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Former military adviser says Panama pact needed

If the Panama Canal treaties had
been rejected by Congress, a violent
outburst by native Panamanians in the
Canal Zone would have been a virtual
certainty, says a local teacher who has
first hand knowledge of the situation.

Robert Thams, a social studies
teacher at Plymouth Canton High
School who served as U.S. military
coordinator of security for the Canal
Zone in the mid-190s, Thams said
feelings run deep among Panamanians

+ in support of the treaties.

“1 shudder to think what would hap-
pen if the treaties were not passed,”
Thams said in an interview before the
US. Senate passed the second canal
treaty Tuesday. “It could turn into a
very bloody thing over there.

. “I'have a real feeling for the canal's
;viinerability. In my opinion, it would
ftgke very little for things to become
»eq)loswe It’s a touchy, wolatile situa-

.Whi.le he coordinated security serv-
;lesin'.heCanalZme.Thumssaidm
-grew familiar with Panamanian senti-
ment after the 1964 and 1966 riots,
which resulted in the breaking of dip-
_lomatic ties between Panama and the
Us.
i “There was no doubt that the riots
:were directed against U.S.
‘involvement in the Canal Zone. They
aroused a lot of feelings and made
:their martyrs. Things like that tend to
,be cumulative in effect and the feel-
ings on the part of the Panamanians
.could gel a lot worse this time
amlﬂl
i Thams, 50, also worked on military
+land requirements along the canal and
+ helped negotiate two canal treaties in
+1967 that are strikingly similar to the

‘There was no doubt the riots were directed

against U.S. involvement. .

. things like that

tend to be cumulative in effect.

~Robert Thams

ones currently before Congress.

‘The '67 treaties involved the estab-
lishment of a joint company, the Pan-
ama Canal Authority, made up of rep-
resentatives from both countries that
would control the Canal Zone. They
returned nearly 8 per cent of the land
to the Panamanians with the rest
being retained for U.S. military bases.

A third treaty was proposed for U.S.
rights to dig a sea level canal 200
‘miles south of the Panama Canal using
muclesr excavation. It was never nego-
tiatec, because of the Panamanians’
opposition towards the use of nuclear
devices.

“THE DESIGNATION of areas for
canal facilities and military land use is
the same for both sets of treaties,”
‘Thams said. “The basic difference is
the complete turnover that will occur
in the year 2000. The '67 treaties envi-
sioned perpetual -operation by the
canal authority.”

Thams said the '67 treaties were
signed by American and Panamanian
officials but never ratified.

*1 don't think the political climate
on the part of the American people in
1967 was such that Qe treaties would
have been passed. Certain changes in
the last 10 years have brought more
people to accept it.”

' Journalists to compete

Public and parochial schools within
the Schoolcraft College district have
-been invited to enter the college’s
. fourth annual high school journalism
* contest.

Deadline for entries will be 8 p.m.
Monday, May 8. Organized and con-
“ducted by the college’s office of stu-
dent affairs, the contest honors the
< best in high schoo! journalism through
recognition of newspapers and individ-
wal writers.

There are 12 areas o( competition

Delano and Tim Richard of the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers;
Jack Hoffman of the Northville
Record; Joe Falls, Chuck Thurston
and Judy Serrin of the Detroit Free
Press; and Cindy Meagher and Bar-
bara Hoover of the Detroit News.
Plaques and honorable mention cer-
tificates will be awarded in collective
effort areas while cash awards will be

Thams has lived in Plymouth for as
long as he can remember (his parents
moved here when he was 2 years old).
He graduated from Plymouth High in
1944 and worked in the military serv-
ice for 23 years before retiring in 1967.
Panama was his last assignment.

After two years of graduate work at
the University of Mickigan, Thams
began teaching at Plymouth High in
1969,

‘THAMS STRONGLY favors the new
Panama pact. He thinks the presence

of the U.S. in Panama as negotiated in
1903 is simply not compatible with the
present relationship between the two
countries.

“In 1903, we helped create Panama
by supporting their revolution against
Colombia. The negotiated treaty took
full advantage of an infant country
that is now mature.”

‘Thams said he

“When you're in a situation where
you have normal relations, you should
"be able to work out a reasonable solu-
tion. That's what we've done.”

Thams also said he thinks the sign-
ing of the new treaties will have a pos-
itive effect in terms of respect the U.S.
will gain from other countries in Latin
America,

Thams acknowledged that a good
portion of the American public is not
in favor of the Panama pact.

