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Historian uncovers Pierce’s life

Call it highly unlikely, but it's true,
Pierce Street in Birmingham and Fort
Pierce, Fla. were named alter the
same person. One Benjamin K.
Pierce, bomn 1730 in New i

later, Pierce and his friend Dr. Wil
liam Beaumont rode out to the farm,
possibly because Pierce was inter-
ested in convincing Beaumont to buy

older brother of Franklin Pierce, 14th
United States President, was quite a
traveler.

Retired Detroit Times newspaper
man and ambitious writer-historian,
Louis Burbey of Royal Oak reeeptly
published a book on the life and tifnes
of Benjamin Pierce, military officer.
titled **Our Worthy Commander."

Burbey. an inveterate historian,
likes digging for information on his-

it. However, declined.

When " the United States acquired
Florida from Spain, Captain Pierce
and his command were transferred
there in 1821.

He went via the Mississippi River to
Fort San Carlos de Berranacas, Pen-
sacola, Fla.

Although the command got to the
Missippi River by going to Green Bay,
Wis. and down the Wisconsin River to
the Missippi, Burbey who has a wealth

tory’s less-well recorded
who made significant contributions to
present life.

One of his earlier projects, to trace
the origins of street names in Birming-
ham, provided the groundwork for the
book. His articles on Hunter. Willet,
Hamilton and Pierce streets were pub-
lished in The Eccentric in the late '60s.

Burbey said he was “particularly
fascinated by the background of
Pierce.”” He traced the Pierce family
back to England. the first of whom
came to America in 1633. The great,
great granddaughter of Benjamin
Pierce and her children live in Nor-
folk. Va. and Burbey has been in con-
tact with her.

PIERCE WAS A PROFESSIONAL
MILITARY OFFICER for 38 years. He
began his service as an artillery offi-
cer in the War of 1815 between the
United States and Great Britain.

At the termination of that war he
was assigned to Mackinac Island and
in 1817, at age 27, became the Com-
mandant of the island’s important
Fort Mackinac. The fort was under the
supervision of the U.S. 5th Military
District located in Detroit. This neces-
sitated frequent visits to headquarters.

ON ONE OF THESE VISITS he
journeyed by horseback to what is now
the city of Birmingham. He bought 160
acres of land here at $2 an acre.
Although he referred to his land as
“the farm.™ he never lived on it.

After his first wife, Josephine, died
in childbirth and the baby a few days

of sidelight i said, “The
best way would have been to cross
Lake Michigan to the Des Plains River
(Nlinois), to the Mississippi, but it
flowed the wrong way at the time.”

From Pensacola, Pierce, promoted
to Brevet-Major, was assiged to vari-
ous posts, from Virginia to New York
and back to Florida. He fought in the
First and'Second undeclared Seminole
War, a war which Burbey said, *
Eventually involved half of the United
States’ regular army.™

While sailing down Florida's Indian
River in “*Mackinac" boats, then Colo-
nel Pierce and his command arrived
at an inlet from the ocean where they
erected a blockhouse. The troops
named it Fort Pierce after “our wor-
thy commander."

Burbey includes the details which
bring his subject close to his readers.
Pierce had three wives, all of whom
died before he did.

His first, whom he married in a col-
orful ceremony on Mackinac Island
was part Indian and part French. The
bride’s mother and aunt, as was tradi-
tion, both came to the wedding in their
native dress. Possibly the bride, too.
‘The Pierce family doubtless opposed
the union.

PIERCE HAD MANY FRIENDS IN
THE MICHIGAN AREA in addition to
Beaumnont. He stayed with either the
Hunter or Willet families when he vis-
ited his farm. He worked with both
General Alexander Macomb and Gen-
eral Charles Gratiot. He was well-
traveled and well-respected.
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Although he doesn't mention it in the
book, Burbey said of Pierce, “He was
a better guy than his brother, Frank-
lin. Franklin was inclined to liquor.”

Burbey has waived all rights to “Our
Worthy Commander” in favor of
Indian River Community College in

Fort Pierce. Any profit derived from
;hedhook is allocated to a scholarship
fund.

James Babcock, rare book dealer in
Stalker and Boos in the Great Ameri-
can Mall, 280 N. Woodward, has a sup-
ply of the books which sell for $7.85
each.
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To: Grumman Energy Systems, Inc.,
4175 Veterans Memorial Hwy.,
Ronkonkoma, N.Y. 11779

Gentlemen: Please send me the name of my nearest participating Sunstream solsr domestic

water heating system dealer. | understand that from July 11 th

* A professor took Louis H. Burbey aside when he was a young man
and told him be had a natural flair for history. Burbey has proven the
man right many times since. (Staff photo by Dick Kelley)
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Offering you:

a wholistic approach to health

spinal biomechanics & engineering

modern x-ray facilities

nutritional & exercise analysis & counseling
physical examination & stress testing
health lecture every wednesday at 7:30 pm
extended care unit for the chronic & aged
all insurance companies accepted

family corrective 7 preventive heaith care

“*Chiropractic Builds Natural Immunity”
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MATTRESS WAREHOUSE

3 FOR] SALE

MATTRESS, FOUNDATION
AND BEDFRAME!
WN$T9.95  queen $129.95
KNG $169.95
THUR. FRI. & SAT. ONLY
3165 W. 12 MILE IN BERKLEY
ettt 547-71770

THUR.SAT. 10Te &

WECARRY SERTA AND SPRING-ANE MATIRISSIS
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GAS GRILLS e Y

All models at Special
reduced prices during July
Sale! Model G-3TX-PL, finest
large size gas grill on the
market only

$325-00 during sale,
PLUS

$1 0 worth of meat or
groceries FREE of extra
charge if you purchase a
Broiimaster this week.

NORTHWEST PROPANE

Bet. Orchard Lk. & Middlebelt
32455 Northwestern Hwy. OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 8-5, Fri. 8:6
Farmington Hills, Mich. 48018 Closed Saturday

626-2538 ¢ 444-4083

Qd, your Tickets at any of the Livonia Mall Stores | -
Admissions Limited to Capacity

SIDEWALK SALE DAYS

at Orchard Mall

Sponsored by the Livonia Mall Merchants Association, Inc.

The neighborly peaple at your neighborhood Mall
Seven Mile and Middlebell Road 1

Thursday, Frid?y & Satu,rday
{(LWE uSI FROM “THE TRAVELIN' B>\ND"

\ FRIDAY 6-9 PM
/=T

MAGIC SHOW FRIDAY 3 PM,
SATURDAY 2-4 PM

1/~
GERI THE CLOWN
/TH%{S. 1-4, FRIDAY 6-9 PM

HIS 'N HERS 3-SPEED
BIKES TO BE GIVEN AWAY

A

ORCHARD MALL
Orchard Lake Rd. at Maple
'West Bloomfield

Free Balloons!

% PUPPET SHOW

“THE FROG PRINCE"
SATURDAY 3 PM




