Energy concerns inspire
a contest for youth

Sun [h isn't just another day of the
weeknsonM.ayJandwdlmarka
national celebration of the solar age.

Sponsored by envnmnmmtal groups
around the nation, the day is d
to focus attention on the sun its
obvious potential for Rmvldmg energy.
Au;s the en ngnens, seien-

mote the sun as a

clean, efﬁuemsnurce of energy.
even the scientists need a hand
in developing ways tn better use solar
energy—and some of the best ideas
come from the yor

young.
Thm 's why the Ohserver and Ev.'cen- :

dl (EMEAC) We're looking for ideas
on how the sun can warm—or cool—

our Ii

“I think children may have inter-
esting ideas on solar energy as being
the safe, clean energy of the future,”
said Sarah McGagh of EMEAC.

“If it's not the answer to all our
energy needs, then it is indeed the
answer to some of them,” said Grace
Gluskin, executive director of Con-

Besides providing warmth, the sun
also indirectly provides wind power
and oxygen from plants. It also has the

of

being free, clean and

duldrens drawmg contest along whh
two local environmental groups, Con-
cem Inc. Deiroit and the Eastern
Michigan Environmental Action Coun-

safe, available to every country on
earth and that its technology is under-

Young artists in grades four through

eight are invited to make a drawing,
mllage or lggmung which depicts ways

sun provides energy for
|s mda or could in the future. Entries
should be mailed or sent to the nearest
Observer or Eccentric newspaper
office by April 21,

Twelve finalists will be selected
from each newspaper circulation area.
’mey will compete for the top three
prizes of a 10-speed bike, donated by
Kmart; a skateboard, donated by Don
Thomas Sporthaus; and a backpack
donated by Benchmark.

The contest rules are simple.
Artwork should be done on a nine-inch
by 12-inch sheet of paper or a nine-inch
by 18-inch sheet. On the reverse side,
include the following information:
name, address. phone number, age,

school, grade and teacher's name.
memgs will be judged by a panel
of scientists and artists for content and
artistic technique. The nine runners-up
will receive honorable mention. prizes.

Pnﬂ entries to one of the follow-
offices:

*Plymouth Observer, 461 S. Main,
Plymouth 4817

*Livonia, Garden City, Westland
and Redford Observer o(ixce 36251
Schooleraft, anoma 48150;

Sun Day

Name

Address

City

Drawing

Contest

ofﬁce 2170
W. Nine Mile, Southfield
*Birminj West. Blnomheld and

Teacher

’hwul‘ﬁce 1225 Bowers,
48012;

*Rochester office, 615 S. Main,
Rochester 48026.

David Mesenbring delivers

message from South Africa

By SHERRY KAHAN

David Mesenbring is experiencing a
;ase of mhd’anmw that he is home in
armington, after a two-year stay in
e f
Blllhealsohua[eehxuu pain.
“Itis when friends of yours
ampxckedupataam and detained
by the government,” he said. “So
while it is a relief to get away from
that kind of atmosphere, there also is
the pain of leaving the people I was

close to.

“1 don't know which is worse, to get
a phone call with the news of an
arrest, or not hearing about it at all."

Mesenbring, who was in South
Africa during a wave of oppression
against blacks last fall, has been talk-
ing about his experiences in local
churches, telling about his friend Steve
Biko, who died last September, and
who many believe was murdered,

He spoke yesterday in Hope
Lutheran Church, in Farmington,
where his father, the Rev. Victor
Mnenbring' ispastor.

He has a master’s degree in theol-
ogy from University of Chicago, and
found that working with South African
religious groups was a good way to
meet people in that troubled colmtry

“THERE WERE TWO MAJOR
groups of Christians,” he said. *“There
were the histarical churches like the
Anglican, Methodist and Catholic, and
the African Independert Church. I
Aried to work in both.

“But I was disillusioned with the his-
torical religions. I feit the grass roots

4
African culture and Cristianized it in
an authentic African way.

uses three different click sounds in
[iae of the letters C, Qand X.

“Learning the Language is the only
way to make contact with people,” he

said. “You can't understand their way
of h!e unless you talk to them.

“With rural peopl
that they still hml their serse of dig-
nity, that they ‘belleve in their own
way of life. Urban blacks have been

He also traveled to various areas

wil.h a religious education extension

ln his second year, he lived in the
home of a prominent Afrikaner jour-
nahst a decendant of early Dutch set-

tlers. Afrikaners, he says, basically
run the country.

*The Afrikaners were persecuted by
the English back in the days of the
Boer War, and it resulted in a build up
in their national spirit," said Mesenbr-
ing. “Yet they don't seem to under-
stand that their persecution of the

Hypnotist comes
to Beechview

] developed 'y School's
Gudlps &:rdwﬁ::dw:e:v:m in the PlO hosts Southfield hypnotist James
spirit. In the independent churches 1  Hoke at 7:30 pm. Wednesday in the
met people who had a profound under-  Schoal, at 26350 Westmeath. The fun-
standing of God's spirit. draiser will help PWVl::dmnney for

“T was not a teacher, but I could
share with them what I knew about
the word, and they offered me what
they knew about the spirit.”

