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Contest continues,
with movie tickets
for best guesses

Entries have been pouring in to the Observer & Eccentric’s second

‘The Big Sleep’

may have you

|yawning, dozing

Many people thought it couldn't be done. but Michael Winner has done it.
He's taken themes of drug use, gambling. blackmail. murder. nymphomania
and pornography and made them into a movie that's as exciting as prune
whip. Winner is the writer. director. and. with Eiliott Kastner. ¢o-producer of
the remake of ~“The Big Sleep™ (R).

Winner probably took a good hard look at Howard Hawk's memorable
1946 film of the Raymond Chandler novel. and then decided to rework it in a
manner as remote from the original as possible.

Thus he rushed in where others feared 0 tread. He changed the time and
place, from 1940s Los Angeles to 1970s London: changed private eye Philip
Marlowe's cheap suils and tacky digs to Bond Street tailoring and a respect-
able pad: and significantisy trimmed the role of the leading female.

Why not? one might ask. It's done in the theater frequently—a play is
given a new interpretation with new settings. new costumes. new time siot.
Why not? Because in this instance it doesn’t work.

THE ORIGINAL version. in spite of an absurdly complicated plot. had a
coherence which is completely lacking in the remake. The coherence was the
result of a fine script by iam Faulkner and Leith Brackett: imaginative
directing by Howard Hawks: distinctive characterizations by Humphrey
Bogart. Lauren Bacall and the supporting players: and an integrated
approach in design. editing and cinematography that gave the movie a crisp
vitality.

The new version gains nothing by its changes and loses a lot. The English
lawns. tidy shops and nattily dressed characters don't mesh with the nasty
reality of the story. which was served better by the L.A. setting.

The fast repartee of the original doesn't weather well. Many of the wise-
cracks are dated and sound out of place in their new surroundings.

Finally. paring down the female lead also pares down the romantic fire-
works and throws one back to plot. which no one wants to think about. 1Even
Hawks and his scriptwriters confessed to some confusion about Chandler’s

puzzle.)

Robert Mitchum. who played Philip Marlowe once before tin “Farewell.
My Lovely™. has the kind of battered face and hulking physique that seem
right for the role. Yet. his disdainful look and slightly mocking tone give
Marlowe a disturbing quality. Al any moment. one expects Mitchum Mar-
lowe to utter a terse profanity and walk off the set.

SMALL WONDER. when one considers the other characters. Sarah Miles
is insipid as Charlotte Sternwood. the provocative™ older daughter of Mar-
lowe's wealthy client. Candy Clark is frenetic as the kooky younger sister.
Camilla.

Edward Fox is reserved and unconvincing as the blackmailer Joe Brody
James Stewart as the aged General Sternwood neither looks decrepit nor
sounds English. Richard Boone is a ridiculous paradoy of a killer. and Oliver
Reed is unduly overpowering in the minor role of casino owner Eddie Mars.
So much for the director’s ability to bring out the best in everyone.

About the only thing that hasn't changed in the remake is the tangled
story. Winner might have tried to unscramble it: instead. he scrambled
everything else.

Robert Mitchum is seen once more as private eye Plullp Marlowe
| in ~The Big Sleep.™

annual
emy Awards.

10 guess the winners in several categories of the Acad-

The Academy Awards will be presented Monday. April 3. There will be
live coverage of the event from 10 p.m. to conclusion on ABC-TV (Channel
.

_‘mz best talents will be honored with Oscars. but you—if you're first
with the correct choices on our contest coupon—will receive two free

passes to the movies.

Check your selections below. and watch for the Monday. April 10. edition
of any Observer & Eccentric newspaper to see if you're a winner. too.

BEST ACTOR

3 Woody Allen (“Annie
Hall')

O Richard Burton
(*Equus™)

2 Richard Dreyfuss {“The
Goodbye

2 Mamllu 'Vhsmuanm A
Special Day™)

= John Travolta (“Saturday
Night Fever)

BEST SUPPORTING
ACTRESS .

5 Leslie Brnwu:
Turaing Point™

O Quinn Oxmmmgs ~“The
Goodbye Girl"™)

2 Melinda Dillon (“Close
Encounters of the Third
Kind")

(**The

S Vanessa Redgrave

(*+Julia™)
= Tuesday Weld {“Looking
for Mr. Goodbar'*)

BEST SUPPORTING
CTOR

Mikhail Baryshnikov BEST DIRECTING
(~The Turning Point™)
= Peter Firth (“Equuis™) T Woody Allen “Annie
Alec Guinness (“Star Hall™
Wars™) = Steven Spielberg (“Close
= Jason Robards (Julia™) Encounters of the Third
Z Maximilian Schell Kind™)
~Julia™y Fred Zinoemann (*Julia™)
= George Lucas (“Star
BEST ACTRESS Wars™
= Herbert Ross (“The Turn-
Anne Bancroft (**The ing Point™)
Turning Point™)
= Jane Fonda (~Julia") BEST PICTURE
= Diane Keaton (“Annie
Hall™"y = *Annie Hall"
Z Shirley MacLaine (“The “The Goodbye Girt™
Turning Point"™) Julia™
Marsha Mason (The Z vStar Wars
Goodbye Girl') = ~Tbe Turning Point™

One of these five films will receive an Oscar (center) when the
Academy Awards are telecast April 3. The nominees are {clockwise,

from lower left) *Julia,” **Annie Hall.”" *The Turning Point.” *The
Goodbye Girl™ and “*Star Wars.™
BEST CINE- Fred J. Koenekamp
MATOGRAPHY T Julia.”” Douwglas
Slocombe

