-
plece with lake view. 75' deck with 4

WEST BLOOMFIELD home now under

offers

family room with wet bar, ce'ramlc foyer,
first floor laundry, Central Air. Birming-

ham schools. 626-9100. $124,900.

— plck your colors. 4 Iarge
(Master with firep

baths, library, 25’ gathering room wlth

fireplace and wet bar. The best. 551-6700.

to massive living and dining
rooms with towering Callfornla Driftstone
fireplace. Spacious, strictly custom.
646-6000. $314,900.

EXTRAS add value to this Ilke-new, 4
bedroom home. Thermo windows, sofld-
wood doors, double sinks in baths, wet
bar in fireplaced family room, first fioor
laundry. Top nelghborhood. 647-5950.

$105,000.

WING LAKE FRONTAGE with nice sandy beach and lighted dock area; a 1 acre resort
estate. Large Ranch with exposed lower level has oversized rooms in an open floor
plan. 32' x 25' family and 25' x 19’ living room, each have a fireplace. Blg dining room
and breakfast nook plus four bedrooms and library. Central Alr, sprinklers, garage
openers, double clrcle drive. Immediate Possesslon. 626-9100. $187,000.
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HEATED INGROUND POOL highlights

Finest ROCHESTEH VALUE, Spacious 1975 A SLEEPER in top West Beverly Hilis
P mmmm}]] Carpat home offers library or 6th bedroom, fire- this executive Lathrup Village home. 4 area. Well-priced 4 bedroom, 2% bath
“lte lb Mills. placed famlly room, country-sized bedrooms, 2% baths, llbrary, family room home features family room with fireplace,
Largest Selection BuY. kitchen and dining room plus full base- with fireplace, sharp kitchen with built- Central Alr, electronic fliter, garage open-

in the Area. [ ] ment and wood deck. Just listed. ins, rec room. On large lot. 557-6700. ers, much more. §46-6000. $82,500.

651-8850. $87,950. $76,900.

Featuring
LEE'S & KARASTAN CARPETS|

at lowest prices

CoOXS (N
QNLY 7 MINUTES

8497 W. Grand River

7Mlle st Mladloboll
Outside

:f::;g., Mall Brighton Mall J . . el .
476-8360 1-227-1314 | \ UNIQUE and appealing floor plan in this FOUH BEDROOM RANCH ln pupulur WOODED NATURE CENTER viewed from

superb 3 bedroom, 212 bath home. Two
1l In sunken living room and In
large family room. Central Air, intercom,

garage openers. TROY. 689-8900.

Troy area. Enjoy a family
room, second full bath in Master bed-
room, full basement, Central Alr and
large patio in fenced yard. Just listed.
68

raised wood deck; one of
Troy's loveliest settings. 3 bedroom, 1%
bath Tri-level with fireplaced family room,
689-8900. $69,900.

Spring
Special
Join Now
Get

Free
2nd Year!

Get in Shape for Summer,

It's easy if you do it right-the Nautilus Fitness way.

RABBITS, PHEASANTS, squirrels and
seclusion! Enjoy nature in this 3 bed-

BACK YARD PRIVACY with a stand of
beautiful trees to enjoy. Newly listed 3
bedroom Ranch with comfortable family
room, 1 full and 2 half baths, kitchen

full basement, bree-

NORTH SOUTHFIELD beauty in Cran-
brook Village features 4 bedrooms, 2%
baths, exceptlonal center ﬂraplaca in room, 1% bath Ranch with fireplace in
famlly room, paneled rec room. dream large living room, modem kitchen, great
kitchen, 34" brick patio. Luxury! breezeway, rec. room. Southfleld.
$57,900. _ . 5551-6700 $68,000. . 557-6700. $51-800.
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¢ BIRMINGHAM
646-6000

* SOUTHFIELD—
LATHRUP VILLAGE
557-6700

Minimum {is benefit. No
per visit, two or three times per week.

Exclusively at FITNESS GEHTEH

Nautilus s

(BN EMe k. 4767118 |

only 30 minutes

* BLOOMFIELD HILLS
647-5950 ROY

689-8900

¢ WEST BLOOMFIELD—

FARMINGTON HILLS
626-9100

REALTO RS” © ROCHESTER

651-8850




