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New home down under

How Hills couple adapts to Australia

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

When Shirley Paulson looks out of
her windows in the morning, she can
watch the sun rise over a lake and
office buildings of Perth, Australia.

In the evening, she has learned to
quit looking for the Big Dipper.
Instead, she sees the Southern Cross in
the sky.

After five years away from Farm-
ington Hills, Mrs. Paulson has fallen in
love with Perth and Australia.

“Australians have a phrase that
sounds strange to Americans: ‘it's
bloody beautiful.’ And that’s the only
way to describe it,” she said of her
new home. -

The Paulson family’s trek from their
home near Eight Mile and Grand
River to a split level ranch in a Perth
subdivision began seven years ago.

After her son, vistted’Australia and
fell in love with it, the idea of moving
there became part of the household.

After the children grew up and
moved out,” Mrs. Paulson looked
around her too-large kitchen and
decided it was time to let another
growing family use the house.

ALTHOUGH™ her._ children enjoyed
bringing their friends back to see the
old homestead, the idea of giving up
the house began to grow in appeal.
Finally, in 1971, Mrs. Paulson and her
husband Gordon, applied for an
indefinite visa.

They were turned down by the Aus-
tralians because they hadn’t found a
job, but eventually were granted per-
mission.

During the two years they waited for
their visa, the Paulsons read and stud-
ied about Australia. They had their-
city picked out before they left Farm-
ington Hills. Perth seemed to be a
growing town, well endowed with min-
erals and a good climate.

Once they arrived, they assumed it
would be easy for them to understand
other residents since Australia is an
English-speaking nation.

*I didn’t understand a word they
said,” she remembered.

“Instead of saying ‘Can I help you?'
or ‘How are you? Australian sales-
persons will say ‘Are you right?”

Other bits of Australian slang and
intonation were at first confusing to
the Paulsons.

*Your ear has to become attuned to
the accent,” Mrs. Paulson said, tilting
her head,
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rience that falls short of description,
according to Mrs. Paulson.

“There are largely migrants in Aus-
tralia. They're people who left their
homeland with a dream. 1 love those
kind of people,” said Mrs. Paulson,
shaking her closly bobbed silver hair.

“Unfortunately, there was home
sickness,” she said

‘To chase away the blues, she began
1o search through a phone book look-
ing for anything that sounded Ameri-
can. Finally, she fomd the mumber of
the local Amway office.

"“We became a distributor and it was
the nicest thing that could happen to
us,” she said.

They became the fourth distributors
of the company’s household and cos-
metic goods in Australia.

For the Paulsons, their new occupa-
tion involved more than selling the
Amway line. They were helping build
businesses in their new land.

“By your own efforts you can better
yourself. We're helping others build
their businesses and we're promoting
the principle of free enterprise
throughout the world. It's what made
America so great,” she said.

'WHILE the Paulsons and the eldest
of their three sons, enjoy their new
country, they miss some of the prod-
ucts of the states.

On her return trip, she has been
instructed by her hushand to bring a
case of Vernor's gingerale. Among the
things that she’s missed is smoked
bacon and paved highways.

I like the pace of life in Australia.
It’s easy. But there is anly one road
betwen Sidney and Perth. And 200
miles of that road is unpaved. It bog-
gles the American mind," she said.

“It took us eight hours to travel
those 200 miles. There's no petrol sta-
tions, billboards, nothing. Just bush.
‘That's it. The rest is desert. You carry
your petrol and your water with you.

““There’s an awesome beauty about
it. It's created an awesome people.”

Australians take advantage of their
country’s beauty and warm climate.
Usually, the first year of employment
provides four weeks of vacation. Vaca-
tions then increase with years of serv-
ice.

Mrs. Paulson’s retumn to the United
States will help her decide whether she
wants to continue living in Australia or
return home.
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introduced to her 2Zyear-old grand-
daughter and her daughter-in-law.
I told my daughter-in-law when she

McCABE

Phone: 553-0120

OETROIT LOCATION:
18570 GRAND RIVER AVE  Phone 816-3752

Elsie Young, tailof, had &
client who wanted a pick
packat proof pockat. In-
trigued, she placed 2 Want
Ad offering a fee for the
best design. She received an
answer from a retired pick-
pocket, who refused the fee
and suppied her with a de.
sign that's in the hands of a
patent attorey.

married, 'I'm giving you the best wed-
ding present—a mother-inlaw that's
14,000 miles away,™ she quipped.

Philip B. Thomas, Inc\

‘Specializing in Personalized Custom
Designing & Creative Styling of
Jewelry

Authorized Dealer, Citizen Watch
ELRY @ REPAIR « REMOUNTING
WATCH @ CLOCK REPAIR
478-3050

%;:; 33425 Grand River Suite B1 SIDE ENTRANCE
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MICHAEL A. PINTAR, D.V.M. &
KENNETH G. MAYHEW, D.V.M.

Announce thels association as partners.
in the General Practice of Veterinary Medicine

.o
ORCHARD LAKE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
4300 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
ORCHARD LAKE, MICHIGAN 48033

[y
New Office Hours

» Thurs. 9 AM -7 PM
Tues., Wed., Fi. 9AM- 5 PM
9AM-2PM

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TELEPHONE
682-4617

Save! PRE-WAY
ZERO - CLEARANCE 36"
BUILT-IN FIREPLACE
ENERGYMIZER
Hurry. Supply Limited! Real wood
burning  built-in fireptaces, UL
approved, that install almost onywhere .,
casily installed. We hove all Closs *
“A" Chimaeys in stock; toot 36"

AT SPECIAL
LOW PRICES!
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America
HOME CENTER

31245 West 8 Mile
at Merriman in Livonia

KENTUCKY CHUNK
FIREPLACE COAL

$5000p
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Executive transfers
make  salible 2
limited number of
Munor Apartments
and Vil Homes

baths, walled
garden patios). Elec-
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age. Magnificent
fatehouse”enwranic,
Let Us Prepare Your g&“gg'fe:";'med
recciving  pickup.
INCOME Gommuny’ Hous,
Healdh,  Cabana,
w Hacguet
TAX Club, Monthly renc-
s $380-51,000.
Call us now for
an apgointment Hunters
14 Mo a1 Orcnaro Lake
Rds.
Open Mon -Fri
gamwSam
INCOME TAX Closed Weekands
2961 Grand Aiver phone 851-0111
Farmingon's
FurstTar Fum

22087, Thousands
@ avidly watch for Newgarage

newspaper.
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Don’t forget to place your ad for your
garage sale in your hometown

DIAL CLASSIFIED DIRECT -644-1070 IN OAKLAND COUNTY

522-0900 IN WAYNE COUNTY -852-3222 INROCHESTER/AVON TWP.
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Souren Jewelry
477-1906

DRAKESHIRE SHOPPING CENTER
35167 Grand River, Farmington g
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WE INVITE
COMPARISON

We are so confident that we have the

finest establishment available that we
want you to visit any center in the
area and then ours—if you want the
best.

WE WELCOME
YOUR VISIT
T0 OUR
CONVENIENT
NORTHWEST
LOCATION
We are only 7 minutes from Northville, 10
minutes from Farmington, . Farmington Hills
and Livonia, 15 minules from Dearborn, 20
minutes from Southfield, West Bloomfield and
Ann Arbor. o
THE HENDRY
CONVALESCENT
CENTER

105 he rood
plymouth, michigan 48170
phone (313) 455-0510
DOay Care, Vacation Care, Extended Care

AHEALTH SAVING SERVICES FACILITY




