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Cheboygan on a Saturday night.

developed the charter flight.

keeping us all at home.

our trails another way.

IF YOU ARE planning a low-cost
domestic trip and are confused by the
discount fares, let your travel agent do
the figuring. He or she is just as con
fused, but has the time to coordinate
information.

(A trave! agent’s commission is paid
by the airlines. It costs you nothing to
use her or his services.)

A Supersaver fare can save you up

IN CASE YOU think haif the world
is up in the air, focus your eyes on the
ground and you will see thousands of
campers like Dennis and Shirley Rue-
ger of Livonia, who saw more of the
wilderness than they bargained for on
arecent trip through Michigan.

A skunk, a bear and an alligator
were all part cf the story they brought
home to their neighbors.

‘The Ruegers, with 14-year-olds Tina
and Caro! and 10-year-old Mike, were
in an Indian River campground when
Shirley told the kids to “'stop making
all that noise” in the middle of the
night. This made sense, except the
kids were all asleep.

When Dennis unzipped the tent and
peered into the adjoining screened

LOG of Iris Jones

And then there were none?

I am a space-age pioneer. I have packed a passport in England, 1
have sideswiped giant turtles with a rowboat on the China Sea, and 1
have slogged through the wilderness with natives to Pierres in

My footprints have been left on the world partly because of itchy
feet and partly because of fate. Father used tosay on a Friday night,
“Be ready in half an hour, we're going to thelcottage for the week-
end.” The Ford Motor Co. transferred my engineer husband to jobs,
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Planning helps both in
developing and touring Oz

From his hilltop house above Fig-
ueroa Terrace, Farmington Hills artist
Exic Jones looks at scrub trees and
country grass. When Jones, who now
attends Art Center College of Design,
turns his head to the south, there a %
mile away. is the skyline of downtown
Los Angeles.

At the NBC studios in Burbank,
Bruce Rubinstein, of Farmington Hills
and a University of Michigan gradu-
ate, waits for his chance to break intog
the ion end of TV. For now, he"

and homes, in Australia, New Zealand and Singapore,
And businessmen like Elliot Elkin, who !

Earlier this month, however, the Southfield-based firm of Elkin
Tours folded. That may be the beginning of a story that ends up

Elkin Tours was one of the three largest tour wholesalers in the
U.S. It sold low-priced charter flight seats through travel agents.

Elkin also was the paternal company of World Wide Sportsmen
Club, which offered even lower-priced tours to members. Ten years
ago, World Wide offered luxury meals and frills, but when thr frills
disappeared, the low fare satisfied travelers who would rather f| ly all
night than pay the higher fares of scheduled airlines.

Regular airlines could not compete because their prices were con-
trolled by the Civil Aeronautics Board. That changed this year when
Freddy Laker got permission to offer no-rill, first-come, first-served
Nights on Skytrain. The CAB remaved its restrictions on scheduled
airlines and paved the way for discounted air fares.

Ironically, the company that pioneered low fares was hoisted on its
©own petard, put out of business by the reduced fares offered on the
regular lines. People in the travel industry are wondering whether
the airline business might end up like the supermarket business,
however. Supermarkets put mom-and-pop stores out of business with
low-priced food and then promptly raised their prices.

If that happens in the travel industry, you and I may have to blaze

When supersaving —

to 50 per cent if you fly after 9 p.m.,
with greater savings midweek. A lim-
ited number of seats are available on
all US. airlines, and reservations
must be confirmed and tickets pur-
chased at least 30 days before your
flight. Reservafions cannot later be
changed without rewriting the ticket.
Here the traveler may be charged a
$20 penalty fee. The number of stops
also is limited.

Don’t feed the bears

area, the white tail of a skunk wagged
against the early moming sky. He
hastily closed the zipper and went
back to bed.

In a campgrond further north,
Mike learned not to feed the bears at a
dump. One frisky young fellow of
several hundred ds was annoyed
because the tidbits offered by tourists
had run out. He sniffed Mike's hand.
Finding it empty, he then fixed his
large mouth around Mike’s thigh.

