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Sport popular with area athletes

Girl thinclads shape up for prep track season

By TOM BAER

Better things could be coming for
Farmington Harrison’s girls’ track
team,

Last year, only 15 girls turned out
for the school’s inaugural team, which
compiled a 27 record and finished
fih in the sixteam Western Six
League. This year, things look
brighter. Coach Mark Timmins is
working with 33 girls, including 12 with
experience from last season.

"1 did a lot of recruiting, wrote a lot
of letters, made a lot of phone calls
and  gave a lot of talks in gym clas-
ses,” Timmins said. *'I worked all win-
ter keeping track of the kids, sendmg
Christmas cards, things like that.”

One outstanding Harrison prospect
is senior Ruth Grabowski, who fin-
ished 10th in the state in the 440-yard
dash with a :59.6 last season. She's
had scholarship offers from several
colleges, according to Timmins.

Some other Harrison hopefuls are
junior sprinters Dawn Johnston and

Debbie Sweeney, Jumor long jumper
Terri Duckett, junior miler Lana Wid-
‘man, senior shotputter Mary Sommers
and sophomore sprinter Lmdz Tre-
monti.

Timmins, who is working on his doc-
tor's degree in anthropology at Wayne
State, said he finds coaching the girls
a very pleasant experience.

“The maturity level is so much
Higher than with guys,™ he said. **You
don't have to play the games with the
girls. They seem to accept things eas-
ier. And they really work. During the
winter we ran a weight training pro-
gram for spring sports. We had
between 30 and 40 Eirls as opposed to
five guys.”

HARRISON WILL host a girls’ track
relay on April 15. In addition to the
three Farmington public high schools,
Redford Union, Livonia Stevenson,
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Livonia Churchill, Thurston, Southfield
and Southfield-Lathrup will partici-
pate.

At Farmington Our Lady of Merey,
an all-girl Catholic school, girls’ track
coach Bob Kirkland has a large turn-
out of 110. He hopes this year'’s team
can at least equal last season’s squad,
which posted a 6-1 record and finished
third in the Catholic League finals.

“Most of the point-getters are
back,” said Kirkland, who teaches
English at Mercy.

Mercy has league champions in jun-
ior Michele Collins (5:25.1 in the mile)
and sophomore Sue Heinlein (11:46.05
in the two-mile). Senior Lynn Yadach
holds the school records in the 880 and

Some other Mercy prospects are
sophomore Beth Bosse (dlscusy, senior
Jocelyn Busch (shotput), senior Terry
Whalen (sprints, hurdles), sophomore
Sherry West (sprints), sophomore
Mary Beth Wolun (sprints) and Curran
Sullivan (distance).

Like Harrison's Timmins, Kirkland
enjoys coaching the girl athletes.

1 like the determination these girls

w,” he said “It’s fun to see the
initial excitement of girls who have
never really competed before finding
that lhey can do something in
athletics."”

FARMINGTON HIGH, beginning its
third season of girls' track, has seven
girls back from last year's team,
which finished at 2-7.

Farmington senior Barb Termaat
holds the school record in the hurdles
(:183), and teammate Pam Steinke
set the school standard in the high
jump (4-foot-10) last year. Shelly
Tombko, also a senior, set the varsity
record in the 440 (:64.1).

Other Falcon prospects are senior
Nancy Dahlstrom (880), and juniors
Rose Ormsby (880), Ann Bock (shot
and discus), Mary Jo McKinnon (440),
Sue Wurstner (sprints) and Mary
Quain (sprints).

*1 have some

100, but 1 haven't had a chance to see
them because of the lousy weather,”
said Farmington coach Ron Short, a
physical education teacher in a local
elementary school.
“Overall, I'm optimistic about this
r's team. We should be improved.
Unfortunately, some of the teams we
run against are also improved.

North Farmington's girls' track

team was without a coach as of last
Monday.
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Mercy Coach Bob Kirkland times Jeannette Oyplessis (left) and Sherry West.

Former Raider paces

OU in NCAA swim final

The Oakland University men’s
swimming team recovel m the
flu bug just in time to take third place
at the NCAA Division II champion-
ships last weekend.

The Pioneer swimmers were
restricted by the flu throughout Febru-
ary. However, coach Corey Van
Fleet’s squad bounced back to claim
three national titles, and grabbed 10

mers. | was especially proud of them
academically, because we averaged
almost 3.5 on a grade-point level.

