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b By SUZIE MARKS

~ The coal shortage that plagued our

“peighboring states all winter bhas

deposited its residue on Michigan's

< building industry.

~ Across the tri-counly area. devel-

~oped subdivisions with almost com-

~pleted houses stand unbricked.

=, “There’s been a tremendous short-

--age of brick since the building boon

clast year.” said a salesman from
Kurtz Brick Co. in Livonia.
Most of Michigan's brick is made
from clay in Ohio. Indiana and lowa
through a high heat firing process. The
fuel stricken states. hindered by pro-
duction cut backs. are responsible for
our dwindling supplies

~The (brick} plants are operating at
capacity now. but they can't keep up
with the demand. ™ Kurtz officials said.

Brick is sold in units of 1.000.
Builders claim prices increased 20 per
cent over last year. Depending on the
quality. bricks range from $140 to $500
per thousand.

Once a builder can secure a sul-
ficient brick supply. he is burdened
with locating a qualified mason to lay
it
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Stpek piles of brick in front of other-
wise completed houses are a fimiliar
sight around southeastern Michigan.

SO WHAT'S happened to all the
masons?

“Since the 197475 recession, many
masons left the business and went to
Ford and other companies and didn't
come back,” said Richard Scwab.
peesident of Great Lakes Homes in
Farmington Hills.

Mason shortages are parlially
responsible for the three-month delays
Great Lakes has experienced in deliv-
ering their finished house to the con-
sumer.

Scwab's company builds houses in
Rochester and sections of Macomb
County. A qualified mason may
demnand 30 per cent more for his labor
this year than he did in 1976, he said.

A mason averages $200 per thousand
bricks he lays, Scwab said.

“The mason shortages are very
serious, we have many houses com-
pletely finished on the inside but no
brick,” said George Torrente. presi-
dent of Galaxy Homes. a home builder

‘Seesaw’

Vickie Emmert of F

Hills (left) r

with cho-

reographer Kathy O’Neil of Northville on a dance for the Dearborn
*. Civic Theater’s Production of the musical “Seesaw.” Performances
are at the Osborn Center Theater, April 14, 15, 21-23, 28-30. For more

. information, call 584-1200, ext. 263.

Forum discusses
‘humanist angle

- Oakland Community College, in
- cooperation with the Michigan Council
for Humanities, is presenting a series
“of forums by well-known national and
_local experts on humanizing education.
All events are free to the public.
T The third presentation of the four-
"part series will feature William Pol-
~;lard, community schools coordinator
- for the Public Schools of the District of
~Columbia. He will speak about human-
Jistic answers to pressing problems in
. education.
- The forum will presented from 10
“am. to 3 p.m., April 22 in A Building
“of the Royal Oak campus of OCC,
..Washington and Lincoln.
. Other featured speakers will include
-Dr. Derek Nummey, interim president
~of OCC, and Dr. Betty Setz, director of
“community relations and research
administration at OCC.
5 For further information, call Dr.
“Virginia Svagr at 548-1252,

The final forum will feature Stuart

in Troy. West Bloomfield. Sterling
Heights and Avon Township.

“The results is the customer can't
move into the home. There's no clos-
ing. so we can’t pay the contraclor.
Last year. we had the same problem.”
Torrente said

The average home in West

Bloomlield. for example. requires
30.000 to 35.000 bricks. and masonary
crews dictate the time spent on each
job.
@ “No two crews are alike. The man
bours depend on the individuals them-
selves. A crew of Lhree brothers. who
split the profits. may lay 3,000 in one
day.

A mason being paid by the hour
may only lay 700 in a day." Torrente
said,

EMPLOYERS UNWILLINGNESS to
hire mason apprentices is another
cause for the masonary shortage. said
Louis Scheich of the Mason Con-
tractors Association.

The, association has 51 apprentices.
but the contractors don't want to
bother training them. he claimed.
‘There are 1,000 journeymen masons in
the tri-county area.

Three weeks of pratical training and
three-years of on-the-job training plus
two weeks of night school in the winter
comprise the apprenticeship program.

If they get jobs, the men are paid
$8.52 per hours including benefits for
the first six months then a five per
cent increase every six months. At the
end of three years. they earn $11.96
per hour.

As journeymen, they start at a base
wage of $11.56 plus fringe benefits

Mother Nature has bitten many
hands this season contributing to the
building slow down. Local building
codes require temperatures to be
above freedng and the sky to be sunny
inorder for the masons to work. due to
the calcium chioride in the mortar

When the temperature dips below
freezing. as it did most of this winter
the mortar mix doesn't harden ade-
quately and eventually crumbles.

The house cost burden runs the
gamut of passes for a panorama of
reasons. Like everything clse. the
buck stops with the consumer.

“Absolutely. the consurmer has 1o
expect to more with all these
problems.” Scwab said.

ason, brick shortage spell double trouble

While there appears to be more

%

than enough houses to go around;

there's shortage of masons and bricks to complete the job. The coal
strike, plus several other contributing factors, have created a short-

age of that precions commodity
Charlie Kidd)

that walls us in. (Staff photo by

Homeowners, animals block freeway

By CARL STODDARD

Few stretches of pavement have
caused as much controversy as 1-6%6, a
freeway that has gone nowhere for 20

years.