Mike found he could run faster than
he ever imagined.

If you have an interesting travel
story, send a note with your phone
number to Iris Sanderson Jones, 22170
W. Nine Mile, Southfield 48204. Allow
time for a reply.

is a page who monitors long lines of
patient tourists waiting their chance to
get into the **“Tonight™ show.

Gary Serlin, formerly of Livonia,
has made it up another rung of the lad-
der into the diversity and illusion of
Los Angeles. The U-M graduate in film
and television is an assistant producer
of the “Tomorrow" show.

All of them learned that greater L.A.
is a different travel experience than
that found in most American cities. It
didn’t grow out from the core, but jig-
saw-puzzled in patches of independent
cities from downtown west 20 miles to
the sea.

It has been called suburbs in search
of a city. It has something for every-
one. but if you don't plan ahead you'll
just keep going around in circles on
the Hollywood, Pomona. Golden Sate.
Pasadena. Glendale, Long Beach and
Ventura freeways under the 365-day,
smog-filtered sun.

Tourists need to plan ahead. and it
doesn’t hurt to have friend with a car
or a friend like Chris Hills, director of
the Greater Los Angeles Visitor and
Convention Bureau.

Hills advises travelers to tour by
minibus, to take a bus or car straight
out Wilshire Boulevard past Hollywood
and Beverly Hills to the beaches run-
ring south to San Diego and north to

San Francisco. and to schedule family
like Di or tours
of the studios and wineries.

THE FIRST THING people from
Michigan notice about downtown Los
Angeles is a glass building. rising half-
way up the skyline. a Rennaisance
Center twin. It's the Bonaventure
Hotel, built with the same atrium-and-
pool design as the Plaza Hotel. and run
by the Host International hotel chain.

A minibus directly across Flower
Street tours the downtown area for 15
cents. The minibus drives past the
World Trade Center, the various city
halls and office build’ngs. Little
Tokyo. down Alvera Street to China-
town and back.

According to Hills, new building in
the heart of the city is ot so much a
rennaisance as it is a birthing of a real
downtown for L.A.

“The reasons you can't tour L.A.
like you tour other cities is because
dozens of little independent towns
grew together into one big city. with
o real d Now we are build-

of that wild and crazed California.

People from 10 to 80 mob the asphalt
strip beside the pure sand beach.
skateboarding. rollerskating. strumm-
ing and strutting. There is a boy biking
rnorth with a parrot on his handlebars
and a boy biking south with a snake
around his naked chest.

The local Swami rules this part of
the beach with his booze. his long gray
hair and his candor.

Also on the beach was a gang of
young men which had a shootout that
sent several of them to the hospital
and left the crowd running for cover.

There was blood. but it was hard not
to look for the movie cameras.

THEY SHOOT PEOPLE at Univer-
sal Studios in Burbank. too. but the
cowboys always get up and walk
away. The $6 tour there begins at 8
am. Get there early if you don't want
a one-to-two-hour wait in line. You are
hauled by train to movie sets designed
to show you behind the scenes. and to
streets where you suddenly will see
the familiar houses from your favorite
television programs.

The train gives you a few little
thrills for your money. You watch the
Red Sea part. créss a collapsing
bridge and are attacked by the shark
from *Jaws,” all in the name of fun.
‘The final stage is an exhibition area
where you can visit a variety of free
shows. If you only can see one, Los
Angelans recommend the stunt show.
where they shoot cowboys off the roof
on a regular basis.

You can see another kind of illusion
in Burbank. where Rubinstein mans
the door to Studio Ome. “T've been
star-struck since I was a little kid." he
said. “Here. I've met every celebrity [
ever dreamed of meeting.” His next
dream is to get a job where he can use
his degree as a producer or director.

How does one get into the *“Tonight*

ing a real center city for the first
time."

