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By ETHEL SIMMUNS

Launce takes over Somerset Theatre

WJR radio personality Jimmy
Launce has some big ideas. Launce,

‘Theatre, will become sole owner of the
operation July 29.

‘Turgeon, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent; is moving to California. Launce,
who lives in West Bloomfield, plans to
use Somerset Dinner Theatre in Troy
as a springboard to other dinner thea-

ter dctivity.

“Within a year, I hope to build a
suburban dinner theater, probably in
the Birmingham-Bloomfield-Troy
area,” Launce said in a recent inter-
view.

Somerset is the longest-running, con-
tinuous dinner theater in the Detroit

area, Launce said. It has been oper-
ating successfully for 2% years, offer-
ing many comedies. Local celebrities,

including Launce himself, have star-
red in the shows.

THE NEIL Simon comedy “The
Sunshine Boys™ runs through July 29.
Then Jimmy Launce Production Inc.
plans to bring in Simon’s “Barefoot in
the Park.”

Fortytwo performers tried out for
the comedy’s six major roles.

* ‘Barefoot in the Park' has got
more substance than many of the
other Neit Simon comedies. It's in the
same calegory as ‘Sunshine Boys’,”
Launce said.

““There are a lot of good roles in the
thing, oddly enough including The
Telephone Man who has only a small

No big name star will be featured in
“‘Barefoot in the Park," said Launce.
Members of the cast are “all just good
actors.”

Launce said he thinks people tire of
f.he big-name star constantly heading

the cast.

“T don't want to put people of
varying degrees of talent on stage.”

AFTER “BAREFOOT" Launce will
star in “Owl and the Pussycat” at
Somerset Dinner Theatre, around
November. Open auditions will be held
for the co-starring role.

Launce has appeared on stage for 23
years as an aclor. He and Pierre
(Pete) Turgeon met when Launce
starred in “‘Private Lives,” which ran
20 weeks at Somerset.

Turgeon, who formerly had been in
partnership with Ed Guest 111, formed
an association with Launce. For a
time, Turgeon and Launce also pre-
sented shows at Crackers Dinner
‘Theatre at the Squire’s Table in
Walled Lake.

“I plan to stay with the comedies or
musicals,” Launce said. “When the
opportunity presents itself to offer a
musical at’ Somerset, we will. But not
acut-down version.
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Carry-outs on Chmese food

INESE: LUNCHEON 11 A.M-3P.M.

.YAPANESE‘ LHNCHEON 11 Al
b T. TIL 10:30

k 16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 H"-E, LIVONIA
Reservations Accepted 4273171

Closed Mondays

M.2 PM DlNNER 5.9:30 P.M.,

HOTEL

oversee all arrangements and details.

Kingsley Inn

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Rino, will personally

644-1400

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

564-5144

Appeariug...
June 26-July 1

SANDLER
& YOUNG

| Musical Director Joe Wazz

APPEARING NEXT...
eJack Carter & eFourTops  eMarty Allen
Julie Budd July17-22 July 24-29
July 6:15
Music by fohnny Trudell's Orchestra

lESERVATIONS SUGGESTED 593-1234

TWO PERFORMAMCES NIGHTLY "mfmm Thurs: 8 and 10:30 P.M.

Hyatt Regency Dearborn

ad Sat: 9 and 11:30 P.M.
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I perscnally abhor lhat 1 think it's
cheating the customers."

ANOTHER Neil Simon comedy,
“The Odd Couple,” in its 13th week for
Dinner Playhouse at the Bum Steer in
Royal Oak, has been extended through
July 9.

The Nancy Gurwin Production has
two new costars, however, because
Carl Williams and Kent Martin, who
played Oscar Madison and Felix
Unger, had previous committments

and could not continue past their 12--

week contracts.

Guest of Birmingham is playing
Oscar, the sloppy half of the odd
couple, while Phill Milan of Westland,
who played Vinnie in the show and
understudied Felix, is now the fussy
Felix.

