Designer scours world for fabrics

BY CORINNE ABATT

The one thing you regret when you
un into the likes of designer Sheila
Devlin who recently showed her col-
lection at Jacobson’s is that you didn't
think of it first.

Ms. Devlin, a Boston expatriot who
now makes her home in the Cajun
country of Opelousas, La., has created
a going business from a rather ordi-
nary idea. So going, in fact, that while
she was at Jacobson’s, buyers literally
bought the clothes off her back.

Longtime traveler and compulsive
fabric buyer. Ms. Devlin's husband
one day yelled a loud ‘Enough! She
started the business to appease him
and make use of some luxurious,
antique fabric bolts.

Close at hand was a marvelous
resource—excellent seamstresses anx-
ious to make a buck or two. Cajun
women are trained to sew as chiidren
by their grandmothers, and Opelousas
had, until Ms. Devlin came along, few
work opportunities for the women.

A cottage industry was formed
quickly. Her first venture was to take
a half dozen or so dresses to Market
Week in Dallas in 1976—the accept-
ance was instantaneous. Before she
got back home, she was on the phone
with her seamstresses arranging for a
stock of orders to be filled.

BUT, CLOTHES, flowing tunic tops
and cocktail dresses from elegant sitks
from China, India or Burma, are only
part of the Devlin endeavor. Every
serap of lovely fabric is used—the
smallest for coin purses and notebook
covers, the largest to line a bed com-
fort " in flowered, gold embroidered
damask.

Ms. Devlin, a former model. does all
the designing, and this year's loose
styles are ideal for they require less
cutting. For instance. she frequently
teams a wrap kimono jacket in a rare,
exotic print with white pants of new
silk. Or an Oriental style, narrow
sheath of antique fabric may go over
contrasting pants of new silk.

In her book, if she uses new fabric to
go with her treasurers, silk goes with
silk with no substitutes on quality.

Everything is hand made, something
the seamstresses do beautifully, just
like the fine clothes of 100 years ago
when the inside was almost as pretty
as the outside.

Since Ms. Devlin’s clothes and

accessorigs are something of a finan-
cial investment, although below many
other designer collections. she sug-
gests her material be saved and
reused for other items, just as she
doesright now.

She covers the world on her shop-

business in two years time and a wel-
come mat in many of the world's fine
stores, there is the knowledge that her
industry is supporting many women
and young people in Opelousas.

ping tours many times a year, olten
walking the narrow back streets in
search of the old and the beautiful.
But it has paid off handsomely. For,
plus the satisfaction of a successful

Cover for a book in which to keep very special notes is made of
embroidered silk from one of the far corners of the earth. Designer
Sheila Devlin uses ber small scraps to make ordinary functional arti-
cles things of beauty. (Staff photos by Dick Kelley)
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We must move hundreds of
suits and sport coats out of
our inventory to make room
for our new fall and winter
fashions. Save up to 50% on
hundreds of brand name
suits and sport coats, now!

Featuring such names as:
Nino Cerruti
Rubin Bros.
Louis Roth
Phoenix
Lanvin
LeBaron
Johnny Carson
Damon
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exciting results when you sell something
with an Observer & Eccentric Classified Ad.
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Special Offer for
. Normally Pay up to ONE WEEK ONLY'
$39.95 per pc., twin size
for bedding with s0 many prime features. ..
engineered for demanding commercial use
by the makers of the world-lamous Sealy
Pasturepedic. Hotel buyers prefer Sealy
quality and durability which, combined
with unexcelled sleeper comfart and
support, make Sealy the best buy.

You Would

or e
Exclusively Sealy Torsion-Bar Foundation
with special corner platforms,
heavy-duty edge madues and com-
mercial-weight border wire for
added firmness and longer life de-
manded by hotels.
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607xB0" queen size, ea. pc.
76°x80" King size. 3-pc. set
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Minimum. $125
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Hourly Rate $20
254 S, Telegraph, Pontiac
682-5500
F

vitpesseyeuat our - lOtOIlY Contemporary Stores

hillside furniture_.

Open Mon.. Tues., Thurs. and Fri, 10-9: Wed. and Sat., 10-5:30; Sun., 12:5

wce 60n
Original Bloomfield Hilis Location:
Corner Woodward and Sduare Lake Road
Phone 334-4745 or 358.3339

NEW LIVONIA LOCATION:

Six Mile and Newburgh Rd,

Newburgh Plaza e 2 miles W. of Farmington Rd.
(or exit 1-275 at 6 Mile) Phone 4534233
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