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By PATRICK TOUHEY

Ray Harkowitz (not his real name)
has a well-guarded secret.

‘The 40-year-old father of two holds
down a job, drives a car, provides for
his family and deals with all the every
day complications that everyone else
does,
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From all outward appearances, he'’s
just another guy on the street,

But Harkowitz can't read, His chil-
dren don't know it. His friends don’t.
Amd his employer certainly doesn't
know.

Outside of his wife and his reading
tutor, no one knows,

“1f someone reaches adulthood with-
ot knowing how to read, they are
pretty professional about hiding,” said
Carolyn Burms, reading coordinator
for the Good Hope Literacy Council.

“They have to have a pretty good
system worked out for giving people
the impression they know how to read.
It’s just too embarrassing for them to
admit.”
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Mrs. Burns manages a team of Lau- D%
bach reading tutors in the Plymouth
and Canton communities. Her organi- e
zation offers one-to-one literacy tutor-
ing to people 14 years of age and alder.

THE LAUBACH READING method
was first developed by Dr. Frank Lau-
bach, a Methodist missionary.
Al h Mrs. Bums operates her
tutoring through the Lutheran Church
Women’s Program, she points out that
the program and the method is non-
denominational.

The tutors volunteer their time and
come from all walks of life. The only
requirement is that they be willing to
spend-an hour a week for a year with
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Adults who cannot read or write often devélop a sophisticated
defense system to hide their disability, according to Carolyn Burns,
reading coordinator for the Good Hope Literacy Council, (Staff photo

their student.

At the end of the year, the student
should be reading at the fifth-grade
level. But really each person is able to
progress at his own speed,” Mrs.

id.

While the Laubach program offers
help to high school students as well as
adults, Mrs. Bums said, the most diffi-
cult to reach and work with are the
older illiterates.

“I's kind of like the Alcoholics
Anonymous. The first step for the
adult who can't read is to admit it to
himself. By the time a person gets to
me, he has already come to terms
with the problem.”

But before that first step can be
taken, something has to happen to
make the individual want to leam to
read.

“For one of my students it was his
three-yeer old daughter. He would
make mistakes while reading chil-
dren’s stories to her and she would

Usually, though, the illiterate adult
has a well-honed defense system to
keep his secret from becoming known.

Mrs. Burns told of one 30-year-old
man who had to keep turning down job
promotions because he was terrified
his boss would find out he couldn't
read if he took on new responsibilities.

“IT'S AMAZING how well people
can keep the charade up. Most of the
time a spouse will front for them if
they have to sign contracts or fill out
applications.”

by Gary Caskey)

Because illteracy is such a sensitive
issue, Mrs. Burns said, she and her
tutors have to guarantee con-
fidentiality. Only the individual, the
futor and Mrs. Burns know the per-
son's identity.

“Privacy is absolutely essential. The
man I'm working with would be very
upset if his children knew he couldn't
read,"” she said

Contrary to what might be a popular
stereotype, Mrs. Burns said, not all
illiterates are school dropouts. She
mentioned one man who had a high
school diploma.

It tums out that his teachers gave
him all his tests orally. But he had his
diploma, and it looked the same as
everyone else’s.”

However, Mrs. Burns said she does . |

mot want to jump on the bandwagon
and “point fingers™ at the schools.

“I look at it simply. A person comes
to me who can’t read. I'm not inter-
ested in why. Frankly, I don't care. I
have a recipe to help. That's all I need
to worry about.”

The course Mrs. Burns teaches uses
three workbooks which the student can
purchase for $10.

By the time the student finishes the
third book, he has gone through basic
reading skills and worked on script-

People interested in seeuring the
services of a tutor or those who wish
to become tutors can contact Mrs.
Burns at 453-9639.

CITY OF FARMINGTON
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
(Summary)

ARegular Meeting of the Farmington City Council was called to order at 8:00 P.M.
Building, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, Michigan,

PRESENT: Coucilmen Bennett, Buckler, Hartsock, Tupper,

n the Farmington Minicipal
by Mayor Richard L. Tupper.
ROLL® CALL:

Yoder.

