Oldsters form power bloe
to press for town

By MIKE SCANLON

Being old usually means being weak-
physically and politically. But in one
Detroit suburb, older residents appear
to have discovered that collective lob-
bying may be better than Geritol for
what ails them.

. The muscle-flexing in Garden City
began several months ago when the
city council took up a proposal for a
community center. )

Support for the center has been high-
lighted by frequent, mass tumnouts of
older persons at city council meetings,
atactic which has often-met with suc-
cess when used by their younger
neighbors to fight rezonings and school
closings.

“We're going to keep pushing them
hard,” said Patrick Hamill, chairman
of the council advisory commission on
aging.

While it’s nothing new for city coun-
cil to face large, generally angry
groups in opposition to measures
under consideration, the seniors’ bloc
varies in some important ways.

For one thing, they are not opposed
to anything. They are in favor of the
center, Their general attitude in deal-
ing with council publicly might best be

termed as respectful cajolery, not
anger. N

Perhaps most important, however,
have been their numbers and stamina.
Council has been considering the com-
munity center for months.At meetings
during that time, seniors have never
viumbered less than 40, or about half
the capacity of the council meeting
room. When the seniors show up, they
make a crowd. As time passes, the
crowds tend to get larger instead of
smaller. .

Sweet or bitter, the fruit of their
efforts will probably be known June
19, when city council is expected to
consider converging a vacant elemen-
tary school for use as a center.

Whether the seniors will turn out to
be the same kind of “one issue™ bloc
as most recent activist groups is a
question no one knows the answer to.

Hamill said the large crowds have
been the result of meetings between
leaders of the various senior groups in
town where they were *‘urged to talk it
up and get behind it among their
members.”

A step which Hamill said was
recently taken was the contact by mail
with ministers throughout town.

“We have I don’t know how many
thousands of senior citizens out there

More atoms than you’d care to count

‘There are more atoms in the human
band than grains of sand on all the
beaches in the world. In fact, accord-
ing to the Chicago Museum of Science

and Industry, one million living cells
of a human being would occupy no
more than the space of a pin head.

center

who haven't been touched,” said Fred
Foley, 74.

A subsidized housing complex for
senior citizens, The Tower, is located
adjacent to city hail and is home to
many of the seniors who have attended
council meetings.

Foley said a group called the, *Resi-
dents Association” involves a network
of monitors and delegates on each
floor of the building who contact resi-
dents when their presence is wanted at
a meeting.

“We have practically what you'd
call a government here,” said Foley.
“You could call the monitors congress-
men and the delegates our senators.”

Foley said he’s one of two delegates-
at-large and auditor for the group.

“My guess is they did help focus on
that particular need or problem," said
City Manager Dana Miller in refer-
ence to the community eenter.

Miller said council had a *50-50"
chance of approving the center without
pressure from the seniors, but he
doesn’t believe the seniors will con-
tinue to be an active political force.

Councilman Ronald Tyszkiewicz

disagreed.
. “They're going to become more and
mare of a watchdog for the commu-
nity” said Tyszkiewicz, who attributed
the seniors” apparent power to “a few
people who are politically astute and
who understand that if you want some-
thing, you have to turn out for it.

“They've showed they can come en
masse, and 1 think one success may
lead to another,” he said.
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Isn't it time you gave your hame a rich new loak? Wilh custom draperies of beau-
tiful antique satin. Draperies created to the highesl standards in our own work-
rooms, by 1he finest craltsmen in their trade. For just $199.60, we'll cover any
window 72 inches wide by 88 inches long in your choice of 22 magniticent
colors. OTHER SIZES AND FABRICS AT COMPARABLE SAVINGS .

And that price includes a tlowing bastiste sheer, lie backs, all fabrication,

custom rods, and complele i Ali for a truly $199,60!
Twenty-one years in the Delroil area, Alan Lor oflers complele one-stap interor
design lacilities teaturing a fully-stafled design service to assist you in creating
your own uique living envionment al no exira charge’ Stop in soon at eher of
our two conveniently located desiga centers and see for yourse!l our complete
setection of hine drapenes. wall and floor covenngs. ighting. and bedspreads.
Or call lor shop-al-home service
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The Ultimate
Two-Suiter
for Dad...

Dad can use this
handsome two-suit
garment carrier. Made
of garment-soft
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separate zippered
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clothes and
accessories and folds
double for easy

Birmingham ® 846.8088
Woodward,

Open Friday evenings il 3

” . “ .

Thursday, June 15, 178 (0)5A

The 1z0d® alligator appears in some of the nicest places. Like on the sportswear we show
here. There’s the V-neck pullover sweater in lightweight Orlon for warm weather, in hand-
some solid shades at $25. The classic cardigan in easycare acrylic at $24. And the classic
alligator shirt in pure, absorbent cotton or in easycare polyester/cotton, at $18. All with the
little alligator logo that says so much about your taste.

THE BOARDROOM

Somerset Mall Fairlane Center (inside Hughes & Hatcher)

Fine Fumniture Since 1917. Visit Our Pennsylvania House Gullery

A New and Exciting Furniture Collection!

Introducing “Simplicity II” — a single collection that can be used to furnish your
entire home. Here is an almost limitless number of combinations that will alicw you to
arrange a wall, living room, dining room or den to fit your needs.

The wall units have been designed to easily accommodate a stereo system with buiit
in leveling devices and opening for electrical requirements.

This collection includes wall units, chests, dressers, beds. chinas, tables, chairs and
iving room tables. .

Oak solids and pecan veneers are finished in a beautiful brown woodtone finish.

Pictured above and on display are a storage headboard,
pier cabinucts and light bridge.

The whole group is
specially priced for 1
week only.

The starting prices for
various picces are as fol-
lows: .

Wall Units $439, Occa-
sional Tables $169, Dres-
sers $378, Headboards
$139, Buffets $419, Din-
ing Tables $309, and side
Chairs $99. .

Pictured above and on display are just u feso of the many
wall units that are available.
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