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Purtan yuks it up
with George Burns

Working with show business funny-
man George Burns was 2 fascinating
‘experience for WXYZ radio personal-
ity Dick Purtan. The paxr got together
to tape some TV spots in which Burns
promotes Purtan (rather than the
local celebrity publicizing the big star,
which is what you might expect).

This was the first time WXYZ had
used television to promote its radio
personalities on such a scale. Most
radio stations have promoted their
music rather than personalities in ads
appearing on TV, said WXYZ Adver-
tising and Promotion Director Stu
Goldberg.”

Purtan, a Bloomfield Township resi-
dent, and Tom Ryan, a Birmingham
resident, wrote the spots which Purtan
and Burns taped. Ryan is heard on
Purtan’s show as the many character
voices, The show airs 610 a.m. Mon-
day-Saturday on WXYZ-AM (1270).

T watched the three 30-second spots,

George Burns takes charge, with Dick Purtan in the background, during TV spot promoting Purtan's
radio show.

plus two outtakes also being used, on a
closed circuit at the radio station in
Southfield. The spots are being broad-
cast on Channels 2, 4, 7 and 50 during
April.

GEORGE BURNS is in the spotlight,
with Purtan gently in the background,
for these hilarious bits. It's hard to say
just why Burns is so funny, but he's an
old pro with the master’s touch.

Purtan said he and Ryan originally
laid out the spots with two that
revolved around God. based on Burns®
character in the movie *Oh, God!"

“But he didn't want to do anything
that played off that movie,” Purtan
said. “He thought it would be sacri-
legious.™

‘The revamped spots were taped at
Televisien City in California.

“George Burms is 83 years old. He
was just as nice in person as he
appears to be.” Purtan said. “"He's an
awfully sharp guy who took what we
wrote and polished it.”

Purtan explained that in one
sequence he was to nod in agreement
with what Burns had said. *'I nodded
slowly, but George told me a slow nod
is condescending. and that I should do
afast nod because that's funny."

AFTER GETTING ADVICE on
other bils in which “‘George was 100
per cent correct,” Purtan told him, *I
reaily thank you. I'm not an actor.

Burns replied. “If you've lived as
long as I have and made as many mis-
takes, you learn to do it the right
way."

The TV spots also encourage listen-
ers to tune in WXYZ's Joe Sasso, who
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Songstress

Laura is appearing through Sat-
urday at the Meating Place in
Orchard Lake, Orchard Lake
Road at Pontiac Trail. She per-
forms 8:30 p.m. to 1a.m. Laura is
asinger and pianist, who does con-
temporary jazz, folk rock and
rock, as well as original material.
As a soloist she provides her own
back up at the electric piano. Dur-
ing the last four years, Laura has
appeared in the contemporary folk
group Sage, as female lead vocal-
ist and percussionist. She also
appeared with the '50s group,
Hoogie Pringle and the Hoppers
(winners of a trip for two to Las
Vegas in a 1977 Detroit-area gong
show).
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