| Slice-of-life comedy, roast beef rate highest

By BARBARA MICHALS

Vintage Neil Simon and a generous
slab of prime rib beef add up to a top-
notch evening at the Sussex House in
Southfield. The new dinner theater for-
mat there currently features *‘Plaza
Suite” presented by Jamus Produc-
tioms.

Emhuzeplayamumemmisreof

" high caliber, a cut above the usual din-

ner theater fare in the metropolitan

area,

The basement dining room at the
Sussex House is small, but neither the
seating nor the stage is cramped.
Tahles are for groups of two or four
and feature attractive red and black
cloths and red-shaded lamps. Service

Review

years. At his wife’s prodding, the hus-
band confesses he is having an affair
with his young secretary. Fighting to
contain her pain, the wife indicates
she wants her lusband back, but the
outcome s i i

salad, French bread,
with sour cream, vegetable, fruit tart
and coffee, Only the poorly mixed oil
end vinegar salad dressing is dis-
appointing. Bar service is available
with dinner and at intermissions.

“PLAZA SUITE" consists of three
acts, each one telling about the vari-
ous occupants of Suite 719 at New
York’s Plaza Hotel.

In the first act, “Visitor from

" a suburban couple face

is efficient and x
The prime rib dirner also includes

a major crisis in their marriage of 23

Although the story contains Simon’s
typical witticisms, it is almost too
true-to-life to be really furny. Portray-
ing the husband and wife, Joe Baunoch
and Mary Geiger are so skillfull and
convincing that it is easy to forget they
are acting. ‘The intimacy of the dimer

o léme separates the actors from the
audience.

By contrast, the closeness between
actors and audience somewhat inhibits
the laughs in the second act, “'Visitors
from Hollywood.” A famous Holly-
wood producer tries to seduce his old

high school sweetheart, now a New
Jersey matron.

The producer’s sales pitch is that
Muriel is the only girl left in the world
wtxnsg.enni.ne,mlikememoniam

is fascinated by the producer’s hob-
nobbing with the stars.

BAUNOCH IS excellent as the slick-
talking producer, and Julie Klock is
amusing as uptight Muriel. Ms. Klock
does a commendable job of staring
straight ahead and ignoring the close-
ness of the audience as Baunoch starts
to undress her.

The broadest laughs come in Act 111,
“Visitor from Forrest Hills.” A ner-
vous young bride has locked herself in
the bathroom just before her wedding

is to start in the hotel ballroam. Her

what the problem is, it turns out that
the girl fears she and her husband-to-
be mig}':t tumn into replicas of her

quarreling parents.

Baunoch again excells as the over-
bearing, overwrougit father, and
Mary Geiger is very fumny as the

slightly addle-brained mother. In a
tiny role, Bruce Campbell is hilarious
as the awkward bridegroom.

Under the skillful direction of
Charles Campbell, “'Plaza Suite” is
highly polished ertertainment. Pacing
is smooth throughout except for over-
long intermissions. Performances are
Thursday and Fridsy evenings, wil
dinner at 7 p.m. and the
following.

" show

Flyer plays disco sounds

Upbeat disco dance music by Flyer
is playing through April 1 in Hurley's
in the Northfield Hilton Imn, Troy.

The five-person ensemble of vocal-
ist-musicians is led by bandleader
Gerry Christie, who plays bass, guitar
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There's so much to choose from,
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sg:’ly y::\;e 92”‘;'9[: B | 0ur Wicker Works buffet has o culinary delight

I Offer expires Aprii for every member of your family! Roast Beef,

I 16, 1978, OF l :hkad llxm', Selim:id N;whum, Boulangere Pota-

& oes, complemented, of course, with hot vege-

COUPON COUPON g N tabiles, crispy salads, assorted breads and dessarts
\ ’ [ (beverages not included).
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Entertainment is the perfect gift.
Gift certificates are always
available at our box office
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Music by Johnny Trudell's Orchestra
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APPEARING NEXT...
*Lola Falana

= Frankie Avalon

You ¢an cat
at Fden Glen
amtme. But
save the Beef

Wellington for
a7 OCCastons
onh. That way
vou'll savor the
owperience
evteaordinary
filet mignon

in pastiy with
Burgandy
sauce. Tryv it
tor the sheer
entertatnment
of cating

an
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And afterwards.

you'll be in the
mood for a
little night
music by the
loe Grande Trio.
Or an Irish
cofiee perhaps?
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Enjoy a home-style Easter dinner at any
Sign of the Beefeater restaurant and save

—APRIL 10- 15

~Bobby Goldsboro

—APRIL 17 -22

UNITED ARTISTS THEATRES INVITE YOU TO GET ACQUAINTED
WITH THE AREA'S ENTERTAINMENT HOT SPOT!

THE MOVIES AT PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENTER-
COME EARLY AND VISIT THE BEAUTIFUL INDOOR TROPICAL
GARDENS. SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS NOW OPEN FOR YOUR

20% on the bill for your entire party.

Or save 20% on lunch, snack or dinner,
any Spring day until April 16, 1978.
price of a complete meal is approximately

Stop by soon to the Sign of the Beefeater ¢
and enjoy a great meal at a great 20%
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TWO PERFORMANCES NIGHTLY Mon. thru Thurs.: 8 and
h 10:30 P.M. — Fii. and Sal.: 9 and 11:30 P.M.

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED 593-1234 §
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10 Academy Award Nominations
Exclusive Engagement
70 MM and Dolby Stereo Sound
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Daily

through Sunday, April 2nd

and flute. In his eight years as a pro-
fessional, Christie has worked with
groups such as Harvest and Osmosis.

A native of Fort Wayne, Ind., Bryan
Bames handles the keyboard for the
group.
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FREE COVERED PARKING
ENTRANCE ON EVERGREEN

BARGAIN MATINEE WEDNESDAY
GROUP SALES AVAILABLE

BOX OFFICE OPENS 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO SHOW TIME

A story of envy, hatred,
friendship, triumph, and love.
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