“We have seven freshmen on the
team this year, and we're only losing
one or two fellows,” he said. “I'm
already waiting and excited about next

individual all-American swim honors PIONEER SWIMMERS finished
in the process. among the top 12 (which constitutes an

"We worked all year with the idea All-American) in 12 s¢ events.
that we could get seeund or tmd place Van Fleet credited a noticable
at the national in diving as Oakland’s

Van Fleet. ““We swam especially weu
at the nationals, and I was very
pleased with the 200 distance and free-
style distance people.

“I thought we might have gotten one
or two more all-American swimmers,
but the competitin was very tight,”
he said. “But we broke eight or nine
school records in the meet, and I was
most gratified with the fact that more
than 50 people drove all the way out to
Springfield (Mass.) to watch the

ionships.”

Van Fleet, who is also the athletic
director. at Oakland University, said
the hlg;\\light uf Lheseu:;: 'was beating

key to i lmpmvmg on its fifth place fin-
ish of Jast y

De{endmg team champion California
State (Northridge) retained its overall
title, edging out its closest opponent,
California State (Ctico), 304-287.

Oakland was third in the meet,
which was held at Snnnsﬂeld College,
with 182 points. Clarin State was
fourth (139) and Chicago State finished
fifth (127).

Four local all-American swimmers
from Oakiand included Bloomfield
Hills residents Ian Dittus, Tim Murphy
and Doug Mclmosh plus Farm-
kull! ordi all-A N

wel]atlhenaﬁnls}lemume

swimming school, by
three points,” he said. “It was pmb
ably the most exciting of the season
because we won the last relay by less
than one-tenth of a second.
“We had a splendid season, and we
had a very talented group of swim-

included senlor Tom Boyd (Ferndale),
Scott Teeters (Redford), Mark Doyle

le, Fla.), Tom Allen (Kitch-
ner, Ontario) and Mike O’Hagen
(Dearborn).

Dittus took third place in the 200-
yard butterfly with a time of 1:56.18,
and came in fourth in the 400-IM with

atime of 4:13.54. His time of 4:44.156

was good for 11th place in the 500-free.

“Considering he had a shoulder
operation three months ago, Dittus did
an outstanding job of swimming,” said
Van Fleet. “He literally had a one-

season, and he placed in three
events at the nationals.”

Boyd earned first place in the 200-
IM, broke two individual school
records, one relay team record, and
finished amond the top 12 swimmers in
six separate events. Boyd set the new
school record for the 200-IM (1:57.11),
200-breaststroke (2:1252) and the 800-
yard freestyle (6:57.40).

Boyd’s first place finish was in the
200-IM. He also finished fifth in the
200fly, seventh in the 400-IM, and
eighth in the freestyle relay.

Murphy, a freshman, was a member
uf '.he Myard freestyle relay team

setting a new
s’hool remn‘l of 6:57.40. Mclntosh,
also a freshman, became an all-Ameri.
can on the relay team which finished
fozmhmthemwrdnmleymma
time of

Haldl alang with O'Hagen, were
members of two relays ﬁmshmg inthe
top 12. The 800-free relay took second
with a time of 6:57.40, mdmeimree
team came in e}

Teeters finished fourth in the 400-
medley relay with a time of 3:33.
and followed with a sixth place finish

in the 200-yard utterfly. Kearney
s:rmd his all -American honors by fin-
ishing fifth in the l-meter and 3-meter

diving.

Allen was the fourth member of the
400 medley relay team which came in
fourth.

Harrison’s Terri Duckett clears a hurdle during a recent practice. (Staff photos by Harry Mauthe ) .

METRO BANK
SPRING CAR LOAN

To celebrate Spring, Metro Bank is reducing it's already low auto
loan rate for the financing of new 1978 automobiles.

MONTHS T0 |
TS 12 | 24 | 36 | 48 .
ANNUAL
PERCENTAGE 8.21 8.41 9.31 11.83
RATE

These rates are effective only until April 30, 1978 and may be with-
drawn by the bank without prior notice. They apply only to the
financing of the new 1978 automobiles and are subject to a 25%
down payment and bank credit approval.

: - &
Call 553-4200 to get Exact Payments & Cost
on Your Deal

Metro Bank also finances Used Cars, Commercial Véhicles. and Recreauonal Vehicles
atsimltar low Bank Rales.

LOW INTEREST RATES - ONE MORE GOOD REASON
TO BANK WITH METRO BANK.

METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK

OF FARMINGTON.
FARMINGTON’'S .ONLY: COMMUNITY BANK
Locally owned - Locally Managed Locally Staffed

Farmington Hills Office
27500 Fammington Road .

Talephone 5834200,




