‘Overworked’ committee has clout

By BARBARA UNDERWQOD

A 2Z-member “blue ribbon com-
mittee” controls what courses will be
offered to students in the Birmingham
schools. .

‘The curriculum council possibly has
more power than the superintendent,
board of education, administrators and
teachers individually or collectively,
in determining what more than 11,000
district students will study.

No curriculum decisions and no pro-
gram course changes are made with-
ou first being approved by the cur-
riculum council.

- But despite the council’s clout, any
final decisions on programs and cur-
riculum rest first with the superintend-
ent and (inally with the board of edu-
cation.

" School district policy ck

and seven school district residents who
may or may not be parents.

ALTHOUGH IT has not always been
the case, there is now a waiting list of
residents who would like to serve on
the curriculum council. In the past, it
has sometimes been difficult to find
seven residents who were willing to
give the time required for council
membership.

They are “‘overworked volunteers,"
according to Dr. Michael LaBay,
director of curriculum for the Bir-
mingham schools.

“The board of education will not
entertain any changes in programs or
courses unless they have gone through
the curriculum council first.” LaBay
said. “No courses are added or
dropped, no textbooks approved, no

duati i authorized

council membership and responsi-
bilities. The 28 curriculum council
members include seven staff adminis-
trators. seven teachers, seven students

and no programs approved by the
board without prior approval by the
curricutum cowncil.”

Ninety per cent of the council's work

has to do with the review of courses,
elementary programs gnd textbooks,
he said.

Recent exceptions have been the
council's review of a proposal to
improve secondary composition
instruction and consideration of the
problems of staffing during declining
enroliment.

DURING THE 1977-78 school year,
the curriculum council approved %0
course additions, 79 course drops.
eight major textbook adoptions, major
supply purchases for art. updating of
maps and globes in all schools in the
district and dtaff increases for the
FLEX and Language Arts Basics

in September. it is expected to
approve three “'significant™” programs
which were reviewed during the 1977-
78 year. They are: mandatory cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) train-
ing for all 10th graders. reproductive
health program to be taught to all
eighth graders and selected senior
high groups and a completely revised
physical education teaching guide in
both elementary and secondary clas-
ses.
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Roll Insulation Available for Do-Ii- Yourselfers

We custom design,
manufacture,

® install, service and
guarantee all of our products.
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savings on select wall-
coverings and a select
line of 1” horizontal blinds.

installation available and
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‘We specialize in custom made porch enclosures, awnings, storm windows, and screens, storm doors &
replacement windows of all types.

Expert replacement of Thermo-Pane window and doorwall glass.
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Now Enrolling .For Fall

Farmington Hills Nursery School

Offering Pre-School & Kindergarten
Program for Children ages 2% to &

Open All Day
7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
25225 Middlebelt

between 10 & 11 Mile
_Opposile East Jr. High

Lobby dollars and legislators

For information
call 476-3110

LANSING LOBBYISTS HAVE SPENT
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS TO KEEP

DOUG ROSS OUT OF THE STATE SENATE.
WHY!

* Because Doug Ross will fight for a tough lobby reform bill that will force
Lansing lobbying out into the open and ban gifts to public officials.

MID-SUMMER SALE
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e Cash and Carry Only o
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WESTLAND o 721-6610 <. Secause as director of_ thg MI’chxgan Citizens Lobby, poug Ross con-
sistently fought for Michigan’s consumers and against the special

interest.

® Because Doug Ross had 97% of his campaign contributions from
individuals, he won't owe the Lansing lobbyists anything.
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DUDLEY THE DRAGON
DALY 2,5 & 7 PM.

THRU AUGUST 12

¢ Because Doug Ross is willing to be a full-time State Senator working to
make government serve your interests not theirs.

* Because Doug Ross and his campaign volunteers have visited thou-
sands of homes in the 15th District listen to you.
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