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clams.

firmed by several
ing a Nobel Prize winner, and have put
her on the threshhold of clinically test-
ing the agent - called Mercenene - on

A nun

By RICH PERLBERG

An unlikely combination—Sister
Arline Schmeer and a sea full of
clams—is turning into an encouraging
battle against cancer.

Sister Arline, a Dominican sister
with a PH.D from the University of
Colorado Medical Center’s school of
medicine, is director of a project team
which is researching what may be an
anti-cancer agent in the soft bodies of

Her findings at the American Medi-
cal Center in Denver have been con-

and her clams fight cancer

‘The students have contributed pro-
ceeds from iwo plays, “Bye Bye
Birdie” and “You're a Good Man,
Crarlie Brown.™

‘THE CLAM STORY literally begins in
the kitchen.

In 1962, when Sister Arline was a
National Science Foundation Fellow in
Massachusetts, she noticed that can-
cer rarely ocurs in marine

specially clams.

. includ-

Recently in Michigan on a fund rais-
ing and speaking tour, and she stopped
by Ow Lady of Victory School in
Northville and personaily thanked stu-

dents for their donations to her

SR. ARLINE SCHMEER research.

Moral perspectives

Intrigued, she put the soft body part
of a clam and a little water into a
kitchen blender and produced an
extract which as had a remarkable
affect of laboratory mice and ham-
sters.

We found that there was an agent or
drug in the extract which inhibits the

growth of cancer or even shrinks it in
some animals,” she said.

“We don't want to pretend that the
cancer is preventable, but there is a

possibility of a whole new family of -
drugs.”

AND WHAT a family that would be!
Mercenene-named after the marine
biologists’ moniker for clams-is not
only cheap and abundant, but it is pro-
ving to be a non-toxic agent that may
also act as a killer of virus and bac-
teria.

1t also appears to be “selectively
lothal,” said Sister Arline. It attacks
cancer cells without destroying
healthy ones.

Until recently. Sister Arline's
research was funded entirely by pri-
vate money. She now receives some

federal assistance but she does not
want to become dependent upon grants
lest the well run dry.

‘Through fund raisers, donations and
the sale of *'I Dig Clams" t-shirts, Sis-
ter Arline is trying to meet the $75,000-
ayear cost of testing Mercenene on
dogs

IF THOSE tests—which could take
three or four years—are positive, the
US. Food anddministration might
authorize clinical testing on humans.

Her “hard scientific work which is
required to show effectiveness” has
put the clam extract *years and years
ahead of laetrille,” she says.

She said laetrille has suffered
because its backers promoted it as a
cure-all without waiting for the evi-
dence and have since lost trust within
the scientific community.

In this vein, she warned that in no
way should people start eating clams
as a possible cancer cure. There is no
evidence to support that.

Sister Arline, who appears almost
grave and deadly serious until a warm
smile lights up a friendly face, encour-
age school youngsters to pursue scien-
tific interests at an early age.

“We really knew very little about

SN

was about 100 years ago,” she laugh-~
ingly told her young but attetive:
‘audience at the Northville School. .

Her scientific interests can be.
traced to childhood days when anj
uncle would bring home discarded=
medical books from the hospital where-
he worked.

She was disappointed one Christmas
when her parents gave her a toboggan
instead of a microscope.

Today, her prowess with a micro-
scope is recognized. In October, she
will be in Buenos Aires to participate
in the 12th International Cancer
Congress.

Plight of disabled
topic for U-U

Kerry O'Keeley will talk about
learning disabilities when he visits the
Universalist-Unitarian Church of
Farmington 25301 Halsted, as guest
speaker at 10 a.m. Sunday.

In his discussion, “I Walk to a Dif-
ferent Drummer,” he will tell about
his own experiences as a learning-dis-
abled person and then will answer
questions from his listeners. The pub-
lic is invited.

To cut energy use, curb greed

An area restaurant gave me a glass
of water with a meal only upon
request. and with the information that
for every glass of water served, three
more would be needed to wash the
glass used.

Driving home at 55 miles per hour
on Highweay 94 from a church conven-
tion, [ was passed by every vehicle on
the road.

These two dissimilar experiences
illustrate the range of responses to the
same issue. We have less than before
of what we need for living. but not all
are convinced the situation is critical.

Some of the remedial statistics are
interesting. For example: every 50
pounds of luggage in the trunk
increases gas consumption by one per
cent. “Jackrabbit"starts can cost two
miles per gallon. Driving at 55 mph
will improve mileage a whopping 20
per cent over 70 mph. A properly
tuned car will add six miles to each
gallon of gas.

BUT THE STATISTICS on miles per
gallon or amounts of water required to
provide a drink may berquile us. True
as they might be they should not

Abiding
Presence
Lutheran

become the principal focus of our
attention.

‘The heart of the matier is our lack
of responsibility for the proper care of
earth and our disregard for the
needs of others. We may have less to
use with more to care for, but the real
problem is human nature and not the
providence of God.

The energy crisis, famine, water
shortage, proverty. depleting oil and
coal resources et al, are only signs of a
fundarnental humnan condition that has
the capacity to destroy itself.

THERE ARE few ways open to us to
change our basic human condition.

The most drastic will occur when
there is nothing left and the most
immediate is a deliberate and volun-
tary commitment to be a responsible
participant in the human community.
The speeding driver and the glutton-
ous consurner are destroying with mal-
ice aforethought the very nature of

humanity.

Denying the rights of others to have
equal access to the gifts of providence,
the violaters are seriously threatening
the precious few chances we have to
create a mutually enriching society.

We do not have enough police to
enforce the laws effecting this kind of
society, nor should we ever hope to
acquire them. That kind of society
would destroy by its very nature, the
kind of life we would want to have.

1t is hardly a sign of superior skill or
intelligence to avoid being caught in
the violation ow cornmunal standards
to effect a just society.

What is vastly more difficult and
infinitely more significant is the com-
mitment and effort of every citizen to
curb one’s own greed and share
equally with others. If “'success” is
our goal, why don't we seek it in that
arena?

cancer when [ was your age and that

Qn your

wedding

‘aQtourporty.

Slightly overwhelmed by the detalls of planninga wedding? And a household?
Our Welcome Wagon NEARLYWED PARTY ¢ simplifies your decision-making.
It's planned around young brides -to -be with gifts and advice
from a full range of bridal professionals.

And it's a fun way to plan for the big day.

1 Call now for reservations.

FOR INFORMATION
CALL
356-7720
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“Trumpet Sounds & Battls
Orchard Lake Rd. at Lone Pine Rd.

Grounds” Al graduates will
e honored

Open Mon.. Tues.. Wed., Sat. 10.00-5:30 Thurs. &
Fei. 10.00-9.00




