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Parents group unsure

Is there

By SHERRY KAHAN

More than a month has passed since
charges of widespread abuse of its
mentally retarded residents were lev-
eled at the state-run Plymouth Center

« for Human Development.

Since that time the media has been
holding up a magnifying glass to the
faclhly the director has been

d, staff members have been
suspended and a big name task force
has begun a probe.

But has anything changed inside the
facility? And will the task force with-
out power to require individuals to
give testimony be able to carry out a
successful investigation?

Approached with these questions
were members of the Plymouth Asso-
ciation for Retarded Citizens, the
group which has streggled for two
years to end abuse. Through its suc-
cessful court cases the organization
has begun to make inroads.

Their answers were a mixed bag
with some seeing signs of improve-
ment and others noting that problems
still exist. One member, Sandy
McGuire indicated a lack of faith in
some of the persons chosen by the gov-
emor for the task force.

Plymouth assocation members will
present their findings and their feel-
ings at a meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 11in Harrison Elemen-
tary School, 28811 Jamison, Livonia.
The event is sponsored by the North.
west Communities Association for
Retarded Citizens.

“NEW CASES OF ABUSE are still
coming before the center’s fact-finding
committee,” reported Mary Brimhall
of Redford Township vice-president of
the association, which is made up of
interested citizens and parents of resi-
dents of the Plymouth

The association has been given the
opportunity to have its members serve

on this committee. She added that
committee members had to sign a
paper before investigating a case so
that facts remained confidential
before a final determination is made.

Will this tie the hands of the associ-
ation in its effort to end abuse? *1 feel
we will have to look into this ques-
tion," Mrs. Brimhall replied. “We will
have to see what recourse we have.”

“My son has received no injuries
lately,” said Mrs. Jimmy Nelson of
Southfield. ““He had been scratched on
the face and neck before, and we were
unhappy with the care he got when he
had pneumnonia.

“But I have noticed the attendants
are out of the office and back in the
play rooms, playing with the kids. 1
could see they were making an
effort.”

“WHEN 1 VISITED last Christmas,
the attendants were cold and abrupt,”
observed a Garden City resident, who
preferred not to give his name because
he feared retaliation against his rela-
tive. “On Good Friday, they were very
friendly.

Hnrwever, they still hadn't cut his
hair, and he wasn't weanng the
clothes I brought in for him."

“Evelyn Provitt is doing an excel-
lent job as acting director,” said Bar-
bara Moore of Redford Township.
“But we are concerned about who is
coming in as director.”

(Former director William Womack
was removed from office by Governor
Millike

"Thmgs are a little bad right now
because so many have been sus-
pended,” continued Mrs. Moore.
“They are hiring new employees
because they are supposed to raise the
ratio of attendants to residents.”

WHILE MANY MEMBERS of the
Plymouth association had a mixed
reaction to what was taking place

change at Center

within the controversial complex, one
of them was very singleminded about
the investigating task force.

“It was the impression of associ-
ation members that we would be
members of task force,” stated Mrs.
McGuire, of Detroit. “The governor
told us we would be observing and
monitoring it. But last week we found
our members referred to in the min-
utes as guests. So I wrote a letter to
the governor and asked him to clarify
our role.

“His response was to deny us mem-
bership on the task force. I feel we
should be members. We could accom-
plish more that way. We could vote on
crucial questions.

““And who has a greater interest in
the Plymouth center than our mem-
bers, many of whom have a child liv-

there?

“Instead the task force consists of
John Dempsey, the director of the
department of social services; Dr.
Vernon Stehman, director of the men-
1al health department; the com-
mander of the Michigan State Police;
Detroit Councilwoman Erma Hender-
son and Wilbur Coben of the school of
education of the University of Mich-
igan, and a representative of the Civil
Service Commission.

“THE FOUR DEPARTMENTS rep-
resented on the task force are the
same departmerts that haven't been
able to work ou this abuse situation
for two years."

for Human Development?

“In January 1977 we won, through a
law suit, major concessions from the
department of social services
involving investigating and rolluwmg
up abuse cases,” she continue

“The department wasn't domg its
job, in our opinion. After finding
abuses in the Plymouth center, it
didn't take any action. It said that was
the responsibility of the mental health
department. Mental health said it was
up to social services and the state
police said that one of the two should
handle it.

Mrs. McGuire urged those who have
information on abuse at the center to
testify at a public hearing 10 am.to 5
pm. April 20 in the 21st floor audito-
rium of the Executive Plaza B uilding
at 1200 Sixth, Detroit. Similar hearings
on abuse will be held in xansing and
Ann Arbor.

Mrs. Moore applauded the concept
the a monitor committee, which has
been won through a suit brought by the
association against the center and the
mental health department.

““The monitors can drop in any time
during the day or night,” she said,
“and no one will know when they will
be coming.”