Ed Guest, who is resident director
for Dinner Playhouse, directed *“The
Odd Couple.” He also will direct the
musical “Once Upon a Mattress,”
which will star Nancy Gurwin, the pro-

Ms. Gurwin and Phil Marcus Esser

Rock group

American Express pulls into

Fanny's at the Troy Hilton Inn, July 3
for an engagement through July 16.

Case leads the contemporary

rock allmale group, with Joe Neil

had a long run in her production of the -
musical “'I Do! I Do!" at the Botsford
Inn in Farmington Hills and Vittorio's .
in Livonia. She is a Southfield resi-
dent. :
“Once Upon a Mattress” has a ten-
tative opening date of July 14. :

IN OTHER dinner theater news. yel
another Neil Simon comedy “Pl
Suite,” returns to the Sussex chse int =+
Southfield after a hiatus. Along with ™,
prime rib dinner, the show runs July 7-
Aug. 5. Joe Baunoch, Mary Geiger,
Julie Klock and Bruce Campbell star *
in the Janus Productions play. Ms.’
Geiger, Dick Charlton and Fran Loud,
who own the company, are all mem-
bers of St. Dunstan's Guild and Bir-
mingham Village Players.

THE ONLY dinner theater currently
in town that does not.serve up Neil
Simon is the Theatre of the Arts pro-
duction of a two-man revue, “The
Machus Red Fox Revue” at the
Machus Red Fox in Bloomfield
Township.

¢ 9
plays Fanny’s
doing the vocals.

Performances nightly are 8:30 p.m.
to 1:30 am. American Express -will
play at Fanny's party-time pub for -
disco dancing and listening pleasure.
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- 549-2420

Mancy Gurwin Production
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OFTEN A SHORT leg on a chmr or table

brought level by gluing a garden

hose washer to the shorter leg. Short on
change? Try selling idle items with an
Observer & Eccentric Classified Ad.

For The Culinary

Connoisseur!

We invite you to exponenoe dining at ils
finest. Qur menu is designed 1o salisty
your unique taste with lhe fn%\ of foods.
For exquisite dining in a gracious atmos-
phere, be our guest.

» Complimentary Hors D'Qeuvres With Dinner. »
» Soup & Salad Bar Included With Every Entree

* Chef's Specials Nightly )
FOR RESERVATIONS, AND EASY TO FOLLOW
pirecTions CALL 353-8144

Located in the American Center Building, Southfield

Tues. thru Sai.

Dinner Hre.:
s from 5:30 pam.

Lunch: 1Mon. thru Sat.

11:30 to 3 pum,

BROADWAY COMES T0 BIRMINGHAM

/

come full circle. When the doors first opened in 1927,

theatre pations enjoyed voudeille productions. The 30's
ushered in the era of film, and with it the Bimingham’s conver-
sion fo screen enterainment.

q fier half o century, the venerable Birmingham Theake has

enterainment staring this summer at the new Biminghom

Theate. Join us for the'most falked obout New York shows.
dramas and musical comedies of the season. Become o
Charfer Subscriber now and avoid long ficke! lines. Enjoy the
same seat for all subscription peformances. Receive speciat
advance notice of all non sub-subscription shows plus prefened
seating. And avoid “SOLD OUT” signs. Charfer Subscribers get
all patron privileges. including opportunities of first purchase
fights for our upcoming Dance series, Las Vegas Nights, elc.,
elc. efc.

.
%@ por of the exciting premiere season of live Broadway

on't miss this season of Ive
the vibrant new Biminghom Theatre. Subscribe now.
Broadway is now as ckose os the Bimingham Theatre.

at

As now as New York,
as near as Woodward & Maple!

