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Flip Side

. by crmg piechura

More serious than the paunch many of us carry
around is the physical condition into which we
have allowed our cities and township to fall.

We can't keep leaving old neighboroaods behind
like they were a used Impala with a blown trans-
mission. The last chance diet for runaway devel-
opment may be some type of strict growth control
program that preserves open land and keeps small
towns intact.

We've seen whites trek farther westward and
northward every year. New subdivisions to the

ning smack up against Kensington Metro Park in

west are bumping into Ypsilanti and they're run-,

Last-chance diet for developers

This is happening because home buyers have
been convinced that they are not living in a house;
they are residing, “for the time being,” in an
i And residenti are only
making money when they're building new houses,

WILLIAM SERRIN, former Detroit Free Press
labor writer, is presently at work on a book about
American housing development. Judging from his
remarks in a recent New York Times, developers
will not fare well in his final assessment of the

the north.

level ranches.

Once a’griculluml lands are now sprouting split-

housing industry. _
Serrin makes the pmnt “that whxle legislators,
and b cluck-

cluck about the nation's “urban problem,” they

ignore the larger issue,

"“We have a settlement problem,” Serrin writes.
“We do not need an urban policy. It is wrong to
say the'nation has an Urban problem.

“Development works like this: We build cities.
We then construct in undeveloped areas—suburbs,
small towns, woodlands, farm areas—without
restraint. These areas become new cities with
everything the old dties offered: jobs, stores,
symphoni_es. colleges, cemeteries.

“'Periodicaily, between wars, following riots,
when unemployment rises, pressures build to aid
cities. Laws are passed. Public housing. Urban
renewal. Model cities. Community development.
An unemeloyr:nt act. All miss the, point. The
problem is not the dties. The problem is what we

the suburbs.™

That’s us gang. You can run but you can't hide.

1 we are truly sincere when we say we want to
save the cities, Mr. Serrin believes we must enact
a national development policy that preserves open
land and forces development back into cities
where there are existing sewers, streets and serv-
ices.

That doesn’t mean that the federal government
should cart everyone back behind the confines of
Eight Mile or Telegraph. It. means that people liv-
ing in small towns and on family farms will not be
forced to sell their land to a developer when the
next subdivision and Taco Bell qonjes through.
Because it won't be going through unless the proj-
ect demonstrates civic responsibility.

Canton Township is currently spending tens of
thousands of dollars just to study the concept of

buying up farmers' development rights in an effort
to save farmland.

In Commerce Township, near.Walled Lake in
Qakland County, a group of citizens who defeated
the M-275 hlghway project is p\sh\ng for a growth
limitation ordinance.

1don’t know if either plan goes far enpugh. But
it's a start.

The best f their potential
is the howl either proposal evokes from devel-
opers. They scream that either approach infringes
on a person's right to do whatever he chooses with
his property.

Serrin answers the developers with blunt lan-
guage:
“Developers blackmail us.

As open areas are developed, the developers
play township against township, county against
county, state against state to gain tax concessions
for housing developments, shopping centers, facto-
ries. Asked to- retum to cities, they blackmail us
again, saying they need government incentives—in
criminal cases this is called a bribe—to develop in
cities.

“Government plays the role of conspirator.

. Incentives are authorized. The people who
destroyed us are supposed to save us.”

Think about tht the next time the word *“‘prog-
ress’’ is used interchangably with new
development.

Skittish horse bolts,
does flip and floats

You can lead a horse to water, but
you can't make him drink: . .or swim
init.

Dan's Count, a 2,000-pound, 7-year-
old thoroughbred, got an unexpected
dip in his owner's pool, and it took. a
Westland fire department rescu’e umt
two hours to get him out.

It all began when Dan’s Count was
in the fenced backyard of his owner’s
home. The horse, who normally stays
in a boarding stable, was visiting his
owner, Lacy Lopez, 15.

The horse was nibbling on a few
blades of grass when one of his reins
dropped to the ground. He stepped on
the rein, made a complete flip and
plunged into the famdys nearby, in-
ground swimming pool.

He bobbed around in the water,
frightened, and tried to get out. He
couldn’t makeit.

“It was a catastrophe,” said Ione
Lopez, Lacy’s mother. “I ran into the
housz and called the fire department.”

Firefighters and neighbors scouted
two hours for a ramp to place on the
diving board for the horse to use as an
escape route. A tow truck waited
nearby, in case the horse had to be
hoisted from the peol.

Lacy, meanwhile, stayed in the pool
the entire time, walking Dan’s Count
to keep him from becoming stiff.

Finally, firefighters located an
aluminum ramp, placed it on the div-
ing board and coaxed the horse out of

the pool.

