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Team racing event. (Staff photos by Allan Schlossberg)

Bicycle track races

A day at the races — the Velodrome

By C.J. RISAK

Roger Young, Fred
Markham, Les Bar-
czewski, Mike Moale,
Rick Denman—their
names were as unfamil-
iar to me as was their

splnnl')ecame acquainted

with both just a few days
before, and now I was at
the

degrees, making for a
faster but more dan-
gerous track. As in car
racing, that element of
danger made it more
exciting to watch,

The first event was the
Flying Lap. The cyclists
competed in teams of
two. In this evert, one
member from each team
was to

to watch the athletes dis-
play their prowess in
their sport—bicycle

racing.

I entered the Velo-
drome, or indoor bicyele
track. It was a 300foot
oval-shaped wooden
track set up in the South-
field Civic Center Ice
Arena. The heat was
stifling in the arena, and
yet the stands were
already crowded with

would the sport be like?
How good were these
.athletes? Would the fans
find this interesting?

I scrambled down the
sloped track into the
infield. The zcem there
seemed familiar enough
The cyclists wandered
about, outwardly calm;
yet, I could sense a ten-
sion in the air, the same
that is present at any

THE TRACK straight-
aways were sloped at 45
degree angles. The turns
were banked more
steeply, somewhere
between 70 and 80

The riders raced, one
at a time, five laps
around the oval. Only the
last lap was timed.
Markham won with a
time of 7.86, less than a
tenth of a second off the
track record. Eric Moe
was second and Young,
third.

The next event was the
Individual Pursuit. A
member from a team
would line up on one side
of the track, while a
member of another
would line up opposite
him, They started

My standing in the
infield proved to be a
problem in this event.
Since the riders were
almost always on oppo-
site sides of the track, it
was impossible for me to
tell who was wiming. I
reeded a neck like Linda
Blair had in ““The Exorc-
ist,” to see the whole
race.

Dan Van Haute,
Young’s teammate, fin-
ished first, with Les Bar-
czewski, second, Brent

third, and Mike
Malekoff Markham’s
partner, fourth.

Team Pursuit Finals

were next. It was the
same format as the Indi-
vidual Pursuit, except it
‘was done in teams, Madi-

event opposite a member
of another team. They
raced the first four laps
of the eightlap event,
then tagged off to their
partner, who finished the
race.

Markham and Male-
koff proved to be fastest,
followed by Young and
Van Haute, with Bar.
czewski and Scott Miller
in third.

So far, I figured
bicycle racing was all
right but nothing spec-
tacular. It was certainly
fast, with the racers at
times surpassing 40
mph I was anxiously
awaiting the main evert:
the Madison bike race
with six teams on the
track at once.

But first came the
Match Sprints. In the

liminaries, one mem-
ber from each team
would participate in
heats, with the fastest
four qualifying for the
finals. After this event,
my attention was riveted

to the races for the rest  through

of the night,

It may be a sad cam-
mentary on society now-
adays, but, just as people
£0 to auto races to see
the drivers crack up, or
to hockey games to see
_the players fight, it was
“an accident that caught
my attention.

Eight cyclists were on
the track, jockeying for

position, saving them-
selves for the final few
laps and an all-out
sprint. With two laps to
20, Barczewski was in
the lead, Young and Rick
Denman right behind. As
they came out of one of
the high-banked turns,
Barczewski's rear tire
blew. He crashed hard
onto the track, sliding
down the bank into the
infield.

I don’t know how the
other racers, bunched up
behind Barczewski, man-
aged to get around him
without crashing, But
none of them hesitated;
Denman swept into the
lead, but Young caught
him at the finish and just

passed him.
Young beat Markham
in the finals, and in the
events, the
Ym -Van Haute team

Les Barczewski left
with his arm in a sling,
and burns from the
wooden track covered
the side of his leg.

I wondered what the
other racers were think-
ing when Barczewski
went down. What goes
their minds?

