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Commissioner Henry Hoot - steeped in conservatism

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

His face is angelic. His style is mod-
erate. His politics are classically con-
Servative,

But to many Republican Commis-
sioners on the Oakland County board,

W. Hoot of Troy is hardly a
messenger from heavén. In fact, the 32
year-old conservative maverick is
often a thorn in the side of most regu-

GOP members.

His independent voting record even
led several Democratic Commission-
ers to say, “If a Republican had to be
elected chairman of the board, we'd
‘rather it were Hoot.”

I guess they say that because I
debate issues and not personalities,”
Hoot said. I try to think through each
individaul issue, I've taken some heat
on issues because of it.”

Because of his conservative stance

. ontraditionally Democratic issues and

his aloofness from the Republican
power bloc, Hoot gets heat from both
sides of the aisle.
_ Hoot said Tie is free of the powerful
influence of County Executive Daniel
T. Murphy. His voting record supports
the claim.

* Murphy and his top administrators
. have been known to do heavy-handed
. politicking for their pet projects in
" Republican caucus meetings. Republi-
+ cans hold a slim 1512 board majonly
and one or two

HENRY W. HOOT In moderation

Democrat. “Everything about the
man—his dress, his style—is moder-
ate.”

And Hoot’s background fits the bill.

When he attended Royal Oak Don-
dero High School, he campaigned for
Barry Goldwater. A graduate of
Detroit Bible College, he once consid-
ered being a minister.

But a love for radio led him to Royal
Oak's WEXL, where he hosted a show
called Melodies.” Hoot

g neduces the effect of the Repubhean

“I listen to what he has to say,”
Hoot said, “but he doesn't ‘influence
my votes. There are probably-four or
five commissioners who'll vote the
way Dan (Murphy) want’s them to.
And that’s usuaily enough to pass the

WITH HIS BABY-FACE features
and blond hair, Hoot, at first glance,

to be more passive than
ﬁfamdﬂy independent. Always in con-
trol of himself, he is more apt to
appm! to logic and pragmatism than

"The one word I'd use to deseribe

was practical even then.

“Being a disc jockey is a very
unstable profession—the number of
Dick Purtans I can count en one
hand.”

So he moved into management, first
with WOMC and is now general man-
ager of WMUZ.

When the anti-Vietnam War move-
ment reached its peak in the early
770's, Hoot supported then-President

. Richard Nikon.

“I remember going up to Flint to
talk to a bunch of high school stu-
dents,” he recalled. “I thought I was
going to be talking to 30 or 40 sleepy
students in a civies class. It turned out
there were 600 to 700 students in an

"H:nry is ‘moderate " said a board
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‘Government should provide only the basic )
service. It should not be all things to all

people.’

- Commissioner Henry Hoot

the county will be providing alarm
clocks to get them up” he said.
“GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT
help provide income for people,” Hoot
maintains. “Sure there are persons.
the "nr:\enlally denclem the handi-

auditorium.

“On top of it, I was following (then-
US. Rep.) Don Riegle on the pro-
gram. Riegle hated Nixon, He had the
Kennedy, appeal. He whipped those
students into an anti-Nixon fever.
Well, Flint's not the stronghold of
Michigan Republicanism anyway.

“Then,” he continued, “this Mr.
Peepers-type principal got up and
introduced me, ‘Now speaking for the
President, Henry Hoot.”

“It was all I could do to get out of
there with a polite round of applause.”

FOR HOOT, the youngest (at 25)
man ever elected (in 1972) to the
county board, moderate gives way to
conservative in politics.

“'Government shuu!d provide Dnly
the basic necessary ’services,” he
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Solid 2 inch thick walls, ceilings, door and bench. All
tongue and groove construction with “Cabin Style”
interlocking corners. Each board hand crafted and
machined, reinforced with steel rods.

Each unit comes complete with the world famous Helo
Sauna Heater which includes all electricals and control.
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says, “It should not be all things to all
people.

“Many proposals before the board
have a lot of good features. But you do
not vote for things just because they
have a lot of good features and qual-
ities.”

Hoot was roundly criticized several
months ago when he led the opposition
to a county program to provide wel-
fare recipients bus tickets for one
week. The tickets were to have been
used to help them get to work.

Under current welfare laws, a recip- -

fent can turn down job offers if he or
she cannot get to work. Proponents of
the program argued that it would help
get people off the welfare rolls.

Hoot, however, was adamant in his
opposition. *‘The next thing you know,

3x5 $1,370.00
axs $1,417.00
6x7 $1,597.00
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\ppes to be done for

them.
“But there are a lot (on welfare)
who are able to work and who should
be working.
The board’s Democrats and
“humnanists,” he said, are

“‘more in

For years successful people have known the secret of
how to relax and beat the tensions of everyday life.

They travel to their favorite spa. A few even buill spas at
their own estates so they could enjoy relaxing

rejuvenation everyday.

NOW SPA BROKER
MAKES IT POSSIBLE

FOR YOU TO Oy
ENJOY A LUXURIOUS .
HOME SPA 282‘7?0‘:";7::' Rd.

Here's proof . .

accessory pack . .. Seats 810 10 people ... Compare. . Mich
152,295 . . . SPA BROKERS PRICE ONLY $1,185 e A an oxi
plus tax. Other spas as low as $895. 662-8489

This & round fiberglass mineral
spa including heater, filter, pump, air blower, and

favor of spending government money
on a lot of untried, unproven programs
that they feel would benefit lower
mcome people.

‘The best thing we can do is to moti~
vate them to go out and work and gain
somne dignity and income.”

Though Hoot pales at the thought of -
wellare spending, he has few qualms
about the county increasing its spend-
ing to promote Oakland's businesses. *

He has stepped to the forefront in
defense of the Oakland County Tourist
and Convention Bureau.
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89-9611
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