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Artist turns

people watcher

By SUSAN TAUBER KLEIN

Stephen Hansen spends a lot of time
loitering, observing

The result of !he way he spends
much of his time is on display in the
Zpiece one-man sculpture show at
Xochipilli in Rochester.

Only by observing could Hansen, 27,
capture so well the look of a *‘Hood-
lum"” with his back melting into the
wall, toothpick in his mouth, one knee
bent against his leaning past, and his
eyes intently watching everyone who
goes by.

His **Viscious Woman™ illustrates an
old woman of any nationality peering
ot of an open window that might
remind one of New York City, down-
town Detroit or an Italian city.

Hansen, who lives in Kalamazoo,
portrays what he sees in sculpture.
But like his subjects, he works in an
unusal medium—papier mache.

*I work with papier mache because
it solves a lot of problems 1 had with
sculpture. There's no real investment
of time with it it's fast enough to do.

“With bronze, it's virtually impos-
sible to make some of the things I do
with papier mache.” Hansen said.

He attributes his papier mache skills
to what he learned in the third grade.
Only after trying different art
mediums, such as painting, jewelry
making and bronze sculptures did he
tumn to papier mache. |

HANSEN FOCUSES on the absurd
in manv of his pieces. In the work
titled “Artificial Intelligence,” he put
a fish bowl containing an intelligent-
looking fish on top of the head of a
seemingly intelligent, Henry Kissi-
nger-lvoking man. “‘Bored Pigeons™ is
a work of three pigeons trailing each
other. On their backs are fingers from
a person’s hand. clasped together.

‘The largest piece on exhibit is “Mas-
ter of All He Surveys.” Already sold.
as 16 of the 26 pieces were within the
first three days of the show, **Master*
is a Southern-looking gentleman in his
linen suit and beige, rimmed hat, sit-
ting back in a chair, cigar between his
fingers, thinking about possible how
well the stock market did that day.

while an old, cloth-cloaked ' man
polishes his shoes.

The works have an airy feeling to
them. The papier mache is light
weight. Hansen paints the newspaper
covered with crat paper with light
colors of acrylics mixed with a gel.

His works, which are narrative as
well as sculptural art pieces, are hard
1o keep on hand for a show because of
popular demand.

As soon has Hansen completes a
piece there is someone waiting to buy
it. said Mary Wright, proprieter of the
art gallery.

“MOST OF the people’s reactions to
my work I don't get to see. The pieces
that I think might be offensive, people
aren't that offended by, Hansen said.

One example of a piece that might
be offensive to viewers is “‘Paraplegic
Flirt.” It's of a suit garbed, legless
man on a wheeled cart. The cart is
pulled by a ridiculous-looking dog.
which Hansen said he made to pull the
audience’s sympathy away from the
paraplegic man. The man’'s glint in his
eyes detracts from the tragedy of the
whole situation.

In fact, much of what Hansen does
makes one chuckle at otherwise offen-
sive or sensitive issues. He does subtle
touches of humor in simple areas.

He constructed a *Bedside Table™ of
papier mache that looks like a normal
wood table until one sees what's one it.
‘There's a night light, but it's a black
crow with a light bulb in his mouth.
‘The bulb lights, of course. Also on the
table is a fake alarm clock and a
Groucho mask with a mustache
a(tached to a large nose and a pair of

Hansen exhibits regularly at Xoch-
ipilli at 115 E. Fourth, and at galleries
in San Francisco and Chicago.

He recently spent six months in Italy
where he had an exhibit for the United
States Information Agency.

