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Thuraday, June 19, 1978

Hotline

Mark Moore of Southfield, newly elected
president of the Oakland County Hotline tele-
phone referral service, sits at the wheel of a
500-horsepower 1923 Ford roadster at at fun-
draising event for Hotline put on by the Mich-

Auto tips

hotrod

igan Street Rod Association.Nearly 500 other
hotrods participated over the weekend in the
street rod association’s annual street rod show
and competition at the Michigan State Fair

Grounds.

The lead-free is coming

Within five years, the price of unleaded gasoline
will be lower than the price of leaded gasoline,
predicted Martin Hawley, professor of chemical
engineering at Michigan State University.

Leaded gasoline is now cheaper than lead-free
fuel. Leaded gasoline may now sell for 60 cents per
gallon at a station while lead-free gasoline sells for
68 cents a gallon,

Leaded gasoline is cheaper, Hawley said,
because there are fewer steps in the distillation
process for making leaded fuels and because the
refineries manufacturing unleaded fuels are more
complex and costly to build than the 30-year-old
rd’\nerles still being used to process leaded gaso-

But more and more cars require lead-free gaso-
line because most cars now being built in the
United States wse catalytic converters to reduce
the amount of federally regulated emissions per-
mitted. Leaded gasoline “poisons™ catalytic con-
verters.

As older cars, designed to operated on leaded
gasoline, wear out, we eventually will see a time
when most of the gasoline sold in the United Stated
is lead-free, Hawley said.

“At a point when there is about twice as much

lead-free gasoline sold as leaded fuel, there should

be a reversal in the relative prices,” he said,
lead-free will become cheaper than leaded.

“And

Lead-free gasoline will become cheaper than
gasoline containing lead because high- volumc

processing will improve
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and will lower per-gallon costs.

This does not. however, mean that unleaded
gasoline will be selling then for the price leaded
gasoline is selling for today. Other factors, such as
the oil-producing nations' price and the relative
scarcity of oil, will determine how much we pay at
the pump for each gallon of gasoline, whether

leaded or lead-free.

*Of course, there could be a shift in our present
evergy-environmental policies that could totally
alter the present picture,” Hawley said.

“Our current regulations were made when envi-
ronmental concerns were high and no one was
worrried about energy availability and con-
servation.” Ermission commls do not improve

ileay

eage.
**We might be able to reduce the total lead emis-
sions from cars simply by demanding smaller
engines and higher [nel economy from cars that

could burn leaded gas.”
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