L.A. doesn't pick up a beat until one
drives or travels by bus the 17 miles
west along Wilshire to the Pacific.
Hollywood is there. although the
movie stars have been replaced by
rock stars. It still is worth a trip to
Grauman's Chinese Theater and to
nightclubs like the Comedy Store.
where old hands like Richard Pryor
join new talent trying it out on the
stage.

If you're looking for Jean Harlow's
Hollywood of the 1930s, you'll probably
be disappointed. The streets are liter-
ally star-studded, with famous names
of stars on the sidewalk, but it looks
more like Times Square with palm
trees.
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The Observer & Eccentric Hawaiian Tour
December 1, 1978 Cost
You may join the tour by sending a $25.00 deposit to secure
Space is limited, so get your deposit in early. For further info
and we will send you a color brachure.

departs November 16, 1978 and Returns
per person is $899 (based on double occu

Call our Travel Desk at 591-2300, 'Extension-244

This tour is conducted in cooperation with Hamilton, Miller, Hudson & Fayne Travel Corporation of Southfisld.

pancy)
your place on our program.
rmation call our travel desk

The fantasy and illusion is more ele-
gant and expensive but just as real in
Beverly Hills. where streets follow
uphill courses past homes of celebri-
ties and downhill past the now-famous
house of the sheik’s son who painted
the whole thing green and put plastic
flowers in the urns. (Artists like Jones

. callit a social comment. but residents
tike Zsa Zsa Gabor call it a disaster. )

As the sun shines on the high-rises.
the sand cliffs and the six lanes of cars
along the Pacific Coast Highway at the
beach strip. one can gaze past parking
lots and peopled beaches to white sails
roaming the sea to the horizon.

There is a beach for every taste.
Venice Beach is what every Midwes-
terner pictures when he or she thinks

D B R
5 IN THE CHARM AND BEAUTY OF HAWAIIL:

*J Sample the good life in the exolic Hawaiian Islands! For parties by
the week or month. A magnificent 70 ft. motorized Sail Yacht.

73 Accommodales six in luxurious

May we mention his stock of fine wines?
Terms - $120 per day per person

Telephone 771-7500 or wrile

ST. CLAIR SH

rooms, with first class appointments. Fishing equipment is ultra high
quality. Beach anchorage facilities. The highly qualilied captain and
crew of two take great care of your party. while the gourmet cook
l‘r‘_ will attend to the fussiest appetite —
o
©

MULTI-VENTOURS, INC.
23100 JEFFERSON

show without standing in line? You
don’t. But. by writing ahead (at least
two months ). they'll send a card which
can be redeemed for tickets: and then
you stand in line.

If you fike a little culture and a little
horticulture with your hype. you may
wish to end it all. as so many others.
at Forest Lawn. Only in L.A. could a
cemetery be turned into a tourist
attraction, complete with guidebooks.

There’s the simple little garden of
the Little Chapel of the Flowers. which
might fool you into thinking that it is
all reatly very tasteful.

Around the corner, in the high stone
church building. amid copies of most
of Michelangelo’s sculpture. a beauti-
ful stained-glass window copy of Da
Vinci's Last Supper waits for you
behind drawn curtains. A hushed
woice. a voice from heaven(?). com-
mands you to take your seat while the
masterpiece is unveiled to the sound of
music and commercials.

comfort. Has three spacious state-
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Enjoy the gusty food and beverages

Choose from such specialties as

, Dinner served from 6 to 10 p.m.

Wicker
Works
Scandinavian

Right

of the Nordic Countries of
Western Europe.

Risted Laks med Kremsaus
(Sauteed Trout with Sour
Cream Sauce) or Morbrad med
Svedsker og Aebler

{Pork Loin stuffed with
Prunes and Apples)
embellished with Akavit

{the Water of Life) or

hardy Scandinavian brews.
Music and costumed

waiters and waitresses.

From $8.50

Reservations strongly advised.
Friday September 1.

Northlield Hilton Inn
5500 Craoks Rd. at 175

y Troy, Michigan 48098
(313) 8732100




