Task force to study high school sports

Cathy Dritsas is on a task force
which wnll help determine the future of
interscholastic athletics in Michigan.

The 36-member task force was
formed by the State Board of Educa-
tion.

At issue,” “is who

Dritsas said,
will regulate i ic athletics

female representation on its governing
board.

I don't know any magic solutions,”
she added. **Hopefully this committee
represents 36 people who will
intelligently study the problem. But
I'm almady shocked by the bias on the
th from feminists and

and how they shall be regulated."

Dritsas has been physical education
teacher, athletic director and coach of
three sports at the Academy of the
Sacred Heart m Bluomﬁeld Hills for
the past nine ye:

She has been !eachmg and coaching
for the past 15 years.

I see some mhlems in high school
athletics in terms of equal opportunity
to pamcxpale said Dritsas, of Bir-

mingham. “I'm speakmg for myself,
not the task force.”

THE PRESENT ruling bedy of inter-
scholastics in Michigan is the Mich-
igan High School Athletic Association
(MHSAA), an independent organiza-
tion,

In an opinion issued last August,
Michigan Attorney General Frank Kel-
ley said the MHSAA may not regulate
interscholastic athletics.

Interschotastic athletics, he said,
are part of the governmental function
of a school district.

He added that school districts may
join an independent athletic associ-
ation and voluitarily adopt the rules of
the association. The enforcement of
rules, however, is the responsibility of
each district's board of education.

I don't think the solution is scrapp-
ing the MHSAA,” Dritsas said. 1 do
believe a restructuring of the MHSAA
is needed. There is a need for more

Umpires needed

from men who want to keep every-
thing the way it is now.

“We have to reach some middle
ground. We're not going to please
everybody. We have to be pragmatic,
fair, objective and honest in our con-
cems for the youngsters who partici-
pate and quality of play.”

DRITSAS IS A ammar battler of
the MHSAA. Ever since Title IX
forced public schools to add a girls"
sports program equal to the boys’ in
1972, she has tried to get women a
wice in determining how girls sports
are developed.

She worked with a group of women
coaches who tried to have their views
heard when the girls’ sports boom

gan.

She was one of a group of women
who filed a law suit in attempt to stop
the first state girls basketball tourna-
ment. The tournament was scheduled
for late November. This meant that
girls basketball, a traditionally winter
sport. would have to be played in the

fall.

After the November girls’ basketball
tournament was established, the
MHSAA declared that any girls’ bas-
ketball teams which continued to play
in the winter would not be eligible for
the state tournament.

The Academy of the Sacred Heart
has continued to offer basketball as a
winter sport.

A small Class D school, Sacred
Heart would operate half of its sports
program in the fall if the basketball
season was changed. The only other
solution would be to drop one of the
other two existing fall sports at Sacred
Heart, tennis or field hockey.

THAT 1973 LAW suit charged that
moving basketball to the fall
decreased sports opportunities for
girls who previously played an outdoor
sport and jeapordized the jobs of
women coaches who had previously
coached a fall sport and basketball.

The law suit was dismissed. Dritsas
would stilt like to see basketball return
to the winter. Kingswood School in
Bloomfield Hills and Detroit Country
Day School in Birmingham have con-
tinued to offer basketball in the win-
ter.

“I'd like to see a varsity womens'
basketball game played before the
varsity boys," Dritsas said. *'I think it
would make a more attractive ticket
than a JV game.™

Dritsas said assuring equal opportu-
nity would be her personal goal on the
task force.

“Equal opportunity isn't offering
football for girls as well as for boys,”
Dritsas said. *Equal opportunity isn't
spending the same amount of money
on girls as is spent on boys. It means
that you allocate the funds necessary
for each sport.”

Dritsas said she sees a danger in
girls playing on boys teams.

*1 can see a high school with limited
funds saying that it will field one bas-
ketball teamn and any boy or gir] may
come out for the team,” Dritsas said.
“In that case, only the real extraor-
dinary girl would make the team. It's

sy, soimsvas oo sote

not the extraordinary girl we're talk-
ing about. We're talking about good,
viable competition for women."

IN ESTABLISHING the task force,
the State Board of Education listed
eight concerns. Following is a list of
thase concerns:

*Review the effects of the Attorney

Bloomfield Hills swim team
sets championship records

Guy Del Franco, representing the
Bloomfield Hills Swim Club, set 2 new
state record in the 13-14 ymmld age
bracket in the 110-yard backstroke
with a time of 5.8 at the AAU Bays
Swim Ch iips, March 17-19, at

General's opinion upon
athleties in the State of Michigan and
determine if there is a need for legisla-
tion in regard to rule-making author-
ity.

eAssess the presenl arrangement
and condition of programs of inter-
scholastic athletics in Michigan, with
emphasis on financing, staffing and
equality of opportunity.

*Review the rules and regulations of
the Michigan High School Athletic

Kalamazoo.
The Bloomfield club also set another
mark in the same age grouping for the

Del Franco recorded a time of 3:29.85.
Del Franco won the high-point
tmphy for the 13-14 year age group by
three first places and scoring

high in five n!her events.
He was first in the 50 and 100-yard

freestyle events, second in the 200-
yard individual medley, and third in
the 100-yard butterfly and 200-yard
backstroke. Del Franco gained a
fourth and sixth place also.

The relay team of Del France, Jeff
Lundy, Hammond and Bowser place
secord in the 400-yard medley relay
(13-14).

Bowser, Hammond, D. Davis and
Del Franco took sixth in the 800-yard
freestyle relay.

‘The Bloomfield Hills Swim Club had
four members, other than Del Franco,
who placed in individual events. They
were Hammond, Billy Bertoncin,
Lundy and Bowser.

for their with
statutes relative to nondiscriminatory
practices and for their impact upon
the total high school youth population
and teachers of physical education.
*Review the organizational strue-
ture of the Michigan High School Ath-
letic Association.

*Review the mmparauve pay scales
for coaches of men’s and women’s ath-
letic programs.

*Prepare a general profile of com-
plaints lodged against the Michigan
High School Athletic Association as

‘evidenced by grievances and litiga-
tion.

*Review and recommend an appro-
priate role or alternative roles com-
plete with pros and cons for each, for
the State Board of Education in inter-
scholastic athletic activities in Mich-
igan.
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in Southfield

The Southfield Athletic Officials
Association needs umpires to work
games — little league through slo-
pitch softball — this sumrmer.

Men and women over 17 years of age
are eligible to apply. Umpiring expe-
rience is helpful but not required.
‘There is no residency requirement. An
informational meeting for prospective
umpires will be held on March 31 at 8
pm. in the Parks and Recreation
Building, 26000 Evergreen.

Additional information may be
obtained by calling 5594489 during the
day. or 356-8008 after 6 p.m.
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