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"Modern-day Sheakespeare rivals TV soapers

By GEORGIA KUX

The TV Soaper, teeming as it is with
characters ansd curlicued plots, just
may have a rival in “The Curate
Shakespeare: As You Like It."

The play, an adaptation by Don
Nigra, is the current Student Enter-
prise Theatre production at Oakland
University in Rochester.

Some funny, slapstick moments are
provided by the players themselves as
a modemn-day Shakespearean troupe.
‘The troupe has been reduced to seven
members and is faced with the mon-
umental task of performing a play
with 30 speaking parts. Multiple roles
provide the answer.

John R. Roman, for example, plays
an actor playing a court clown. He
also plays Charles the wrestler, more
Ali than Gorgeous George, and does
trejan service as Hymen, God of Mar-
ngge as well as a really great apple

m ADD TO the confusion, Nigra
adds a dash of Pirandello—from *'Six
Quracters in Search of an Author'—
inwhich the players attempt to act out
wilhin the play some of the drama of
thgir own lives. We see lovers quarrel,
a young actor unsure of his abilities.

!l these goings on play the very hob
with the mental processes, which like
tRETV addict’s, must remain alert to
ewry changing level in this play
within a play and at the same time
keep track of all the characters.

's also a heavy load fof the seven
Opkland University undergraduate
students who must cope with multiple
identities and must switch from the
melodic flow of Shakespeare to the
stticeato exchanges of today’s lingo.

The players rise to the occasion.

High on the list is Elizabeth A. Mar
who has but two roles: That of a tear-
ful deer in the Forest of Arden, and
Rosalind. Not, mind you, the heroine
of “As You Like It.”

This Rosalind lives in a sort of
Rosalind limbo, having once played
the part. Now, forgetful of her lines,
her job is to announce the locales in
the play or the odd bit of business:
“This is it, folks!"™

MARS ROSALIND is a prelly
soul, often

Rewew

Sawson lavishes a special fondness
upon the role of the good duke, who
has been banished by his rotten
brother Frederick. He drifts out in his
comely, feathered cap, profile to its

with moments of crisp mtelllgence
Mar also has a lovely singing voice
which lends itself very well to the
Elizabethan airs laced through the

play.

‘The dichotomy of the play is appar-
ent when we try to follow the other
players. Take Audrey, played by
Karen 1. Swantek. As Adurey the
actress she will perform as Audrey, a
slightly wanton country wench. She
will also be Rosalind, the real one.

This daughter of a Duke is banished
from court and lakes refuge in the
Forest of Arden. Here she assumes
another role, that of Ganymede, a
sharp lad.

Confusing? It is for Audrey the
actress. She has an identity crisis in
between costume changes.Swantek
does justice to all these roles. She's
pretty good as a lioness, t00.

MARK SAWSON is a central charac-
ter, the troupe's manager-cum-direc-
tor. The spacey Rosalind asks him if
be is Shakespeare or God. “I'm just
God," he immodestly replies. Sawson
cleverly caricatures his roles which
include a gnarled 80-year-old manser-
vant and a slow-thinking shepherd two
steps removed from Mortimer Snerd.

best advantage, mouthing each plum
like word with exquis-
ite sounds. Delicious!

“As You Like It" has William, a
simple country lad, in love with
Audrey, the wanton. It also has as a
hero Orlando, the light of love of
Rosalind the real.

These roles are the baliwick of
Roger G. Hassett. When loutish he
picks his “nose and scratches his
crotch. And whether William the
actor, William the Oaf or Orlando,
Hassett bumbles quite earnestly. He,
too, has an indentity crisis in the play.

*1 just don't think I can play myself
again,” He’s afraid the audience will
make fun of him and say he’s no good.

IN THE PLAY, love takes place on
both the real and illusionary levels.
Peter R. May in his actor role, loves
and is constantly rejected by his
actress counterpart, played by Nancy
M. Bright. As Silvius the shepherd.
May is scomed again by Bright, this
time playing the part of Phoebe the
shepherdess.

Bright is at her brightest as Celin,
the coy daughter of Duke Frederick.
May's other roles include the melo-
ncholy Jacques. He has an identity
crisis that borders on madness.

himself did, author
Nigro has develped a new script based
ona popular work. In the “Curate he
adds his own imprint.

He brings innocent rustic romings to
more earthy couplings, lobs in a word
from Puck. Furthermore, lese maj-

esty, he has his characters revile the
bard himself

Director Thomas A.Aston doubles as
costume designer. Associate director
is Randail Forte. Scenic designer is
Anet Platt. Lighting, which included a

dappled Forest of Arden. is by Tom
Hansen.

The play will be repeated Thursday-
Saturday on the next two weekends in
the Studio Theater of Varmer Hall.
There will be a matinee Saturday
Aprit 2.

Concert club opens at St.Regisf

The Bamboo Ballroom, touted as
Detroit’s first adult concert club, will
open Saturday in the Hotel St. Regis in
the New Center area.

‘The opening attraction will be Peter
Allen, who wrote the Grammy Award
winning song *'I Honestly Love You,™
which was performed by fellow Aus.
tralian Olivia Newton-John.

An Australian living in America, he
also is described as a New Yorker whc
lives in southern California. Allen is a
writer and performer who blends folky

Broad

on Bette Midler, Elton

gwriter and cab
way middle of the road styles.