She also favored a more careful
check of each resident's medical
records, especially drug overuse.
“Some kids don't sleep at night,” she
noted. “I don't know why they're so
hyper, but it might be because of the

Stingrays sponsor
fundraising drives

‘The Michigan Stingrays are sponsor-
ing a swimming and diving marathon,
311 pm. April 25 at Harrison High

ARTICLE 11 - DEFINITIONS

CITY OF FARMINGTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC BEARING

‘The Farmington City Council will meet at 8:00 P.M. MONDAY, MAY 1, 1978 in the
Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, to hear all interested persons
on the proposed Amendment to the Farmington Zoning Ordinance as follows:

Section 5.9 Definition Pertaining to Building Use:
Add definition for Housing for the Elderly

ARTICLE 7 - SCHEDULI

(BDCENI'RAI.BUSTNES DISTRICT Section 5.82 Area in Sq. FY.

MULTL.FAMILY DWELLING (1BR) in R4 DISTRICT
Add “and CBD CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

Amend Floor Area and Storage and/or Utility Requirements, and Off-Street Park-
ing Requirements

Al interested persons will be given an opportunity to express their views at the
above time and place. A copy of the propased ordinance is available for review at
the Office of the Gity Clerk. Any other information regarding the above proposal is
also available at the Office of the Gty Qerk.

NEDRA VIANE, City Gerk

Publish: April 13, 1978

and diving club active in the Farm-
ington, Southfield, Birmingham and
West Bloomficld area teaches com-
petitive swimming and diving.

For the meet. which is a fundraiser

for pool equipment for the team’s pro-
grams, swimmers will be asking resi-
dents and businesses to donate a sum
for each length or dive which is com-
pleted.

Many of the young swimmers are
aiming to complete the maximum
number of 200 lengths, which is close
1o three miles.

Ever-7 Sports Club

OVER 35

combination of drugs.”

SHE ALSO HOPES that staff mem-
bers will start to stick around when
parents and volunteers come to visit
the residents.

*‘Parents come in and the staff just
disappears,” she observed. “I've
heard from many volunteers that they
are not too helpful to them. The staff
leaves them with a lot of residents and
no help. I've had the same experience
as a parent. I never felt I was wel-

come.
Some of the foster grandparents
have the feeling that the staff feel the

grandparents are spying on them, she
2dded.

Mrs. Nelson, who favors the pres-
ence of both monitors and parents in
the building, hopes that the staff mem-
bers won't think that they are con-
stantly being checked on.

Let's call it making sure everything
isall right,” she said.

She added that parents could be
monitored, too, because there are
many who never visit their children.
“and you can't expect someore else to
pick up your obligation and work on
i
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Monday thru Sunday 7:00 & 9: 15 p.m.

MATINEE: Saturday 1:00 & 3:15 p.m.
Matinee Admission $1.00
Ladies’ Night Tuesday—Admission $1.00
FREE BALLOONS for the Kids!
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ENTERPRIZE, INC.
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SLOWPITCH %3
SOFTBALL LEAGUE
Now Forming
For Information Call

464-1670

CITY OF FARMINGTON
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
(Summary)
A Regular Meeting of the Farmington City Council was called to order at 8:00 p.m.
Monday April 3, 1978 by Mayor Richard L. Tupper.
Councilman Benrett, Buckler, ., Tupper and Yoder were present.

my Officials presert were Gty Mgr. Deadman, Director Byrnes, Officer Maddison,
Director Jones, Attorney Kelly and Gity Clerk Viane.
Mimutes of previous meetings were approved as corrected.
Minutes of other boards were received.
Strye‘s Standard Service, 32410 Grand River, was granted a variance to the sign
ordinance.

irgil Cornwell was granted a waiver of the streel width requirement from 31
Rl R, for the proposed Tall Pines Subdivision.
Council instructed the Gity Manager to contact our representatives in Lansing urg-
ing the quick adoption of the Transportation Financing Package.
Resolution from Gity of Royal Oak regarding the lacation of a Medical Control and
Communications Center for Oakland County EMS was received.
Pmdmmm issued designating May 15~June 15, 1978 as “Muscular Dystrophy
Nou(z from Consumers Power regarding Public Hearing on proposed rate increase
was received.
Council introduced Ordinance No. C42878 which would amend the Zoning Ordi-
rence Central Business District as it applies to housing for the elderly.
A Public Hearing was established to review proposed Ordinance 78 for 1:00
P.M May 1, 1978
‘The following resolutions were adopted:
Determining the necessity for construction of a Sidewalk on Farmington Road
adjacent to the Farmington Alta Loma Shell Service Station
Authorizing payment to contractors for work completed at the Public Services
Fadility.
Federal Hij 1y Safety Sign Grants
m :h‘;u contract with MSHC for sign upgrading program
Acazptmg fing ihe tid of Brick Faced Concrete Walls, Novi, Michigan, in the amount
of §2,546.00, for the State Street Parking utsmenmg Wall.
Estshi the position of Court Warrant Office:
Leonard, 33309 Shiawassee, was npminierl for a three year term to the