ABSENT: Nooe
QTY OFFICIALS PRESENT: City Mgr. Deadman, Dir. Byrnes, Atty. Kelly, lerk

Mamdes of previous meetings were corrected and approved. Minutes of other
Mwnﬁnﬂmﬂ/u&kﬂ.

Council delayed appointment of a Resource Representative to the Oakland County
Cuitural Council to a later date. g Rep

A prodamation was issued designating September 3-4, 1978 as **Je Lewis Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Telethon Weekend”. i

nmulhd-hnlfhmmmwmlﬂelhemeeungwmnvewmeﬁm-
ington Senlor High Schoo! in order to accommodate the number of people attending
te meeting. The meeting reconvened at 8:30 p.m. at the Farmington Senlor High

Mayor Tupper opened the Public Hearing regarding the site plan review of the pro-
posed Housing for the Elderly in the Central Busihess District and reviewed the
events that had occurred prior to this hearing.

Gty Mer. Deadman the type of project that was being proposed. Mr.
Frank Dercy, Developer, Forest City Dillon Company, and Walter Copenen, Archi-
tect for the project, explained the construction of the project, the financing and pro-
cedures for renting

apartments,
Questions and Comments were received from members of the audience for Council
consideration.

Council accepted the of the Planning Cc and approved
the Site Plan for the proposed housing for the Elderly n the ummmln:?m-
:B:Mlmhsmmadlvlﬁlmlollhwm;mp@ed bullding to exceed 55 ft.

helght.
The folowing reslutions were adopted:
— Approving the appolotment of Earl R, Billing as Director of Public Services

August 21,
—~— Accepting the bid of Timmer Construction Company in the amount of %500
for repairs to the City's Storm Water Retention Bask on Nine Mile Road.
pting the hid of SOS Equipment Company in the amount of 2,150 for (1)
‘Trench Safety Box, plus $100 for Lift Rings
d of Telford & Doolen, Inc. in the amount of $3880 for (1)
— Authorizing the City Manager and the City Clerk to sign the Oakland County
MComnbnOunsleMAmslmandhg.
— Authorizing an increase in the Fee Schedule for Water Taps
Council tabled action regarding the purchase of Police Liability Insurance unti} the

Dext regular meeting.
Oounci] tabled action regarding the Selective Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Pro-
tection between Furmington and Farmington Hills until the next regular meeting.
‘The following reports were received and filed:
Flnancial Genl Fund 12 Mos. Ended June 39, 1978

Financial Report 42h District Q. 12 Mos. ended 6-30.78

Building Department Annual Report
— Public Safety Dept. Quarterly Report
~ Public Services Dept. Quarterly Report

Beautification Committee Annual Report

:Ymme-mlynem
Council voted to n Meeting prior to the regu-

establish a Ciosed Sessior
far Council Meeting at 7:00 PM Augist 21, 197810 review a Personnel matter,
Monthly bills were approved for payment.

‘The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 A.M.

RICHARD L. TUPPER, Mayor
NEDRA VIANE, City Gerk

Publish: Aug. 17, 1978
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Dick’s Pine Crafts
has moved to
878 STARKWEATHER
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Come In and See Qur Expanded
Facilities
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Now you can

take that vacation
you've been
waiting for!

Want to get away from it for awhile? The place tostart
is your friendly Liberty State Bank & Trust office. Rest assured,
we can arrange a quick, easy vacation loan to meet your needs.
Our interest rates are low. Qur service is fast. We can start
your loan by phone, and usually give you same-day approval.
And with a vacation loan in your pocket, you can take
advantage of the new low air fares and tour packages now
being offered. Vacation loan. Auto loan. Home loan. Personal
loan. Liberty State Bank & Trust can help. Bank on it.

CLINTON TOWNSHIP HAMTRAMCK REDFORD TOWNSHIP
16873E.15Mile Road 9301 Joseph Campau 25719 Grand Rivar Ave.
792-1470 871.9400 538-4405

g STEALING HEIGHTS ~ WATERFORD TOWNSRIP
44500 Van Dyke 4330 Highland Road
7330300 6514830

WESTBLOOMFIELD
6705 Orchard take Road
6263970 - semser FOIC
i X e,
Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30- 4:30, Friday 9:30 - 7:30 Rt
_Saturday 9:30 - 4:30 (Except Hamtramck)
YEan®




