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Excellent acting strengthens ‘Lion in Winter’

By BARBARA MICHALS

Billing “The Lion in Winter” as a
“dramatic comedy" seems appropri-
ate, for the James Goldman play
explores i within its
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characters. The current production at
the Will-O-Way Repertory Theatre
offers fine performances that more
than compensate for some staging dif-
ficulties.

The lion is England’s King Henry II,
in 1183 facing the declining years of his
long reign. His eldest son has recently
died, and the central dilemma is which
of his remainingthree power-hungry
sons shall he name heir. .

While each of the sons plots to win
Henry's throne, his queen, Eleanor of
Aquitane, schemes to humble Henry,
ensure the throne for her favorite son
and regain some of her former power
andinfluence.  ~

Further complicating matters, King
Philip of France wanls his sister to
marry Henry's heir, but Henry has
taken the young princess as his mis-
tress.

HENRY CAN BE a cold-blooded,
willful monarch, but underneath he’s a
grieving father, bitterly disappointed
in the character of his sons. Eleanor is
steel-plated, denounced by each of her
family for her Machiavellianintriques,
yet she reveals a deep underlying ten-
derness towards those against whom
she plots. Both Henry and Eleanor are
very human, but they've been condi-
tioned to value land and power ahead
of people.

As ‘Henry, Dike Dwelley does an
impressive job. His resonant voice and
polished stage presence are befitting a
monarch, but these regal traits never
overshadow Henry's sadness and vul-
rerability.

Dee Dwelley is equally impressive
as she portrays the subtleties of Elea-
nor's complex character. The inter-
play of her conflicting emotions is
finely etched in facial expressions and
voice inflections.

Mrs. Dwelley moved into the
demanding role on short notice when
the actress scheduled for the' part
underwent emergency surgery. As a
result the play’s opening was delayed
a week. Saturday night's performance
revealed some rough edges still to be
worked out.

‘The most serious problem is the
sluggish scene changes that slow the
pace of the play i

look recycled and downright seedy.
Under the direction of Celia Merrill
Turmer, *“The Lion in Winter" will run

uneven, Eleanor and Philip look opu-
lent enough, but Henry and his sons

in repertory alternate weekends until  yon characters, will alternate with
June 17. “Guys and Dolls,” the Frank  “Lion” and then continue alone
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The
effect is an undeserved choppiness.

TWO OF HENRY'’S sons also have
contradictory naturés The eldest,
Richard the Lion-Hearted, is full of a
soldier’s bluster, but when ‘the
opportunity arises to kill his father he
cannot go through with it. Pietro
DiGeorgio’s rich speaking voice gives
Richard a commanding presence, but
the actor seems ill at ease as he
strides about in his tunic and tights.

Geoffrey, the middle son, seems a
colorless nonentity to his parents, but
in reality he is the most ruthless sche-
mer of the three. At times Michael
Enlow is appropriately bland as
Geolfrey, while at other times he is
touching as he complains of his par-
ents indifference towards him.

As John, the youngest son, Joseph
Palms is'almost too perfect in his por-
trayal of a spoiled brat. Though Palms
draws laughs for some moments of
broad comedy, John becomes a carica-
ture rather than a clearly-defined
character

Eileen Weiss is sweet and tender as
the French princess, the one person

does care more for people than
for power and influence. Steven
Pyykkonen is convincing as Philip,
young, French king struggling to hold
his own against thewily old lion of
England.
While the simple sets are effective,

Music plays at Undercroft

‘The Undercroft Coffeehouse, located
at the Church of the Advent on Middle-
belt Road in Orchard Lake, attempts
to involve individuals—particularly
young adults—from the surrounding
communities in all aspects of the
endeavor.

The Undereroft features local and
regional musiciars and artists each
Sunday at 7:30 p.m. An admission is
charged.

Now! A country fair with more old-ime countryinit!

Bring Mom and your whole family along to our Country
Fair of Yesteryear, at Greenfield Village, May 11-14.