= “Close Encounters of the
Third Kind.”” Vilmos
Zsigmond

= vIslands in the Stream.™

“Leoking for Mr. Good-
bar.” William A. Fraker

Z “The Turniog Point."" Rob-
ert Surtees

Ouly one entry per person. In case of a tie, entry with earliest postmark
will prevail. All entries must be postmarked no later than March 31.
The contest is not open to employees of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

NAME
ADDRESS
Ty
ZIp
TELEPHONE
Mail to: Movie contest
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
1225 Bowers
Birmingham. Mich. 48012,

TERTAINMENT GUIDI

(OFTH

OwWn

#& moy’ STAURANT

Lantonese & American Foad
Japanese Steakhouse

® Exotic Cocktails ® i
CARRY.UTS 6N GHINESE 2060
€ “ese Lamcne:
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1
1
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CHINESE BUFFET

Features all vanetes of your favcree Crimese

’;\’;".",’,: ol
m
&7715-

Cocktails Carry Outs
Introductory Gift

i 3350 Auburn Road i
172 Mile W. of Adams Rd 852:6260 ‘

Your Host: Harold Hom '

'}
i}
Mandarin. Szechuan
& Cantonese Cuisine

Luncheons & Dinners

|
|
|
|
L

Pecarls
Garden

e Fonest i Crnese
& Amer can Cus ne

469 S. Woodward, B’ham.
644-??1 3

ang Cantonese cisnes Al yo. can enjoy,
se~ved Fn Sar Sun Evemings

WEEK NIGHT SPECIALS
SHRIMP—CHICKEN—RIBS
$4.50
SHANGRI lA WEST

Regtaurant & Lounge
Teexar [N

Hernisi CLASSIFIED ADS!

Chiisto’s

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN ||

BULL PEN

completedy ver

Breakfast Spemals

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-

“l Michigan's Most Beautitul Barn 1f.
‘ Specializing In

Glimpses

AMERICAN HOT WAX (PG). Story of rock '’ roll era with guest
Sinos Ly Chuck Berry and Jerry Lee Lewis. Tim Mclntire plays
deejay Alan Freed.

THE BETSY (R). Intrigue and power within the horny set of auto industry.
based on Harold Robbins™ best-selling novel. Many scenes filmed in metro-
politan Detroit. BLUE COLLAR (R). Tough. realistic drama of three aute
workers whoses small-time rip-off produces drastic results.

CASEY'S SHADOW (PG). Sensitive movie about impoverished Cajun (Walter
Matthau). his three sons and the horse that becomes pivotal to their future
fortunes.

COMA (PG). Scary and unpleasant movie about some strange goings-on at a
hospital. Genevieve Bujold is the plucky doctor who uncovers a fiendish
arrangement

CROSSED SWORDS {PG). Adaptation of Mark Twain's *'The Prince and the
Pauper.” Star-packed cast in story about royal impersonation. romance
and ruffians in the 16th century.

THE FURY (R). Director Brian DePalma (*'Carrie”) again ventures into
realm ofthe supernatural in film about two teenagers with the psychic
power to move objects.

GRAY LADY DOWN (PG). Suspense as Navy attempts to rescue sunken sub-
marine. Charlton Heston is the sub's skipper: David Carradine is among
the rescue team.

HIGH ANXIETY (PG). Mel Brooks tips his hat to Hitchcock in thislunatic
romp at the Psycho-Neurotic Institute for the Very, Very Nervous. Liberal
visual “'quotations™ from Hitchcock in this howler.

HOUSE CALLS (PG) Water Matthau and Glenda Jackson in entertaining
comedy about amorous adventures of widowed doctor and complications
in hospital politics.

THE MOUSE AND HIS CHILD (G). Award-winning full-length canoon fea-

! ture with voicesof Peter Ustinov and Cloris Leachman.

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER (R). John Travolta (of Kotter's sweathogs) is

the main man in film with plenty of disco action.
MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G General audiences admitted.

PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.

R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.

X . No one under 18 admitted.

$ 19 2 Egas itors or clients is a reservation at PRIME RIB & CRAB LEGS l{
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Motor Cily Theatre
Organ Sociaty. Inc.
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Woodward and Long
Bloamfield Hills

175 10 Joshn Eut -
391-3200

Hontw 0n Josiyn 3 Mies
Lake Road
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564+-5144

- 644-1400
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sLive Stage Show BIRTHDAYS...
*William S. Hart ITALIAN FOOD...
in Silent Film

ROMAN TERRACE..

THEY GO TOGETHER
FOR GOOD TIMES!

Help celebrate our Sth

Binthday with us this March
with selecled 7-course dinner
menus 10 two.

*Harold Lioyd
in Comedy Silent Short
*Western
Sing-Along
*Gaylord Carter
well-known theatre
arganist, providing silent

flim accompaniment and
concert on original Barton

theatra pipe organ.
THE REDFORD THEATRE  Joinus
1760 Lanser a1 Grana Aner in the party
97250 celebiation
y making
e reservations
Saturday, Apri1 1 « 8PM o
Advance tickets $3.50 sach

A1the door S4.50each

Qevr 35219

e a$3son =

Aok acuit our spacial Kereheon mens and-two for ome"cocktail hour,
1w soriatteng tocelebeate!

2 TALL COOL DELICIOUS DRINKS
FOR THE PRICEOF ]
FROM $P.M.TIL™P.M
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
WITH TONY &
CAROLYN
FROM8P.M
TIL2AM.
MONDAY THRU
SATURDAY.

e
SJolly”EMiller™
¢J ounge

RIFIC

SMILE & NORTHVILLE ROADS
call (313) 459-4500
FOR MEETINGS AND
BANQUET PLANNING