4978 Subscription Serles:

BY STROUSE ... Opens July 10
A thoroughly entertaining musicol revue spoflighting the memor-
able funes of award-winning Broadway composer Charles
Strouse. A smash hit, cumently running in New York and Boston.
it's @ fun musical potpount from the gifted mind who gave us
“Bye Bye Birdie? “All American.’ "Golden Boy. "If's a Bird-Ifs a
Plane—It's Supemoan!’ “Appiause;’ the curent hit "Anniel’ and,
the upcoming “A Broadway Musical

THE JOHN HOUSEMAN ACTING COMPANY ... Opens Oct. 25
‘The John Houseman Aciing Company in Reperiory comes (o us
from Lincoin Cenler. Unoe'lhsnmsbc direction of Academy
Award Winet John Houseman, compcnynaspeﬂo«ned in’
mora than 450 cifies. The Oble Award wil Company

pedom Anfigone by Jean Anouih. nmm&mlalbysmke-
spears and the Other Half by Enor Jonas. A musi see. The New
York Times calls it "the most fabulous repertory company in New
Yoc'

Series Subscription Offer!

Subscription Series Bonus!

Become o Charter Subscriber 10 the new Bimminghom Thegtre.
Here's on added incentive: Series subscription orders received
by the August 1. 1978 deadline &re eligible for a speciel bonus.
Each subscription oder entities you to one free ticket to The
Emmett Kelty Circus. -

Performance dates fo be announced kafer in the season.

B | - A 8:mingnom Theotre series subscripton offers you great savings
ond converience. Suosciphon ader ore e I o b filed,

prime sealing for
Broactwoy performances. As G series subscrber yw cre entited
10 ferew your same secls every year. And as  special bonus,
Cnartet Subscribers now become cur guests 1o see The Emmett

Kell Citcus. This is an evening of spectaculor entertainment for
he entie family. A Euiopean shve Citcus comes o fife on sloge
arists and hat wil delight
Fadviied L'if‘gt"‘cshét Opens Sem 12 ol Seating & Subseription Prices: chidren of ol oges. If's America’s number one fomly show.
n fissa stor in fis shuaning musical
e?mgc;m% Direc! from Las Vegas. Bary Rsmmg\'s exciting A B C To order you sefies subschption simply select the night or
roGuoton fealures 18 gorgeous (count ‘arm) shawgids.Ifs ol maiee of your choice. Complete e tes of ihe order fom
B o e o Lo Vegas, Dersing! Fridoy and Sohuday balow. anct mai with your check of money order 10,
orero ) . Eveniogs Som. %000 S7500 56000 Subsciption Office
MISS MARGARIDA'S WAY ... Opens Oct. 9 Mondcy, r,,esdw Wednesdoy. The Biminghom Theate
Nomintod or oy Aword o bos acters ofthoyearforher | sy e som 7600 6000 sao0 195 Woodward Avenue
briant Biminghom, Michigan 48011
never quie forget. This gl dience-involvi amuhos
never rqu eforue is gripping. P Al Mainee 1pm 5000 5400 4800 Order Form
B oo s oo oy A S oo 0 o sotucay Noof  Amount
by an Acadeny Award winning ctress. Froient Jom 7800 6000 5400 PERFORMANCE Seols _perSeat Tolal
THE PASSION OF DRACULA . pers Now 6 Subscriplion fickets are not refundable. f1.800pm s s
Sl New Yor's unanimous hif of the season, Jean : .
stars in a slylish comical updiate of the fimelass gomk: mnlle( w may not shows Sa1 800 pm.
Bram Stoket. Suparb suspanse. breath-taking special effe For more information, callthe Bimingham Theae Subscription Mon. 800pm
GPoutaty grea . A mosning pedomance ha el ais Office at (313) 644.3558. Hours from 10 am. Mondiay-Sahuday. Tuss 800 pm
nd thoroughly defig!
Wed 800pm
P.S. YOUR CAT IS DEAD ..
Thé incomparch enoddmcumnmxsmewsmmms Thur 800 pm.
thiled and decades. Wed 100 pm. (Mat)
Another sash hil from James Kidwood, outhor of the highly
accloimed “A Chotus Line” Kitkwood!'s Pulizet Pize winning 501,200 pm. (Mot
company ignites the siage. Raunchiy Funnyl o 3
Podommances are subject 1o change:
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