Tf you've never enjoyed a real old-time Country Fair
here's your chance. We'se putting on a Country Fair with

true old-fashioned flaic. It's packed
with fun and events right out of the
stirring good old days. You'll see a fair
amount of history happening right

«Greentield Village & Henry Ford Museur, Dearborn, Michigan |
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Founders of the Undercroft believe
there is something universal about folk
music that can break down barriers
and cut across social boundaries,

“Folk music runs deep,” a spokes-
person said. “It a common
cord within us; it unites, it tells us we
all live the same lives, we are all
searching for answers about love, God,
death, friendship, crisis and pleas-
we.”
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nationally knotwn artist TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Rex Koury BOX OFFICE OPENS DAILY 10 am-6 pm
In Person!
‘The Royal Oak Theatre $1250
4that Washington, Royal Oak DnulD BRE""ER s10
Tues., May16 *8 p.m. 8
Wed., May17 8 p.m. WITH EDNA LEV
Advance Tickets: $3.50 May 18 May 19 & 20
Atthedoor: $4.50 at8pm 7:30 & 10 pm
Send ths crder with stamped. el ON STAGE
sdested evelope and check ox DIRECT FROM THE SAHARA HOTEL
moneyorderia
0l Lncasr in IAS VEGAS
sePre Woods.
Mid826 JOEY HEATHERTON
ket a15350¢a = with special guest
Name LOUIE NYE
; and The Big Birmingham Theater Orchestra under
Address the direction of JERRY FISCHER
& June 1 2t 8 pm
Cuy. State ___Zp.
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Juna 2 &3 8t 7 pm & 10:30 pm
s 2%

orders recenved after May 9 wll "o
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before your eyes —from over 300 years of Americana
only Greenfield Village and Henry Ford Museum can
The Country Fair of Yesteryear, May 11-14 :l‘u al
ii"g:l: Z,':Iﬁ’;:ag"‘ Fairthatsaloc Stouffer's Northland Inn. 21000
For more information, call the Village
Party Line: (313) 271-1976.

Through
this weekend

THE DIVINE MISS SARAH
HERBIE
SARAH et
VAUG HAN AND THE NEW
FAMILY OF MANN

Thurs. June 8 at 8 pm  , °
Fri. & Sat. June 9 & 10 at 7:00 & 10:30 pm

$15 $12.50 s10
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INFORMATION:

644-3533

Maslercharge & Visa accepted

211 S. Woodward Ave.
Birmingham, Michigan 48011

FOH MATL ORDERS,
Send welf-addressed stamped envelope and make check pav.
able to: Central Park Theatres. Mail to Birmingham Theatre.

Make
Mother’s Day -
special
at Stouffer’s.

Stouffer's Brunch, $4.95 adults —
$2.95 children under 12. Special
holiday brunch featuring Escalloped
Apples, Sausage, Bacon, Scrambled
Eggs, freshly prepared Waffles. An
assortment of juices, and special
pastries and desserts. 8a.m.to 2 pm.
Stouffer’s Dinner Buffet, $6.95
adults ~ $3.95 children under 12.
You'll enjoy this special feast
including items like: Steamship
Round of Beef, Sugar Glazed Ham,
Assorted Soups, Salads, Vegetables
and special Desserts. 2 p.m.to 8 pm.

Northwestern Highway.
Reservations suggested.. 569-4700.

Coach & Four

N

This Mother’s Day;
showMom
your taste 1S
acutabove.
Whatever you select, A
your meal will be a
special occasion at
Victoria Station. £
Delicious Prime Rib, X
thick juicy Steaks, Ry
Giant Sautéed Shrimp,
and an exceptional'salad bar.
Special children’s entrées,
t00. It's a rare value, all served
ina unique railroad

atmosphere. i
Victoria Station.

It’s a cut above?

Major credit cards welcome.

SOUTHFIELD
28565 Northwestern Hwy. Southfield
357-4424
TROY
1475 Big Beaver. Troy
643-7260

MOTHER’S DAY

mom eats
freel

3P.M.to10 P.M.
May 14th
Sunday

at the following locations:
MAPLE AND LAHSER ROADS-BIRMINGHAM

646-7839

THE MAPLE HOUSE

Maple and Coolidge Roads-Troy 643-6209
Mapte and Orchard Lake Roads-Orchard Lake 626-3341
ield and Ten Mite Roads-Southficld 569-2120
Big Beaver and Dequindre Roads-Troy 524-1818
" Rochester and Hamlin Roads-Rochester 852-0212

Mums a Peach!

Bring vour Mum 1o
“"BRUNCH ON THE
ATRIUM.” tncluded with
Mumr’s Gala Brunch are a
Frozen Peach Daiquiri and
allower. The entire family
will enjoy the woadwind
Irio, the French Pastry
table. ice carvings and
mare. A sensational buifet
table will be done by our
new ched Sture Anderson,
from the 1976 US,
Culinary Olympic Team.
Tell your Mum she’s a
peach, Bring her to Jacques
this Sunday.”

GALA SUNDAY BRUNCH
NOW EVERY WEEK
10:30- 3 p.m.

;!gg Kils §3.95

JARDIN

on Telegraph Road
between 12 and 13 Mile
642-1373

Major Credit Cayls Accepted