“I don’t think the public is aware of
all the implications. They feel the
treaties should not be passed by using
shallow arguments like ‘we built it so
why should we give it away?"

tion of the Zoneites—the people whn
live and were raised in Panama as
US. citizens—because the Canal Zone
is home to them and will be lost. But
be figures the U.S. stood to lose a lot
more by rejecting the new treaties.

*‘Eventually, the canal will become
obsolete-it already cannot take the
supercarriers and the large aircraft
carriers. The facility has vmually
gone unchanged since it opened in
1913, he said.

Pat & Mike Mulligan of
PAT MULLIGAN LINCOLN MERCURY

“HOME OF THE SCOUT DIVISION”

20200 Grand River
Detroit, Mi.
(313) 532-4000

INVITE YOU TO SEE THE ONLY LOCAL
FATHER & SON TEAM COMPETE IN

“THE MINT 400"

Thursday April 27 - Sunday April 30

Enjoy the Indy 500 of the West and the night life and gambling of
exciting Las Vegas. The 400 mile race roars through downtown Vegas,
over bumpy trails and rough mountain terrain with over 400 entries in
12 different classifications competing for $100,000. in prize money.
Visit Pat Mulligan Lincoln Mercury for information and to look over the
machine specially built for the race.

For air & hotel reservations
Contact: SCOTT TRAVEL, INC.
6501 Highland Rd.
Pontiac, Mi. 48054
666-944!

Detroit area 237-0373
timited Space Available-Plan Early!
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UAVBRELLAS
AND

TAKE 1T EASY”
PATIO SETS
FROM "FINKEL

6 pcs. $394.95 g\‘&i

COMPLETELY CASUAL FURNITURE

One of many selective groups
from Jimmies Rustics

ROCHESTER LIVONIA
EZKEM[NG}:(AM 828 No. Main EQSW Vl Six Mils
1 1t o 8 '652-1080 s W, o Miaapa
ovdey’s] Daity 9:30-530
41919 Prnd g i st et
Dany 9:30-530 A Mon., Thurs.. & Fo. 9
Thurs. & Fn. 't 9

Use your Master Charge o¢ Visa

Excellent selection of outdoor furniture,
umbrellas, umbrella sels, zippered table
covers, umbrella rain covers, folding furni-
ture and replacement cushions.

given to the top three in i

including best Livonia Ste-
venson's Spotlight earned top honors
in this category out of 18 entries last
¢ year. Second place went to North
Farmington's Northern Star, and third
» to Southfield High’s Southfield Jay.
Judging is based on a review of
+ three consecutive issues of each entry
» published during the current academic
-~ year.
:) Panel of judges for this year's con-
.test includes Steve Barmaby, Fred

categories.
An award.s luncheon will be held in
Campus Cen-
ter on May 19

The contest is open to public and
parochial high schools in Clarence-
ville, Farmington, Garden City,
Livonia, Northville, Novi, Plymouth-
Canton, Redford Township, Southfield,
South Lyon, and the Wayne-Westland
district. .

A brochure with- complete contest
details is available from the college’s
student activities office in Livonia.

subject.

" Mayflower agent.

call 459-1990.

ICC# MC-2934

We can help. We'll give you a free copy
of the Mayflower Moving Kit. it's as com-
plete a guidebook as you'l find on the

Did you know -moving is tax-
deductible? Know how to inventory your
household goods? Never mind. The
Moving Kit includes all that and more.
Even change-of-address cards.

Let us help you before moving day.
For your Kit, just call your nearest

In Detroit call 564-5210. In Livonia
call 522-9270. In Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti

a
W"ﬂ%‘;‘;ﬁ 1] |
moving

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Cdolidge, open Mondays;

Amalfis latest scoop— simply the greatest, and bursting with summer brilliance! It has to do with color...and lots of it
A hing ice cream color made to order for the season’s too-close-for-comfort, mad-scatter

pace. Shown here, the vanillas...just to whet your appetite! Left: a few thin, tubular strips of glossy patent
leather on the merest wafer of a platform, with a golden insert, and low walking heels. in white

or bone, *48. The wishbone strap sandal, with wide, wide vamp and low walking heels, in white, bone

or red leather, *40. The three, thick tubular straps of shine on a polyurethane bottom, with

low walking heels. In black-or white patent, and yellow, red or navy calf, $36.

Come meet our:Amalfi representative, Monday, April 24lh; and see the
whole glorious collection informally rodeled fromi 12 till4.

Bl

Designer Shoe Salon.

d Fridays until 9'PM.