Hansen’s exhibit at Xochipilli witl
continue through Saturday, April 29. .
‘The gallery hours are Tuesday and
Wednesday. noon to 5:30 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, noon to 9 p.m.
and Saturday, 11 am. to 5 p.m. It is
closed Sunday and Monday.
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Looking for
Atlantis

Greek philosopher Plato’s
account of Atlantis told of a
beautiful and intricate capital
city surrounded by concentric
rings of land and water. Cap-
tain Jacques Cousteau exam-
ines whether Plato's story of a
lost civilization which aburptly
vanished thousands of years
ago was based on a true event
in “‘Calypso’s Search for
Atlantis.” The program will be
shown at 8 p.m,, May 1 and 2,
on Channel 56. Cousteau, in the
foreground, stands with an illus-
tration from Roy Stelmman’s

book “Atlantis and the Lost
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26707 W. Warren
Dearborn Heights

274-0060

VIEW private beach nn sprlng fed Walnut Lake from doorwalls and decks. Year 'round

home with

use of brick, stone,

Italian tile floors. Baslcs include four bedrooms, private library, two fireplaces in living
room and family room with brick wet bar, superb island kitchen with barbecue, Central
Air. Bloomfield Hills schools. 646-6000 or 626-9100. $224,900.

HORSES, HORSES! 2.4 acres with 1895
refurbished Farm House. Spiral staircase
leads to romantic second floor balcony.
A unique combination of location, design
and value. 557-6700. $135,000.

GARDEN SPOT with huge terrace in
Beverly Hills. Superb traditional home
with custom decor in lving room with
fireplace, dining room, lovely rec room
with wet bar, etc. 557-6700. $96,500.

SPANISH QUAD-level with counyard
entry, ceramic foyer, total charm. Four
big bedrooms (Master with fireplace),
prize family room with fireplace, wet bar.
Lake Privileges close by. 626-9100.
$104,900.

BEACH AND BOATS on Walnut Lake just
across street from this sharp 3 bedroom,
4 bath Ranch. Scenic canal runs along
side of property. Fireplaced family room,
much more. 626-9100. $78,900.

BIGGER than it looks. 4 bedroom, 1%
bath Tri-Level with 24'x13’ fireplaced
tamily room, all built-in kitchen and
vaulted celling in living room. Private,
fenced yard. Attic fan. 646-6000. $61,500.

LATHRUP VILLAGE. Executive Ranch
has spacious rooms. Formal dining
room, living room with big picture win-
dow, 21’ family room, 48' finished rec
room. Lovely setting. 557-6700. $76,900.

1L

ORCHARD MALL
Orchard Lake Rd. at Maple
West Bloomfield

851-7727 )

ROCHESTER. Spacious, 1976 home with
3268 sq. ft. Enjoy a 28'x15 fireplaced
tamily room, open 2-story foyer, big
Gourmet kitchen, 15° breakfast nook.
Many comfort extras. 651-8850. $146,900.

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL. 4 bedroom, 3 full
bath Quad-level built around a curved
brick stairwell. Prize fireplaced family
room with wet bar, rec room, Central Air
and ...! 626-9100. $132,900.

JUST AS LOVELY inside. Tastefully dec-
orated 4 bedroom, 2% bath home offers
Lake Privileges with sandy beach, Life
Guard. Plus fireplaced family room, fin-
ished rec room, Central Air. 629-9100.
$92,900.

LIVE IN TROY. Newly listed 'émlly Colo-
nial offers family room with fireplace, 3
bedrooms, 2% baths. Sharp, nicely
appointed. Summer fun on patio with gas
grilt. 689-8900. $69,900.

VALUE in Troy. Two fireplaces in living
and rec rooms with bar highlight this 3
bedroom Ranch. Plus remodeled kitchen,
possible fourth bedroom, attlc fan, newer
Lennox furnace. 689-8900. $56,900.

ROCHESTER. All brick 1% story with
possible fourth bedroom, 3 full baths, rec
room, most kitchen bulit-ins. An excel-
lent location for a beautiful home. Just
listed. 651-8850. $59,900.

* BIRMINGHAM
646.6000

CITY COWBOYS will love the exceptional
living space In this long Ranch. Cherry
wood family room with raised hearth fire-
place, room to roam and meander o
acre setting in lovely Southfield. 557-’-""
6700

. SOU'IHFIE[D—
LATHRUP VILLAGE
557-6700

* BLOOMFIELD HILLS

647-5950

* TROY
689-8900

* WEST BLOOMFIELD—

FARMINGTON HILLS
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® ROCHESTER
651.8850
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