Historical Commision.
Gy Manager Den the 197873 proposed Budget to Council.
§ Sody metings for Apri 12, 19 and 25; and May 3 and 10,
hhh.!dlmnﬂ mpm t0 9:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.
A Public Hearing was established on the adoption of the 197879 Fiscal Year Budget

ﬁrMﬂ)’ll 1978 at 8:00 P.M.
Fund Financial Report for the 8 months ending February 28, 1978 swas
mL
Lhi.hlymhmwpmwd lnrpayme.nL
following ordinance was

I)I\I)INANCE . CA2T-T8
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF FARMINGTON BY
ADDING NEW SUB SECTIONS TO SECTION F 410.1 AUTOMATIC SPRINK-
LERS—CHAPTER $1, SECTION 9.302, TITLE 1X OF SAID CODE

‘THE CITY OF FARMING‘NJN ‘ORDAINS:
9.30] Medifications te the Adopted Fire Prevention Code.
Subsequent Artidles and Section numbers refer to like-numbered Articles and
Section numbers of the adopted Fire Prevention Code:
le AUTOMATIC

follswing Sab Sections:
li)wmlnm:wrw,mlhmﬂe(haﬂmﬂdMyo(
intitutional occupancy, including buildings used for housing P‘ﬂvle xuﬂcring
from physical limitations because of health or age, hospitals,
ormmap.hmu(orthengdormﬂnnmdhcﬁng !nr the
dderiy.

(&) Apgroved Aulomstie Sprinkler Systems shall be installed in all buildings
madmalhme (3) stories in belght.
was introduced st a Regular meeting of the Farmington City Council
mmm 1978, was adopted and enacted at a Regular meeting of the Council on
3, 1978 and will become: d{mﬁve ten (10) days after publication.
‘meeting was adjourned at 9:25 P.

RICHARD L. TUPPER, Mayor
NEDRA VIANE, City Clerk

Publish: April 13, 1978 Ry
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BUILDING MATERIALS CO.
1277C Farmington Rd  § of Schoolcrait Rd

937-0478 421-1170

DO-IT-YOURSELF
SHOWERMATE TUB KIT
in Stock:

Plain White
Colors
Gold Travertine
and White Marbte

FORMICA
30" x 96"
36” x 96"

IN STOCK:
WHITE AND
6 OTHER PATTERNS

WA LLBOAR D (Dry Wally
4x8 4x10  4x12

OTHER LENGTHS IN STOCK UP T0 4 x 14
MON.-FRI. 8-5

SAT. 8-12

C

OASIS GOLFCENTIR

BELLEPROSIOP

Shop at Qasis Golf Center
ot “For all your golf Equipment”

“Service is our Motto"
Be sure to see our new ladies Clothing Dept.

* SPECIAL INDIVIDUAL CLUB SALE RACK )

Ladies & Mens Ram, Etonic Ladies
arker an
Assorted First Fite Leather | |GOLF SHOES
GOLF GLOVES

JACKETS 495 Ea. $169 TO $4200

995 EA Ages 59 & 10-14 Royal,
" Jr. Sets $33.95 & UP Etonic Dexter
Hogan XX-OUT Golf Balls ..7%8 doz.

Royal Daisy Golf Balls...........coouevveueremiereaennes
Haig Ultra - 4 woods, 8 irons..............
Ladies

Starter Sets

2 Woods
5 Irons

Haig
Ultra Dyne 11l

4 woods
8 irons

s47°8

39500 FIVE MILE ROAD

Batan

420-2228
OPEN 7 DAYS
9 AM YO DUSK
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QUAKER STATE

10-W-30
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price.

Your Choice

A-Vlhu'l
DRUM TYPE

® Install new lining

® Rbulld wheal cylinders

® Rosurtace brake drums

« Repack front wheel bearings
® Road test car

An Auto-Service Center
and A Whole Lot Morel

‘ &
i@ﬁp PCY VALVES

$1 59

MILES OF GREAT VALUES
Special Prices on
Benchmark 4-ply.

ASI.ONAS

C78x14
D78x14
E78x14
F78x14
A761|3 G78x14

Here's our newest 4-ply tire. It's a whole new look
in economy tires. And it's yours at a special low

Avoid abnormal wear on
tires and front end parts.
Qur expert mechanics witt
sst castor, camber and toe,

cveer BRAKE OVERHAUL

(AddIfional parts and tabor extra, it required)

me

Lo 2

Siza Price
29.00
28.00
30.00
32.00
23.00

Price Size

23.00 H78x14
24.00 G78x15
25,00 H78x15
26.00 L78x15
27.00 560x15

All tires plus F.£.7. $1.69 to $2.93

$6988

2-WHEEL
FRONT DISC

@ Install new front aisc pads
# Resurtaca both rators

@ Install new grease seals

@ Repack front wheel bearings
® Road test car

.up to S:Quarts - 10-W-30 Ol

H lnm K vow on diter

"”””””’l”””””’”””’”’

LUBE-OIL & FILTER SPECIAL

{Most Cars)