Firefighter Gilbert Eldridge said it
was a most unusual rescue run, sur-
passed only by one in which he “res-
cued a fat woman stuck in a bathtub.”

Lucy later walked her scraped but
otherwise unhurt horse back to the
boarding stable on Wildwood, where
he now is reported to be “stiff but in
good condition.”

Mrs. Lopez expressed her thanks to
the many neighbors who also helped in
the rescue effort.
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PRESCRIPTION =
SUNGLASSES

FOR AS LITTLEAS

First, retrieve your old glasses

colors for tinting and all it cosls is

box o wherever you stashed (hem when you go! your 1ast pair.
le on the discards, and make sure your sighf wilh them is still

Tnen bring them 1o Petry. Choase from a spectrum of fashion \

You can even have gradient tinting at a slightly higher cost.

from your desk drawer, shoe

$5.00 on glass or plastic lens.

Russell

welcomes you
to join him at the

Cheveux Salen

Specializing in Parisian Coulor,

Couiffs & Crimps
29260 Franklin Rd.
Southfield
Located in Claymoor Apartmenta

353-4470 (71)

discontinued items.

Sofas *

porary PLUS. ..

At our 1-Day Warehouse Sale,
you'll find a large selection of
one-of-a-kinds, floor samples, can-
cellations, slightly damaged, and

Loveseats * Modular
groups * 2-pc. Sectionals * Chairs*
Tables * Traditional and contem-
items for every
room in your house!

$80S. Telagraph at Orchard Lake Rd. in Pontios
Other otfitesin Rayal Oak

CALL 642-7150 338-9255 L12-3850

“You don’t have to lose ynm

cool just because you
have baseboard heat.”

Don't suffer through another hot,
muggy summer without central air
canditioning just because youf home came
equipped with baseboard nealing. Kast
can custom-engineer a highly efficient
Lennox Landmark central air
conditiohing system 1o fit your home's
own particular needs. Low operating
and upkeep costs, a reasonable price
and the added value to your home make
it a great comfort investment.

Summer comfort from Host
LENNOX. Central Air COndmonmg

NAST

HEATING *

end
COOLING

ONE-DAY WAREHOUSE SALE!
EVERYTHING 1/2 OFF

Saturday, June 24 ('IOom—Spm) -

Drexel/Heritage Sofas

* Discontinued fabrics
and frame styles.
Drexel/Heritage sofas are
noted for their fine tailoring
and quality construction.
Drexel Sofas
SALE $369 reg. S749
Heritage Sofas
SALE 8499 reg. 81,025

\
SINGLE VISION

1f You Want All New
Prescripi tion Glasses
Check Our Everyday
Low Prices

Flint
Downtown Fint $°Sagnaw S

_ Vrounreat 11w «Beecher R aCakins

And Suntinting Is Still Only $5.00 More

PERRY

Optical Centers
perry ESE PERRY DRUG STORES
G e onen “g,:ge.m a0 antse

BLFOCAL LENS

—

'aneslel RO al Hamtin
Hunlington Wood:

So come on in! We've set aside
a section of our huge Ferndale
Warehouse to use as our own
Clearance Center. It's in a secure,
easy-to-reach location with free
lighted parking for 300 cars.
Convenient indoor loading facili-
ties speed up your take-with

and ease the

created by inc! »7wea(her.

Traditional Velvet Chairs and
Swivel Rockers
_Inyour choice of colors
Chairs
SALE 8139 reg. $289
Swivel Rockers

SALE $159 reg. $319 |

Recliners
In a variety of styles
and fabrics.
SALE $159
reg. $369.95 to $393.95

All items sold as shown. No
layaways. All sales final. All items
subject to prior sale. 1/3 deposit
required. All purchases must be
delivered or picked up by July 8.
Take-with to save delivery charges.

Contemporary &
Traditional Occasional

Tables by Rowe, Thomasville,

and Hekman,
Chrome and glass and wood
finishes in a variety of sizes.
SALE $99 — $199
reg-~$215 — $399

Sealy and
Stearns & Foster Bedding/
50% off and more
All sizes.
Some mismatched sets.

Platform Beds
Queen and King Sizes
All 50% off and more
Some with matching
nightstands.
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.p.,‘,;; atWallon 81vd, 225 g’rf::eer *Greenlield al W. 9-Mile
senioRcimizens | FREEFRAME WE PARTICIPATE
60 or *’| - ADJUSTMENTS IN ALL AUTO WORKER
SAVE 10% MORE |  Nomatterwhere you OPTICAL CO-PAY PLANS
rchased your glasses. -
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