“I went up the track,
to get out of the way,”
Young said. “I can't
hesitate. I feel bad about
it afterwards, but there’s
nothing I can do about it.
I just put it out of my
mind and keep gaing.”

“Going up the track”
is one of lhe first rules of
bicycle racing. When a
rider falls, he will slide

l'uck Denman of Hmington Woods glances over his shoulder to locate h|s panner as he readies h!msel! for the tag in the Madison

down the bank. The only

way to avoid the fallen

rider is to go to the top of
track.

Denman’s reactions
were the same. “T just
went up the track and
ot of the way,” he said
before pedalling off tohis
next event. Both Yomg
and Denman felt badly
about Barczewskl s
crash, both knowing the
same thing could happen
to them. But there was
M\mg they could, so

Wwas no semse in
wurrymg about it.

‘That is as true a defini-
tion of sports as you'll
get. Skill, hard work,
strategy, and that cer-
tain amount of risk that
is present in almost any
sport. Barczewski's
crash wasn't the exciting
thing; it was the possi-
bility that it could hap-
pen at any time to any of
the- riders. But the
cyclists raced on, putting
incredible strains on

bodies and taking
the risk, just so to excel
at what they do.

The final event
started:

- Team Race. Six teams,
12 riders in all, were on
the track. The race was
to last 30 minutes, with
three 10-lap sprints,
called preems, part of
the race. The winner
here gets points toward
his total and money con-
tributed by the audience.

up. But Markham and
Malekoff seemed deter-

Wisconsin cyclist wins chase

Barczewski, a Wiscon-
sin resident, won his first
race ever in the Seniors I
and II Division, which is
the Grand Prix of out-
door bicycle racing.

He almost quit mid-

way through the race
when former Birming-
ham resident Roger
Young crashed after his
bike received a fat tire.

After being caught up
in the mess of the crash,
Barczewski was leR in
the back of the pack. He
kept pumping and even-
tually won the race,

Just two days before
the Blrmmgham Bxke

nshed to the hmpilal
after falling during a
race at the Southfield
Velodrome. His bike also
had a fat tire. Fortu-

knee, allowing him to
compete in Birming-

ham's Bike Chase.

GERRY FORNES of
Columbus, Ohio tumed in
a spectacular effort
while winning the Junior
Division.

He broke away from
the pack early in the
race. Michigan's top Jun-
ior Division rider, James

Gesquire, was with.

Fornes, in the early

going, bit could not keep

up with the Ohmans
ic pace.

Fornes lapped every-
one else in the race, then
Started to lap everyone
agam.

Veteran bike race
observers say Fornes
didn't even look tired
after his super effort.
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mined to win the last
preem. The last tagoff
took place. Malekoff
leading Young by five
bike lengths with two
laps to go. Young quickly
closed the gap and
2oomed by Malekoff just
100 feet from the finish
line. After racing all
night, Young had enough
left for that {lat-out
sprint at the finish.

As 1 left the Velo-
drome, the crowd still
was buzzing over that
incredible finish which
ended an exciting night.
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""
Veloctrome owner Dale Hnghes acts as the starter for Les Bar-
czewski in the Individual Pursuit event.

FOXTROT
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1978 EPA Estimates

Comein
today and test
drive the
ing alternat
everyday driving, The 1978 Audi Fox. ll\llu car that
give the comfort and luxury d expuctin a five-

ssenger sedan and more. Great gas mil 7mp,,
onthe highway, 23 mpg in the
acceleration—0-50in 8.1 seconds.
slup there. Front-whe drive, fue

. led
i ol drive, fuckinjee
steering. Itall adds up toa great pu’ornmnﬂ
So why just drive, when you can
Fox Trot? The 1978 Audi Fox.

PORSCHE+AUDI

DEDICATED TO EXCLUSIVE SALES SERVICE
& PARTS FOR PORSCHE AND AUDI ONLY

499 S. HUNTER BLVD.

645-5930
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