MESENBRING MET STEVE BIKO
through a mutual friend.

My friend told me Biko and I would
like each other,” recalled the former
North Farmington High School stu-
dent. ‘Biko was one of the most unrac-
ist individuals I've encountered. He
didn't see me as a white man, but
judged me on my own terms,”

After the young black leader's

collect pepers about Biko, as
ﬁpl{;’s Biko's own writings to be used
in a soon-to-be-published biography.

“A man who was kicked ot of the
country asked me to do this for him,”
said Mesenbring. “So, I talked to
groups who had the material he
needed. I have to be vague about this
because some of those who gave me
information could get in trouble.”

Biko's main contribution to blacks
living in South Africa wes to start a
black consciousness movement. It was
oot a llllcal movement but one

till a mood, and to over-
come hlack inferiority, Mesenbring
pointed out.

“A number of different organiza-
tions sprang from it, such as medical
clinics run by blacks, cottage
industries and other programs to meet
blacks’ needs.

“No question that Biko was the
genius behind it. He felt that even if
the government cracked down on
blnck organizations, black con-

es3 wnulg:tiwe

ones had already taken their place.

'MESENBRING WENT TO South
Aﬁimm!eachn&.MAngl{can
Seminary, but he purposefully found a
variety of jobs. He thought different
kinds of employment would take him
into interesting comers of the country,

While writing a eonupondmce
course on South African church
tory, he mndehlshneinlmnlm
uwhere he learned to speak Xhosa.
&,0ften called the click language, Xhosa

at the school,

Hoke specializes in weight and
smoking contro! and will use audience
volunteers in his performance tomor-
Tow.

Tickets are §2 each, sold at the door.

nosis and self-hypnosis at Delta Col.
lege in Saginaw before going into pri-
vate practice. He holds degrees from
Adrian Gullege. Thomas Edison Col-
lege, in
nosis Traum\g Center in New Jersey,
and the Amen:an Institute of Hyp-
nosis In Los

He is certified in psychothenapeuhc
analysis and a graduate of Palm
Beach Psychotherapy Training
Center.

ida, from Ethical Hyp- |

Michelle will vie
for state teen title

By wmmz
young miss who dieerleatb for
Harrlson High School has been
gl a ist in the 1978
Michigan National Teenager Pageant.
Michelle dméner of Mr,
and 3 Jtupll Stacey of 30380

quet ball, and cangm a

On Ma she will vie in the
eanz nt lernmdﬂ Unlvemtys
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trip to Allanta, Ga., to com)
Nationat Teenager

Staue
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blacks is building in the blacks that
‘same kind of spirit.

“The British tried to stop the Afrika-
rers from speaking their own lan-
guage, and it was the source of great
bitterness. Today the Afrikaners are
trying to force blacks to learn Afrika-

Mesenberg was indefinite about his
future, except for the fact that he
would someday like to live in South
Africa under conditians different from
those existing today.

Age.....orrnnene eenenes TElEPHONE ...............

Take entries to

Observer & Eccentric offices

22170 W. Nine Mile
Southfield

Working on a theological education extension program gave David
Mesenbring (right) the chance to visit the homes of many Africans.
Here he stops for a chat with Mhlabani Duneko.

in the

Whats up. What's down. What’s all around. It
Designer/Sportswear Week at SFA Troy, Somerset
Mall. And here’s what’s happening:

Monday, March 20th- Al the sizzle and sleek
under the sun is in our collection of fabulous sun-
shapes. Maillots to bikinis, caftans to Jjumpsuits.
Everything to whisk you from water’s edge to

candle-glow...informally modeled from 11 to 4 in
our Sand and Sea Shop.

Tuesday, March 21st-Cacharel...relaxed! Al
their delicious sundresses, swinging skirts, airy

blouses, jackets and charmiing tees—plus some
totally new, totally splendid Cacharel attitudes
—informally modeled from 11 to 3 in Designer
Sportswear, Mall Level.

Wednesday, March 22nd-Clean, classic,
wondrously elegant Ralph Lauren. How we love
him and all his sensational sportswear. Catch
informal modehng from 11 to 4—an exciting mini-
show at 1—in Designer’ Sportswear, Mall Level.
And you'll forever be a Lauren devotee.

Thursday, March 23rd-The clothes the pros
choose. Top-seeded sports-stuff through and
through. Whether it's on-court or off-court, we've
got the gear to get your game all together..to
dazzle you from 11 to 4 when there’ informal
modeling in our Active Sportswear Shop.

( Sk o oenue

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge




