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Dodgers’ scout eyes talent from Michigan diamonds

Phil Sahara’s face is redde::d fmhm
spending summer days outside watch-
ing baseball games.

His prized possession is a bleacher
seat pad.

“It stops splinters and saves pants
from wearing out,” he explained.

For 18 years, Sahara has been scout-

Erb qualifies for

By BRAD EMONS
Brother Rice High School golf stand-
out Chuck Erb is one of six Michigan
golfers to qualify for the 10th annual
Youth Golf Classic, Aug. 12-
15, at Silver Lake Golf Club in Orland
Park, 1IL.

Erb, who led Rice to the state cham-
pionship last fall, earned the berth by
winning the state title, July 21, at Lake
Michigan Hills Golf Club in Benton
Harbor. Erb fired rounds of 72 and 76
in gainging the crown by six strokes.

Prior to the state championship, Erb
won a Jocal qualifying tournament at
El Dorado Golf Club by three strokes.

“This is my first national tourney
and I'm excited and ready to go,” Erb
said.

The classic will run four days and
includes a 36-hole cut limiting the field
to €0. Starting with the third round,
junior players will be paired with a
member of the Professional Golfers
Association (PGA).

ing Michigan high school and youth
basebal leagues for the Los Angeles
Dodgers.

During most of spring and summer
he'll watch two games each day. Right
ow, with post-season tournaments
going on, Sahara and other pro scouts
try to watch four games per day.

Erb, who graduated from Rice last

June, is headed for the University of
Alabama, !

“I wanted to go to a school where
thay play golf at least 10 month a
year,” Erb said.

“I'm going there as a walk-on and
T've talked to the coach already about
playing for the team,” Erb said. “Ala-
bama is a place where I'll have a
chance to improve.”

Erb said Alabama finished in the
middle of the Southeastern Conference
last spring.

“They take a lot of good trips and
have a program where I'll have a
chance to make it,” Erb said. ‘“The
coach told me that if I work hard I can
doit.”

Erb caddies out of Tam O'Shanter
Country Club in West Bloomfield and
gets in his practice rounds by playing
during twilight hours.

“T usually play a couple holes each

- He was watching the Birmingham
Lynch and Sons team win the Connie
Mack District Tournament in Pontiac
last week.

“I have to kick Floyd (Lasser, the
Lynch team manager) to get rosters,"
Sahara said. “He comes to a game
with one roster. I said, ‘Great. Now

national

night and as much as possible on
weekends,"” Erb said.

The Brother Rice graduate missed
qualifying for the U.S. Junior Amateur
Golf Championship in June,

BAY POINTE Golf Club in West
Bloomfield concluded its Senior Mens'
Tournament, Sunday, Aug. 6. Bud Tal-
lian took home low gross honors.

Wes Webb won the low net award
while Harold Grant captured the 65
and over title.

LINCOLN HILLS and Springdale
Golf Courses in Birmingham will be
the sites of the Youth City Champion-
ship, Monday and Tuesday. It will be
an 18hole event, with nine holes
played at each course,

On Sept. 910, Lincoln Hills and
Springdale will host a 36-hole Mens'
Gty Championship. Lincoln Hills will
also entertain a four-man scramble
tourney, Sunday, Sept. 24.

give me a knife and [l cut it up
between the five of us scouts”."

Sahara had added some information
to his rester, including each player’s
position, school, year in school, batting
order and which hand each player
throws and bats with.

“WHAT WE'RE LOOKING for now

tlourney

KNOLLWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
head pro John Molenda and partner
Tony Greiner shot a two-man best ball
score of 66 to win the Michigan PGA
Pro-Pro Golf title held at Knollwood,
Aug.

Molenda and Geiner then combined
with Bill Marx and Knollwood assist-
ant pro Glenn Hall to win the four-man
best ball crown. The foursome tallied
abs.

PINE LAKE COUNTRY CLUB will
hold its annual President’s Day,
Tuesday, starting with a shotgun start
a7:30am.

Also planned forresident’s Day is a
6:30 p.m. dirner and golf clinic featur-
ing television commentator and for-
mer PGA touring pro Dave Marr.

ORCHARD LAKE Country Club will
hold its annual Blue Coat Invitational
for members, Aug. 17-20.

For years, the writer of this column
refused to join in the practice of
selecting all-star teams. It always was

Because of his seasons of
watching the action he has been asked
to name the best bawlers he has seen

By

W.W. EDGAR
Buzz Fazio decided to stick His neck out a bit fur-
Eddie Lubanski ther and select a women's allstar
Bob Strampe team. Here it is:

is someone who has another year of
high school, Sahara said, “:and we'll
put a follow on him.

“‘Here's a player." Sahara
explained, “Scott Dawson, first base,
He has another year at Canton High
School and he also pitches. I am going
to put a follow on him."

A “follow” means Sahara will write
to Canton High School for next year's
baseball schedule. Next spring Sahara
will take another look at Dawson.

re were some other players on
the Birmingham Lynch and Sons team
who impressed Sahara. but he refused
to name any more players because he
didn’t want to point out his picks to
other scouts.

Sahara has found some good talent
for the Dodgers in Michigan. Top
among his finds is Steve Garvey, who
has gone on to be a most valuable
player with the Dodgers.

Other Sahara finds are Ted Siz-
emore of the &t. Louis Cardinals and
Tom Paciorek, now with the Seattle

lariners.

From his roster. Sahara will rate
each player on the teams he scouts.
He grades prospects in four cate-
gories: arm (throwing); speed (run-
ning quickness). batting and fielding.

“Whenever a kid excels in one cate-
BOry it's a plus,™ Sahara said. “If the
pluses outweigh the minuses, we puta
follow on him. *If a kid is outstanding
and not fully developed we recom-
mend him to a college and put a follow
on him,” Sahara said. “If we sign a
kid too early and he gets cut. then he's
inelligible for college baseball and
ends up pumping gas.™

A FORMER MINOR league player
in the Dodger organization, Sahara is
aretired Detroit police officer.

Even though the motels and restau-
rant food seem the same after awhile,
Sahara said he loves every day.

“It’s a thrill for me to sign someone
and see him go on and make good,”
Sahara said.

However, this season has not been
one of the best.

“This is a lean year,” Sahara said.
"It seems like kids get out of school
and don't play as much. or not as
much as [ would like to see. It hurts
me when I go by a ball diamond and
o one is playing. then I know that
Kids are neglecting their national pas-
ttime.**

Sahara said he was happy to see that
Kirk Gibson, football and baseball
player at Michigan State University,
signed with the Tigers.

“Thate to lese good athletes to other
sports.”” Sahara said. “'Kids are going
10 see that they can make big money
playing baseball.”

Sahara claims the Dodgers broke
the ice with Gibson.

“We were talking to him.” Sahara
said. “*He said he liked baseball, but
loved football. We pointed out that
even if he hurt his knee, which is a
freak accident in baseball, but com-
monplace in football. he could pinch
hit or play first base.

“Then we asked him how much
money it would take to get him to for-
get about foottall.”” Sahara said. *Off
the top of his head he said $100.000,
When he was told that figure was not
out of the question, his eyes lit up.™

Sahara smiled as he recalled that
story. Then he climbed up into the
bleachers and began loaking for future
Kirk Gibsons in the Birmingham
lineup.

Touch football

The Farmington Hills Parks and
Recreation Department will hold a
touch football managers’ meeting on
Wednesday, Aug. 30at7 p.m.

The meeting will pertain to playing
dates, the schedule, rules and regu-
lations, and registration dates. Individ-
uals as well as managers are wel-
come,

The meeting will be held at the
Farmington Hills City Hall, 31555 11
Mile Rd. For further information,
Pplease call 474-6115.
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