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National championships next

Yellen excells in first season of pro

Mik! Yellen is18 years old. He grad-
ted from Southfield Lathrup High
School last February and, like many of
his classmates, he plans o continue
h:s education at a local college this

So what’s 5o different about him?
Mike also happens to be among the
hener pro racquetball players in the

Q.\mntly. he’s intown to participate
in the National Championships, held at
the Lemontree Racquetball Club in
Belleville, Mich. Jure 17-24. The tour-
rament is being sponsored by the
National Racquet Club, one of the two
major racquetball tours. It is the last
major event of the racquetball season.
Seventy-four of the nation’s best play-
ers will participate.

“This will be a real tough tourna-
mmt—all the major players will be
here,” Mike said in a recent interview.
'm 1o egotist. I think my chances of
winning are slim. But I've been play-
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ing pretty well lately. Depending on
thedraw I could finish in the top
eight.”

Mike’s racquetball career began a
few years ago when he started work-
ing at the Southfield Athletic Club. The
sport intrigued him, so he played
whenever he had the chance.

*“ got into amateur competition and
won the state championship at the
beginning of last year,” he recalled.
“The club coach, Leonard Karpeles,
suggasled 1 try the pro tour. So here I

Shll in his first year on the tour,
Mike has done well. On a recent three-
tournament tour out west, he won one
and was eliminated in the semi-finals
of the other two. One of his losses was
to Marty Hogan, the number one
player in the nation.

*I like the tour. The travel, meeting
new people, and daing what I like to
do,” Mike said, reflecting on his first
year as a pro. “Not many people my
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Besides the National Racquet Club,
the other major tour is the Inter-
national Professional Racquetball
Organization. Unlike other major pro-
fessional sports, racquetball does not
have the big money prizes. The pros
are sponsored by sporting goods com-
panies. Although not all contracts with
sponsors are the same, the better play-
ers will have agreements similar to
Mike’s: free equipment, traveling
expenses, and bonus clauses. In red-
turn, the players become, essentially,
walking billboards, with their spon-
sor's name on just abeut everthing
they wear.

“It can be a problem,” Mike relfated.
“In one tournament, the company
sponsoring it insisted we wear their
shirts from the semi-finals on. Need-
less to say, my own sponsor, was not
too pleased.”

But as in any professional sport, it is
ot easy to be successful.

“The first two summers I played, 1
practiced 8 to 10 hours a day,” he said.
“Now I practice about three hours a
day, and will do some other exer-

But whatever it takes, you can be
sure Mike will be on the tour for years
to come.

“The sport is really just starting to
grow,” he said. *“The real centers are
California and three cities—St. Louis,
Chicago, and Detroit. It's hard to say
Just how big it will get.

“But I'm sure Il play for quite a
while yet. In racquetball, you can only
play until your 27 or 28, After that you
begin to slow down. I've got a ways to
goyet.”

Needless to say, if Mike Yellen
keeps playing and improving at the
same rate, we will be hearing a lot
more about him.
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successful at Harvard

graduates of the
Detroit Country Day
School have recently
wrapped up a successful
spring of sports action at
Harvard Junior Mike
Young, a 1975 graduate
of Detroit Country Day,
excelled as a high

freshman golfer Glenn
Alexander, a 1977 gradu-
ate of Detroit Country

Day.
Young, a 6-0, 165-
pou.nder from Detroit,
ed  sec at the

recent Heptagonal
Games at West Point
with an impressive jump
of 68.

Harvard's

matched by

DO-IT-YOURSELF

SHOWERMATE
TUBKIT-

OTHER
PATTERNS

8-5
12770 Farminglon Rd.
at Schooleraft .
421-1170

‘West 13 Mile Road, Farmington, Michiy

137.6 acres.

Dated: June 12, 1978
Publish: Jue 19 and 2. 1978

NOTICE OF MEETING
OF
OAKLAND OOpNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special Meeting of the Oakland County
Parks and Recreation Commission will be held at 7:30 P.M. on the 27th day of June,
1978 in the Club House at the Glen OGaks Golf and Country Qlub, located at 30500
gan.

the meeting is to hold a Public Hearing on the q'ueamn of

The of
whether the Oakland County Parks and Recreati
Glen Oaks Golf and Counlry Qlub and two (2) additiona! parcels of land, all totaling

lon Commission should acquire the

BETTY J. FORTINO, Secmry
Oakland County Parks and Recreation
Commission

REMOVE cigarette and cigar smoke from a
room by placing & basin of water in the

room overnight. Turn “don't needs” intd"
closet space and cash with an Observer &
Eccentric Classified Ad.

Sale price appiies only to
specilically marked gallons
while supply fasts

329900

8'x8'x8’
Build it
yourself in

10 easy steps.
All Materials
inctuding floor

USED OAK WHISKEY

BARRELS
$995

Genuine 1"
thick oak
barels-
Use yaur
imagination-
Use lnr storage-
arrels-
TV stands - Cut in hatf
for planters

LIVONIA

11970 FARMINGTON RD. _261-5110

SERVICE
SPECIAL

home. All for only $5.
H

TELEVISION

Wewlll pick up your television
and have it checked by our TV experts. You will then
be notified by telephone of the cost of repalr: If you
declde not to have il repaired we will return it to your

ONLY s5

bring It to our shop

racquetball

Southfield’s Mike Yellen prepares for upcommg national champion-

ship tournament.

Two Farmington High grads
members of best academic team

QOakland Community College's cross
country team was not only successful
running down the opponents, they
were also very successful in the class-
room.

OCC's team was undefeated enroute
to an Eastern Conference Champion-
ship and finished 12th in the national
rankings. Topping off their honors, the
team has been named the number one

academic squad in thie country.

Two Farmington High gradua(es
posted the best grade point averages
on the team. Arno Sist had a perfect
4.00 while Jim Brown was next with a
3.76.

Rounding out the squad were Ron
Holland 13.71), Steve Sprague
(35),and Chris Campbell (3.5). The
team's average grade point was 3.69.

* DORMERS
* PORCHES ¢ GARAGES
* ALUMINUM SIDING
* ALUMINUM TRIM
* ATTICS « BATHROOMS
* KITCHENS REMODEL[NG

Serving the Area for 23 Years

B EE

Licensed Builders
complalsly Insured

ADDITION

WE SPECIALLZE
WOl

2% 565-9070

HOME
BUILDERS

IN RESIDENTIAL
RK

* 20 year lim

ited warranty

* One day installation
* Won't rot or rust

Imagine! An in-ground pool for
normally pay! Advanced. simpl

have

to install - even if you've never liited a hammer before. Once you

less than hall the price you would
iied construgtion makes it a snap

inlessthan aday.

. Michigan's pool peaple.

your pool can b
{1f you like. we'll dig the hole too for only $200.] Kit includes non-
corrosive polymar walls with built-in coping. tile border liner. filter.
pump. motor and skimmer. And if you
classy 8-fool stairway for an additional charge. Only from Aqua Star

chaose, we'll include a

'Ynur Nclghbar Shops Here:

USED COLOR TV'S

zms JDV RD

Pubusszs-saso .

FREE SEMINAR! PUBLIC WELCOMED.
Come in for 2 Iree demonstration on
how easy it is to install this poal. Call
us for more inlormation.

Convenient Bank Financing Available

28875 Joy Road
(bet. Middiebelt & Inkster)
Westiang 425-8830 |

Open Mon.Sat. 109 Sunday 125,
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