Allen’s recordings on A&M records
have become familiar on WNIC,
WDRQ and WXYZ in Detroit. Many
persons have seen him on national TV
on “Dinah” and "“The Mike Douglas
Show.” He is the former husband of
Liza Minnelli.

Allen has just been named
“Entertainer of the Year by After
Dark magazine. which bestowed this

Life doesn't stop after
age 60. Ruth Gordon
received an Oscar nomi-
nation at the age of 60,
and won an Academy
Award for supporting
actress in “Rosemary’s
Baby” at 72. Maggie
Kuhn organized the Gray
Panthers in 1970 at age
64, and four years later.
Millicent Fenwick, then

Late bloomers?

64, was elected to the
US. House of Represen-
tatives. Annie Smith
Peck, scholar and lec-
turer, scaled the Matter-
horn at age 45. and fol-
lowed that at age 6 with
climbing the 21.250-foot
Mt. Coropuna in Peru.
She ventured up Mt.
Madison in New Hamp-
shire at age 82.

title
John and Barry Manilow.

SON OF BAMBOO Productions,
which is behind the Bamboo Baliroom,
has produced more than 2,000 concerts
in the Midwest during the last nine
years.

‘The concert club in the St. Regis will
feature the intimate atmosphere of the
plush hotel. with cocktails available.
Promoters say they will showcase
some of the nation’s top names in lzl-
ent at the Bamboo Ballroom.
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Gourmet Special

LOBSTER TAIL STUFFED

WITH CRAB MEAT
Including

Choice of Potato, Tossed Salad..

§795
(Friday and Saturday Night)
Z733IW FIVE MILE. CORNER OF INKSTER 3
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THE ROMAN TERRACE LO I- A

1S COOKIN!

SOMETH]NG SPECIAL FOR

YOU THE ENTIRE

‘MONTH OF MARCH!

H —APRIL 3-8

:: ‘/ Music by Johnny Trudell’s Orchestra
: }‘ 'f\"nﬁﬂee‘:;:g e ::: APPEARING NEXT...
D ¢ omerme spet 7o || | % Frankie Avalon
T4 3y dinners for two. —APRIL10-15

e Celebrate with us

—APRIL 17 -22

«Letterme

—APRIL 24 -29

*Bobby Goldsboro

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED 593-1234

In World Champ.
Standings

Where to go and what
todo on Sunday?
Here's an unustal
dining opportunity...

BAVINLNY

DISTINCTIVE CUISINE
F Al INA

L
ICH » DINNER » AFTER THEATRE

Maple

at
Stephenson Hwy.

689.2332
RESTAURANT & BAR

@ ONLY SUNDAY BRUNCH
N DOWNTOWN DETRGIT

@ DISCOUNTED
VALET PARKING

@ PIAND STYLINGS
BY JGHN WILLIAMS

@ SPECIALLY CAEATED
BRUNCH BEVERAGES

© syct creat oeLiGHTS
ASTEGGS BENED!

and aif this on the
25IIr flgor of the
Hotel P

10:300m and 2:30pm

st estare (NS

WASHINGTON BLVD & LARNED
RESERVATIONS SUGGLSTED

= : N . 965-0200
: ‘Réman @ @ Hyart Regency Dearborn e N\ FOR INFO: 857-8000 :
L st
fGerrace TICKETS:575655 1ot
. 851-4094 CLUB I Sats Reserved Excent §5 Seats
. 27822 Orchasd Lshe Road TICKETS AT: SILVERDOME, L. HUDSON'S (USE
: -t 2ttt 1m0 OGO 18 T0T THO PERFORMANCES NIGHTLY Man. thro Thurs.: 8 and HUDSON'S CHARGE) & B|RMINGNAM COMMUNITY HOUSE|
e iyl isioridend - 10:30 P.M. — Fri. and Sat.: 9 and 11:30 P,

Save
energy

<

Ringgley Inn ||

HOTEL
: Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet [-
tor party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,
.headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Rino, will personally
“oversee all arrangements and details. P

Combine trips
whenever possible
L | to avoid unnecessary
use of your car.
It each car owner
could eliminate
| one short rip
a week—the nation’s
gasoline bilt could
be cut by 7%.
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CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
#EXOTIC COCKTAILSe

Caesadiffas
Werrrit,

Carry-outs on Chinese food Closed Mondays ]
'HINESE: LUNCHEON 11 A.M.3P.M.
JAPA‘VESE LUNCHEUN 11 AM.2 PM DINNER 6-9:30 P.M.,
& SAT. 'TIL 10:
16825 MIDDLEBELT AT & MILE, LIVONIA

Reservations Accepted 427-3111

Waodward and Long Lake Road &
Bloomfield Hillx

-644-1400

Enjoy Merrick's New Menu
At the Exciting American Center!

NOW OPEN
FOR
SATURDAY LUNCHEONS

(11:30 to 3 p.m.)
FOR RESERVATIONS AND EASY TO FOLLOW
DIRecTions CALL 353-8144

inner Hrs.:  Tues. thru Sat. Lunch: \hm thru Sat.
from 5:30 p.m. 11:30 to 3 pm:

lighttul dining experience
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FAAC

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
American Center, Southfield
* Luncheons  Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders X

Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.a week *

Monnﬂwn 11.0,m.-10 p.m . 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
1311 pumad Sum. 12-10 pm.

' 469 S. Woodward, Bnrlegham
% 644-2913




