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Detroit Tiger’s batboy grateful for opportunity

By KEN VOYLES

Long hours, hard work and very
hlye money are the negative sides to
being a batboy at Tiger Stadium.

But the excitement, glamour and
prestige of being involved with the
league’s big name ballplayers make
the job worthwhile. °

Callins, who will be a senior at
Livonia Franklin next fall, should
know what it's like to be a batboy for a
professional baseball team. He has
been one for the last four years.

Collins is the batboy for the visiting
teams at Tiger Stadium.

A number of years ago, the Tigers'
management asked Collins’ father,
Rip, to be the visiting clubhouse man-
ager. He accepted.

About four years ago, the elder Col-
lins was having trouble with a number
of batboys. It seems equipment was
being stolen from the visitors' locker-
room. In 1974, he called in his son and
&k:: him to keep an eye on the other

yS.

“My father wanted me down there
to keep an eye on things and pretty
soon I was doing their job. One thing
led to another and I became the full-
time batboy in June of that year,” Col-
Lins explained.

Collins played hockey at Franklin
last winter and hopes to do so this
year. He also plays on a summer base-
ball team when he gets the chance to
work in the games around his Tiger
schedule.

‘There are many things about the
fulltime job that would make the aver-
‘age person shy away. Collins some-
times spends 13 hours a day at the sta-
dium. He is paid $14 a day no matter
‘how long he is there.
¢ Ithas its rewards, though.

Track picks

“It is a good experience,” Collins
said. “There are a few fringe benefits
to being a batboy, such as being able
to seil the used and broken equipment.
Even that stuff goes for a big price.”

Collins* remembers he was once
offered $400 for Carl Yastrzem._ski's
Boston Red Sox uniform. He didn't
take the offer because that would have
been outright stealing on his part.

Besides the obivous benefit of get-
ting to know the ballplayers, Collins
said he gets the best possible baseball
education at Tiger Stadium. “I have
some great teachers down there at the
stadium, I love baseball and would
like to play in the major leagues some-
day.”

X typical summer day for Collins
begins around 1 p.m. when he arrives
at the stadium for a night game. _Afler
arriving, he changes into his uniform
for the day, be it Boston, Chicago, or
New York, and starts to clean up the
clubhouse before the visitors arrive.

The visiting teams supply the uni-
form, and Coilins gets to keep the hat.

Collins mops the floor, cleans out the
lockers, shines shoes, picks up the uni-
forms and sets them out for each
player. -

Two other boys help Collins do the
dirty work. They're known as club-
house assistants.

Once the team shows up at the sta-
dium, it is Collins’ job to make sure
the equipment and uniforms for each
individual player is satisfactory.

Between the time he cleans up the

“ clubhouse and the start of the game,

Collins has a little free time. He can
get something to eat, take a nap or
walk around the ballpark. .
When the teams take to the field for
batting practice, Collins is right there
with them. Either he’s shagging hits,

playing catch with the pitchers or just
watching the teams at work.

During the game, Collins does vari-
ous things like picking up the equip-
ment around the dugout and preparing
bats for each player. He watches the
game when he can.

‘The hard work starts when the game
is over. Collins picks up the locker-
room, cleans the whole place over
again and does the laundry. He prac-
tically does everything that he did
before the game. Collin’s day typically
ends at about 1:30 a.m.

“It’s not as glamorous as everybody
thinks, being a batboy. I tell my
friends that and they just can’t believe
it,” Collins said.

“I was on cloud nine my first year
as a batboy. In my second and third
summers, things weren’t so great. I
realized that the players on your toes
all of the time,” Collins continued.

Being around such great players all
of the time has taken some of the fun
away from the job for Collins. He no
longer collects autographs although he
does collect equipment the players
give him. He has hats, spikes and even
a glove here and there from the trav-
elling professionals.

Overall, according to Collins, the
visiting team players are very nice to
him although some irk him by calling
Him “clubby" instead of Bob.

“Sometimes 1 sit down and talk with

the players about everything from
school to girls to baseball. Most guys
like to talk before the game but not
after,” Collins said.
Dave Nelson used to be Collins’
favorite - player, Nelson played for
City until he was released two
years ago. Collins has not seen him

since.

“‘We used to talk and joke all of the
time. He called me, “'Tobacco-chewing
Bob” because 1 was the only batboy
he'd ever seen that chewed tobatco,”
Collins explained.

Not all of Collins’ memories of the
job are good ones. Collins cites last
August, when he was hit by a line
drive, as being the most memorable

incident of his batboy career. He was
about twenty yards into the outfield
helping Frank Howard and another
player with hitting practice. Collins
was relaying the ball back into the
infleld.

“All 1 remember is seeing a ball
coming right at my face,” said Collins.

This summer will most likely be Col-
lins last as a batboy. He'll be 18 years
old soon and the Tigers perfer younger
boys for the job.

Collins has been offered a baseball
scholarship at Florida State once he
completes high school. He said that'he
is most likely going to accept the offer.
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In the men’s 35 singles,
Mircea Moraiau of Bir-
mingham beat Bob Mor-
ton of Columbus, Ohio, 6-
0, 57, 76 (52 in the tie
breaker). In the men's 45
division, Leonard Brose
of Southfield was the vic-
tor over Charles Kara-
bell of Oak Park when
Karabell was forced to
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