“Lord only knows what's happening
o 1-6%," laments Thomas Vukonich,
director of Southfield's traffic division.

Federal highway officials are a little
more optomistic.

“It could be a relatively short time
tbefore final approval),” said David
Merchant. divisional administrator of
the Federal Highway Adminstration in
Lansing.

“Certainly, if everything is in shape.
we could have it wrapped up ina year.
But,” he admits, “‘based on the past
history of this thing, I wouldn’t want to
be too optomistic.”

The freeway was first proposed in
1958 to link east to west in the Detroit

area, It got as far east as Southfield
near Eleven Mile and Lahser. On the
other end. it has been partly com-
pleted up to the county line on
Dequindre. In between are 10 miles of
conflicting reports and angry residents
and a z00 full of animals.

THE FREEWAY has been the sub-
ject of frequent environmental impact
statements. The last federal study was
sent to the secretary of transportation
last spring. That study was returned
for still further investigation after the
feds questioned the effect of the high-
‘way on the animals at the Detroit Zoo.
The feds also suggested a new route
¥or- the**fréeway-* where it * crosses
Greenfield.

In the original plan. the freeway
culs across Greenfield between Ten
Mile and Lincoln. The feds, however,
wondered if the freeway could be

placed at Ten Mile and Greenfield.

Southfield City Adminstrator Peter
Cristiano answered that question last
summer. “We believe severe negative
benefits would result. . . from the
selection of this alternative.” he
wrote.

Cristiano added that rerouting 1-696
also would mean the elimination of

tinue to develop a detailed answer to
questions raised by the departmeent of
transportation. Merchant expects to
have that study completed within 2
year. “I would hope it would be less
than that,” he said.

Even completition of the latest state
study won't put 169 on the road
home. The study, the latest

about 54 homes, purchase of 19 vacant
residential lots, a shopping center and
a supermarkel. Total cost: $3.4 mil-
lion, Cristiano said.

As for the zo0, state highway offi-
cials have already said they’ believe
the highway could be built without
causing unreasonable harm to the ani-
mals. Zoo officials. however, thought
differently and labled the proposal
“lousy planning.”

MEANWHILE, the members of the
Michigan State Highway Dept. con-
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in a long series of impact statements,
will be forwarded to the secretary of
transportation in Washington D.C.

Upon approval, it would be sent to
the regional adminstrator of the high-
way department for approval. After
that, it still must go to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency where pub-
lic reaction would be requested.

If the impact statement passes all
these points without deep cbjections
being raised, 1-6% could finally be a
reality. But don't throw away your old
freeway maps yet.
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Rankin, assistant of
Detroit Public Schools, speaking about
current issue in education.

HE WILL discuss an agenda for the
next 10 years.

The forum will be at 7:30 p.m. May
5, in the Student Activities Building of
OCC's Highland Lakes campus, Union
Lake. Rankin has designed or has been
the primiary contributor to the design
of many city-wide programs. He cre-
ated the concept of the magnet middle
schools which were established under
court order in 1972.

Rankin was instrumental in devel-
opment of a comprehensive approach
to local school curriculum planning in
operation throughout the Detroit
school system. Further information
can be obtained by calling Dr. Charles
Wynn, Hightand Lakes campus, 363-
L.

o full wall mirrors

e bi-fold mirrored
doors

* mirrored lamps
® mirrored screens
¢ framed mirrors
 foil wallpaper

o sliding mirrored
closet doors

¢ mirrored tub

Mirrors
...a touch of glass

NORTHVILLE
345-4938

$5.00 up
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DEADLINE
NEAR!

Keep records. Invest.
Budget your money.
Prevent drug abuse.
Garden organically.

How to slim down.
Save energy. Use solar energy.
Jump start your car. Deal with stress.
Remove a stain. Check for breast cancer.
Select a smoke detector. Get better mileage.
Control pests. Cope with arthritis. Get a patent.
Insulate your home. Control your blood pressure.
Rent a home. Get rid of a headache. Spot a con job.
Make toys out of junk.
Repair a leaky faucet.
Choose a new carpet.
Restore an old house.
Start a small business.
Learn the metric system.
Jo‘i; successfully. Backpack.
ead labels. Avoid sunburn.
Relieve the common cold.
Buy a car. Save money.
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Administer first aid.
Donate your body.
Find a job. Retire.
Tune up your car.
Grow tomatoes.

Let Us Prepare Your

INCOME
TAX

Call us now for
an appoiniment

471-2313
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INCOME TAX

No matter what kinds of
questions you have, there's a
good chance the Consumer
Information Catalog can help
you find the answers.

Inside, it lists more than
two hundred federal publica-
tions you can send for on all
kinds of subjects.

All of which contain a
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FEFRAL NLCAIONS
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wealth of information. Really
helpful information.

The catalog was put together
for you by the Consumer Informa-

tion Center of the U.S. Govern-
ment. It's free. And so are more
than half the publications in it
Now the only question left
is how to get a copy.
Simple. Just write to:

fvg

PITTTIIINPERT I I Y
T

-
ALY S TR SRR T TTI S SRR T T2 TR PITY]

enclosures Consumer Information Center, Department C, Pueblo, Colorado 81009.
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