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Tom Maynard {(left) said being a
good father depends on the qual-
ity, not quantity, of time spent
with children. He shares much of
His time with Kelly (on lap) and
Shannon, and also saves time for
himself. (Staff photos by Doug
Bauman)
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Moms and pops switching roles

By SUSAN B. TAUBER

Fathers aren't what they used to be.
They're no longer the isolated parent
who goes to work during the day and
disciplines the children when they

return.

'nmy re becoming active partici-
pants with their children, according to
clinical psychologist Mary Sue Larsen,
who is the associate director of Oak-
land University Counseling Center.

“There’s a change that's coming
ahout very slowly,” said Ranald Han-
son. “Fathers are much more involved
in raising their children. They are
more nurturant, more affectionate and
are spending more lime with their
children.” Hansen is an assistant pro-
fessor in social psychology at OU.

Bob Arnold, Bob Fiorletta and Tom~
Maynard fit the mold of the new
emerging father. Though they don't
know each other, they share a com-
mon interest—being the best father
they can be to their children.

«] LOVE my children"” said
divorced father Arnold of Rochester.
“My two sons are very important in
my life.

“'Both my life and my former wife’s
life have circled around the children."

Being a father means being a good
parent to the three men. Being a good
parent means doing whatever needs to

* be done, whether it's changing dia-

pers, attending teachers’ conferences
or taking the children on vacations.
1t’s something they said can be done
regardless of when they work or
whether they're still married to their
children’s mather.

“it's not when you're home that
makes you a good father, it’s the qual-

ity of time you spend with the chil-

dren,” said Maynard. He and his wife
Barbara live with their daughlem.
Kelly, 5. and Shamon, 3, in Avon
Township’s Hampton townhouses.
Mrs. Maynard is pregnant with their
third child.

Having a close family life was some-

thing the Maynard's agreed about
before they had children.

“We're involved in community serv-
ices and werking in the evenings on
our own business. Barbara works right
at iy side," said Maynard.

And his working the day shift at
Ford Motor Utica Trim gets him home
by 3 p.m. in time to pick up Kelly from
school.

“My fnlks were divorced. I don't
remember my dad. But I became a
father young enough that 1 realized
what 1 would have wanted my dad to
be like,” Maynard said.

The basice things he’s concerned
with as a father include “the constant
realization that children are nothing
more than small adults. They are
capable of making their own decisions
and have to be allowed to do so as
often as possible.

MAYNARD also stresses to. his
daughters that he and their mother
love them and don't care what they do
as long as they tell the truth.

Being a modern-day father means
listening, Maynard added.

active participant. His job as Midwes-
tem regional manager for Amplicon, a
used computer leasing company, per-
mits him to try to be the type of father
e wants to be.

Fiorletta, the father of two daugh-
ters, works at home. His office is a
spare bedroom in the family’s Avon
Township house. He used to drive into
Soulhﬁeld to work.

‘The neighbors think I'm strange
because I'll cut the grass at 3 p.m. But
I may be working at 9:30 p.m.," Fio-
letta said.

He's also around to greet Chris, 11,
and Laura, 8, when they come home
from school. If his wife Carol needs
help during the day and he's reached
his goals, ke helps her out.

“I get to see what my wife does dur-
ing the day. She gets to see how nerve-
wracking my job is and the discipline
it takes to work at home. The children
have seen me at my best and at my
worst.”

AN ONLY CH]LD, Fiorletta said he
was aware of the roles his parents
had Hls father was the traditional

““Their day on the p is as
important as my day at work.”

Florletta views today’s father as an
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Fiorletta sees himself and his family
as nontraditional, although he is per-
forming as studies indicate ail fathers
may some day.

“Being a father implied the major
duty of providing for my family. The
girls give us a tremendous amount of

leasure.

“As they get older, I see my role as
preparing them. I don’t believe in
leaving education and discipline to
schools alone. I see my role as educa-
tor and trainer."” Fiorletta said.

These roles were what Carol and
Bob agreed to when they were mar-

ried.

“We didn't know they would work so
well,"” Mrs. Fiorletta said.

Bob Arnold found himself in the role
of a divorced parent nine years ago.
But being out of the home didn’t mean
he was out of his role as a father.

When his sons, Mac, 14, and Joe, 12,
lived with their mother in Birming-
ham, Arnold participated in family life
whenever he could and whenever he
was needed.

“The most difficult thing when I leit
was leaving the children and facing
the fear of not being able to see them.
1 found I could see them as much as T
wants
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June 26 thru Aug. 30
Mon. & Wed. am. 9:30-11:00

12 sessions or 24 sessions

Tues. evening classes
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0 to 8:30.
For more information call:
Naomi Judy
851-6683 851-6744
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Olympic Medal Winner Ali Hammoud's Summer Gymhastic
Programs are being offered through the Novi Community
Education Program. We are offering a specialized training
program In all phases of gymnastics, using an individualiz-
ed system approach. Chiidren will be tested for entry fevel
into the program and will be grouped according to ability
leve! and age. Starting age for the program is 3 years old
and up with no physical handicaps. Safety measures will
be used at all times to insure the health and well being ol
your child.

B

Classes are being held at:

Class Fees:
PRE~SCHOOL—S1B 00 (once a waek only)
$25.00

ER—
ADVANCED BEGINNER $30. Oﬁ
INTERMEDIATE — $35.00 N

O&AE

Village Oaks Elementary School
23333 Willowbrook Drive, Novi, Michigan

BEGINNING JUNE 26th — One Hour Lessons _ Twice a Week for Seven (7) consecutive weeks

For Reservatlons call:

Novi Community Education Dspaﬂmant 348-1200

For Further Information Call:
~Ali Hammoud, 358-2318

shirts, jackets . . .
and tennis wear. All 30 to 50% off.

There’s never been a better time to buy
than now. But hurry. Shifman’s sale ends
Saturday. That's the naked truth.

shifmans
LIVONIA MALL

ALSO LINCOLIN CENTER, MACOMB MALL, BRIGHTON MALL
AND CANTON NEW TOWN CENTER, Ford & Sheldon Roads

40and 50% OFF

0T0 50% OFF

THURS,, FRI., SAT.

This is Shifman’s biggest Pre-Inventory
Sale ever! If we took off any more,

we'd be arrested. Come in. Stock up.
Get the best of our Spring, Summer and
Year-Round sulits, sport coats, stacks,
even swim suits, goif




